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PREFACE. 

Ih byiHg the Sbctmd Vdinuie of dii» Work 
befinre the Public^ it is not too Itiiidi to saj^ 
thflt Mldom haye two jMre interestiog asmv 
vatives Upp^red^ tbUtt ikm AVbA St BedTi; 
AoGOBntof the Cotupiittcy of die j^paniardi; 
flgaiiist Venice^ and the almost incrv^bk 
•tofy of MasanidQio* 

III Ttf9inthig these portittis of thb Vo* 
kaae,* it was found aeeessaiy to make some 
altttatkins ca the style of the tmo namitive% 
in order to fender diem^ jnofe inteltigible to 
&e readera of the present day ; but the spirU 
of both has been carefiiUy iNreseryed; and 
some fiictSy omitted by Howelli hova bew 
Incorporated widi his translatioii, taken fironi 
the account of Massnadlo^s insorreetion by 
Francis Midon^ 8to^ Loiidon» 1729* 

The namUire of the Oqnpowder Trea? 
soiv has been compiled from various sources, 
and from documents preserved in the British 
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Museum. It is but justice to Dr Limgard, 
the Roinan Catholic Historian, to say, that 
his account of it appears to me, notwith- 
standing some objectionable facts, to be the 
best I have seen on the subject. 

As to the Popish Plot, under which 1 
comprehend the Meal^TubPlol and the Rye- 
house Conspiracy, both having the same ori- 
gin, I merely observe, that the narrative hitf; 
' been compiled from four folio v<dume8 of 
tracts on ihe subject, which were printed nJt 
the time, and from odier sources, to whicl^ 
it is unnecessary to refen . ^ nm. iMuM^ 
cmnia, saith the proverb; and a9 I main- 
tain that the Ryehouse Conspiracy was i^ 
part of Jtbe others, under a difiPerent n^iiie, 
but carried on by the isame agents, I hai^ 
abstained from detailing it minutely, a$ it 
would be just to go over the same ground 
as that occupif&d with Oates's narrative, only 
changing the scene, and introducing one or 
two new actors. The reader will judge how 
&r I am right in the manner it is treated ; 
and I therefore conclude, by again hoping, 
that these unassuming narratives will not be 
deemed unacceptable to die Public. 
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^ Thma mn no conspiimciM And intuntctunit moM 
•daoferous to states and govenimeiita» than those that the 
name of relieion is made to patronise; far, when that 
doth head and manage the party, as it makes it look some* 
what considerable in itself* so it doth inspire those that 
are eonccmed with a certain furious and intemperate lea^ 
nnd an ungoremable Tiolence. '^^^Sittory vf the Gun» 
powder Treason^ edii, 167a 

As the acoession of James VI. of Scotland to th0 
English crown marked the .commencement of a 
new era in the British hist^l^ the greatest ex^ 
peetations were formed at the time res|iecting the 
policy which that f rince would likely pursue. His 
feign immediately succeeding the stormy period 
of the ILeformation, religion was the great test of 
flirty^ the subject on wlnch» abore all others, men*s 
INWions were excited, th^ animosities kindled^ 
«a4 ^^ resentments inflamed. Hie parties which 
tbcfi agitated the nation^ after the reformation of 
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the Church of Englandr Were the Bomeu Catho* 
lies, who were nunieiroustaf d powerful, especi^Hy 
in the northern counties of England ; and the Po- 
ritans, a faction of precisians in religion, whose 
predecessors having been driven from England by 
the flames of persecution which Mary kindled, had 
betaken themselves to the Low Countries and 
Switzerland, whence they returned with a spiht 
of the most refined intolerance towards all tbo«e 
who did not coincide with the opinions of Geneva» 
The vigoious administration of .Elizabeth had re* 
strained the excesses both of Papists and Puritan% 
notwithstanding thu. pianj .disturbances they ex- 
cited, and the plots they attempted; but James 
was a prince from.whojo M parties expected 
m^ch — the members of the Reformed Church, that 
lie would be its faithful d^ender, and transmit » its 
apostolical constitutions to posterity as entire as 
these had been left to him by his illustrious pre^* 
llecessor ; .tbe Papists, presumii^ on the £ate.of bis 
Aiother, whom they reckoned a martyr for theiir 
cause, anticipated aTekacation of those laws which 
they pretended were a grievance ; and the Puri* 
tans, that the Calvinism of the north, in which h^ 
iwd been edncaled. under the* tutorage of • Bor 
chanaa, would xadnce him to view them with lap 
mour, and make a, more thfUDoagh ref«rmatia» «( 
the C^nrch than that winch it had ahready mEpen' 
tienced* , , . - . , 

But the speech of James, ia his first ParliaaMvl 
In England, opened the eyes of those parties te 
the vinonaiy nature of their aaticipatiims. He 
mformed them, that it behoved him to maintain 
the chnrdi and the Jaws as he foand them ; not^ b^ 
idle hitizaiding of lash wad antried experiments^ to 
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eneonnige the novel and enthusiastic specnlations 
of particolar individuals. The cons^qnence of this 
^claratiim was, that hoth the Papist and Poiitail 
parties became exasperated against the govern- 
inent ; the former, becanse no hope was left that 
a heretical kingdom would ever again tender its 
allegiance to the Roman Pontiff; the latter, be* 
cause the hierarchy which they hated was not to 
be overthrown to gratify their particular views on 
ecclesiastical polity, and on certain theological 
tenets which they had received from the school of 
Geneva. 

Thus, both parties ^unyed themselves under 
ifaeir respective leaders ; but as our business at 
}»resent is only unth one of them, we ^11 tarn 
our attention to the history of a conspiracy whicb 
lias become proverbial, being as daring in its nature 
as its intentions were infamous. James succeeded 
to the English throne in peace, but soon gave indi- 
cations ^at he was any thing but disposed to yield 
to either of the parties. The Roman Catholics felt 
additionally exasperated at the conduct of a prince, 
who had in Scotland been openly charged with a 
secret leaning to their communion, on which ac- 
-eoimt they had thought proper to indulge in fa- 
Yoorable hopes; and accordingly, they soon re- 
turned to their accustomed practices, which they 
liad t(M> frequently carried on in the reign of Eliso* 
both. Some dark end daring spirits were among 
them, — men who had already signalized them- 
eelves by their intrigues with foreign stotce for 
II re-establisbment of their religion. Henry Gar- 
net, who was educated at Wincl\ester School, and 
would have been sent to Oxford had his unprin* 

A 2 
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mphi viees not impeded him, was Rtyfindal o€ 
the Order of the Jesnite in £i^laiid,-^-a raaa q£ 
forionB passione^ and the moat malignant hatred 
towards the Protestant Chm^h* His sitnation gar^ 
him a great and commanding influence among Ihs 
brethren, and he had agents on the Continent whe 
acted as faithful emissaries of his fallen charclk 
William Baldwin, a confidential priest^ resided in 
^Flanders, and Ajthur, or, as he called himself 
Joseph Cresswell, resided at the Spanish Court aa 
m kind of enroy from the English Cathdics* * 
These three men, with one or two others, wece 
the great agents for carrying on ^e plots against 
JBliaibeth; and, it may perhaps be concluded, 
;w«re the projectors of the Gunpowder TreasoBi 
If, indeed, it did not originate with Grarnet himself 
For it was in December 1601, at which time there 
was a war between England and Spain, that m 
person named Thomas Winter, a man of a good 
family, and an excellent soldier, was sent into 
Spain by Garnet, a Jesuit named Oswald Tee- 
jEUond, Robert Catesby of Ashy in Leicestershire^ 
a gentleman of family and fortune, and Francis 
Treshamj also a gentleman, and the most cons^ 
derable, in point of fortune, among all the con^ 
spirators. The object of this mission was to ^c* 
«cite the Spanish King to embrace their cause, 
proffering to that monarch considerable o&rs of 
assistance should he aid their entmfprise. The 
Jesuit Tesmond was ako sent with the said Tfa^ 
jnas Winter, who was intrusted with a commnni- 

♦ This Cresswell wrote a book to prove the lawfulneaa 
of conspiring against a heretical prince ; which was often 
alladed to, and quoted by Sir Bdward CokOi iir the truQ 
of the Gunpowder Conspirators. 
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enticm to CresBwell at Madrid, tbroiigfa whom they 
flntidpated a successfnl negotiation. The Spanish 
Comt willingly entered into the proposal, and; 
ftfier seyeral interviews, the Count Miranda pro^ 
mised that 200,000 crowns would be awarded 
for the purpose ; one half to be paid that year 
^1601} to the English CathoHes, for the purpose 
-of exciting a disturbance, and organizing them- 
selves as a party ; the other half to be paid thu 
ibllowing year, when England would be invaded 
by a Spanish force ; and it was also stipulate^ 
that if the Queen of England should die, speedy 
notice should be sent to the court of Madrid. 
This negotiation was accompanied by two buHa 
from the Pope, sent to Garnet, and addressed, the 
one, ** to our beloved sons the nobles and gentlemen 
of England who are Catholics, health and apostolic^ 
-benediction;" the other, ** to our beloved son the 
m^bpriest (at^hipresbt/tero) and the rest of the Ca- 
tholic clergy in England."' The substance of those 
two bulls or briels simply was, that whosoever*, 
lifter the death of Elizabeth, might lay claim to the 
English crown, no matter how nearly or remotely 
ho or she was allied or entitled to it by royal de- 
scent, should not be received as king or queen of 
England, but should be opposed to the utmost; 
unless he or she not only tolerated Popery, but 
swore a solemn and sacred oath, to promote the 
interests of what they were pleased to call the only 
•• Calholic and Apostolic Faith." • 

• Sute Trials, vol. ii. col. 226. Thus it is expressed 
in the Bull of his Holiness—" QuaDtumcunque propin« 
quitate sanguinis interentur nisi ejusmodi essent qui fi- 
dem Catfaolicam non modo tolerarent, sed omni ope ac stOi* 
dio promoverent, et more mt^orum jurcjuvando se id pra^ 
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Winter returned about tfae end of that year to 
bis associates, leaving Tesmond, or, as he was some- 
times called, Greenwell, or Greenaway, on the Con- 
tinent. And now tfae utmost preparations were 
made for the insurrection, and the place for land- 
ing the Spanish army was debated, — whether the 
coasts of Essex and Kent, or Milford Haven in 
Wales, would be more convenient. But while Gar- 
net, Catesby, and Tresham, were concocting the 
insurrection and invasion, and thus infamously pla- 
cing their country under foreign influence, > and, in 
conjunction with the Catholic nobles, literally sell- 
ing its liberty, the Queen died in March 1602-3, 
an event which overturned all their projects. They 
saw James hailed as her successor by universal ac- 
clamation ; they saw him receive the congratula? 
tions of every prince in Christendom ; and^ what 
was more galling, they saw him determined to pre- 
serve the Protestant constitution, and eapecially 
that Church which has ever been the glory of Eng- 
land, the bulwitfk and the strong tower of the Re- 
formation. Thus dismayed and exasperated, a per> 
B6n named Christopher Wright was sent off to Spain, 
to give notice of Elizabeth's death, and to renew the 
negotiation with the Spanish Court through the 
agency of Cresswell. On the 22d of June 1603, the 
famous Guide or Gay Fawkes, who had been origi- 
nally an ofBcer in the Spanish service, was also sent 
fo Spain on the same mission from Brussels, by 
Hugh Owen, Baldwin a Jesuit, and Sir William 
Stanley, who was then in that country ready to 
embark in the same enterprise, the latter of whom 
being an officer, soon afterwards deserted with his 

•tituros susciperent,** &c. The bulls were, of coune, le- 
velled «t King Jamee. 
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ngiamt: to tlie Caftln>]ic caiMe» «nd acnipled acM; 
eoatnuy to his oath, to delirar «p to ^.SpBiu$trc|« 
DeT^nter, a rich and importfloit town in Qveiyi^Ql 
which had been taken from the Spaniards by Eor 
Jbert Dudley, Earl of Leicester. ... 

But Philip of Spain, in the meantime) perceived 
ib» lashneas ci the enterpcise.. , The fate of tbfi 
AniMuia had taught him experience ; he «aw Jamw 
seated qaietly on the thvime, and a second in?i^ 
wuk of England, under, the pret^&sion of religion^ 
'would most likely draw down upon him the odium 
«nd eaecntion of ^very prince in €hristeniioQ^ 
•'Tfae-^cceedings of «i^iaets must be ^guided bf 
wfMtmstances ; and thoogh Philip was ready enough 
-to further the Catholio cause, he began to find tbi^ 
it >WVMiki .be^.faisi inteeest. to n^atiate a peaoa. 
James was as much disposed as Phil^ to put>4|i 
wd! to lids^ties, und^ accohtingly a peace was 
«imckided on the 18th. day of August 1004, 9t 
L(»don. Velaeco, the Constable. of Castile^ eame 
4o Englaiid to ratify the treaty, and . the Earl af 
Nottingham was sent ta Spain for the same put<* 
'pose, with a retinae so numerous and splendid^ 
tthat itastcmished the Spaniiutls, who w^ere lost ia 
fuhaiiutioB both at the magnificence pf the embassy, 
•ad the graeelial appearance of the. English gentle- 
men; for the Jesuits and other emissanes iiad dd- 
lineatod the EngHsh people as so many monstem 
and demons with conntenances ugly as their ro- 
{Hreseniatiofts of devils, as a punishment for their 
Tenott&cing the allegiance of his Holiness. *^ So 
easy it is," ehservies Wilson most happily, " for 
those jugglers, wiieU' they.haye once bound up the 
conscience, to tie up the understanding also." 

The emissaries were now informed that jthe 
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Spttikhinoinrdieoiild no longer listen to tboir 
gottttions, and tliey were B0<m after dMnmsed fioat 
die ttmrt of MaA^id. It is to be obsemMi» hoM^. 
erer, diat wben th» treaty was condnded with 
Spain^ James demanded that Baldwin the Jeank^ 
who resided in the Low ConntrieSy shonid be do* 
Htered np to him ; hot Riilip oontrived to evndn 
the request. Thns disappointed in the only quarter 
whttB they conld hope for assistance, the eiissaries 
and their employers in England had no other 
pltematire thioi either to cease their treasonafaia 
enterprises and submit to the law^ or eonttiva 
some new expedient ; nor was it long befom an 
enterprise was planned, by which it was h o p e d 
not only to enjoy their revenge, but even to a^ 
eompluii the re-establishment of the Roman Car 
iholic Church. 

It was an acknowledged doctrine of the Romiak 
Chnrdi, and Catholics, as they caH themselno^ 
may deny it as they please, that it was lawM 
and praiseworthy to depose or slay heretical kinga^ 
I do not say that thts is their acknowledged do«l- 
trine nowy because it is very probable that the 
spirit of modem times may hare compeUed then 
to modify this, as well as some others of their lOr 
iiiets. But it is certain that it is the avowed deotrino 
of the Council of Trent, and that it has never yet 
ht^n contradicted by the same authority whick 
convened that Council ; and it is equally eertain 
that it was reckoned a most orthodox tene^ during 
the reign of Elizabeth, of James,' and Charies I., 
and no sophistry or far-fetched reasoning can prove 
the contnuy. The reason is obvious : The dogasa 
of exclusive salvation is held by them, that they aso 
the only true churchy and that all those who difier 



VI* TUB OUll?0irPBR PLOT. 19 

iM»in ihen^ ud piietiime to ^^^t» th^ anllioriljr 
•f their churchy (which for once that ithaa been 
1% ht» h«B beeiiy to ny the leasty a thoiuand timea 
wrong)^ aad mora especially the oniyerBal aapra- 
iM0y of his Holineesy are heretics^ and in a state 
of daaiaable error* This pemicioas maxim was 
HCled npoQ in the enterprise of the Gunpowder treat 
son to the ntmost extent* Had it been merely a 
desperata attempt of a few laymen, whose zeal for 
ihiir tenets was greater than their knowledge, the 
ease wonM have been different ; bnt when w^ find 
that it orif^nated with priests, and was openly apr 
plawded by many of them ; that it was first en* 
cewBged by the Catholic Church of Spain^ and 
that ihe Court of Madrid, though by a measure of 
•tale policy, it terminated all negotiations with the 
English emissaries, secretly wished it success; 
thai the Pontiff had published two bulls, calling 
UjpoB the Catholics of Eogland to resist and op- 
yeee any prince who should succeed to Blizabeth'a 
eiwwn, if be did not protect and maintain the 
Italian* Church :. when we find that the Cathe* 
tie Church never published any authoritatiye de- 
liwldatiott against the treasons of those Jesu- 
ifdBf who, if Aej had been thought to have acted 
rnwug^ would have been called to aocount befjOBe 
their own ecclesiastical superiors^ and that Cress- 
wril waa SQ enthusiastic in the enterprise^ that 
M aetually risited England, tp witness the re- 
#ulkf«i.*eoeptical indeed must be the man, and* as 
JVIr Hume observes, *' hey^d the reach of argu- 
a s e nt or rsason, " who either doubts its reality, or 
jkttenipts to set.fssth^ in defiance of the cleakest 
4SirideBce»' that it. was not secretly apjilauded by 
intb* Pppifb Church* But it is tlu^ most 
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conclasivB evidence of i!!, that the ve¥f peison^ 
concerned m^ the enterprise, not only admitted i*,- 
but eren gloried in their hazardous and ddriiig 
treason.' * ' ' 

* The band of incendiarie^, at the head of whotfft 
were Father Garnet arid Catesby, being Hour \^ 
to their own resources, meditated a design, wbi^hV 
had it been successful, would have more than am^ 
flwered their expectations. In the yfear 1IM>S, 
€ramet and Catesby had a conference togiefeliery 
when the latter took it upon hhn to say, that tte 
King had broken faith with the English Cathofiesi 
Thfere cannot be a doubt, as appears from the evi^ 
deuce of Bates, Catesby's domestic, but that Graiv 
net and his associate had concocted between thetil 
their more extensive enterprise than ^e at tfeaf 
time ostensible one, which Was simply «d despatch 
the King. For, after this private conference of Ca^ 
tesby and Garnet, in the month of Septef&lXtf 
that same year, the tatter met Thomas Percy, i 
Relative of the House of Northumberluid, and on^ 
of those concerned in the former negotiations witk 
Spkin, when the usual topic was e&ferged npM 
with Ynore than ordinary vituperation; Percy, it 
Is to be observed, had been a great favourite wHft 
the King, and* was one of the gentlemen {>»nioii^ 
ers. His kinsman, the Earl of NorthunherlMidi 
had been zealous for the succession of Jaift^s, antl 
had employed him to negotiate the buemees wiii 
the English Catholics. Percy, wh<> seems tator* 
been an enthusiast in all his undertakings, not 
unlikely exceeded his commission, by heldiag forth 
to his faction hopes and promises, which sf courM 
James did not reafiife tnd ivlfil, inasnfiiMb a* 1m 
had never pledged himself at all ; and coaioqvent- 
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ff'PitrtyWBS annoyed by iiis party, whose repTOiicbes^ 
tatidB him desperate, and ready to prove bis zeal 
by* killing the King. Catesby knew well how t4 
manage him; for, after holding forth to him a cnn^ 
ning and hypocritical harangue, he so excited Per« 
cy by hi» inflammatory representations, that the 
latter said, the best way was to kill the King ; and 
fae offered to become the regicide himself. ** No( 
Tom," said Catesby, *^ thou sbalt not adventar^ 
thyself to so small a purpose ; if thou wilt be a 
traitor, there is a plot to greater advantage, and 
tach a one as can never be discovered." He theA 
b^an to unfold to him part of the plot, which not 
only included the most summary vengeance, bat 
ttlso held oilt the prospect of restoring the PopisH 
MtabHshment in England. ** In vain," said Cates- 
by to Percy," would you put an end to the-King'^ 
life : He has children, who would succeed both tb 
hvB crown and to fiis maxims of government. Ih 
Tain would you extirpate the whole royal family': 
'the nobility, the gentry, the parliament^ are tSfi 
Infected with the same heresy, and could raise to 
the throne another prince and another family^ whc^, 
besides their hatred to our religion, would be ani- 
mated with revenge for the tragical death of theiy 
jHredeoessors. To secure any good purpose, we 
must destroy at one blow the Kiiig, the Royal Fa- 
teily, the Lords, the Commons ; and bury all ow 
enemies in one general ruin« • Happily they ara all 
l^sembled on the fint meeting of the JMirliament, 
and affftrd ua the opportunity of a glorious and use- 
ful tengeance. Great preparations will not be re- 
quisite. A few of us combining^ may ran a mine 
liebw the haH in whick they meet ; and cboogm^ 
vox*. II. B 



the very moment when the King harangnes both 
bousesi; consign to everlasting destrncdon those de- 
termined enemies to all piety and religion. Mean^ 
while^ we ourselves stand aloof ; safe and nnsns* 
pected) we shall triumph in heing the instruments of 
divine wrath, and shall behold with exultation those 
sacrilegious walls, in which those edicts were passed 
Jbr proscribing our church and butchering her chil- 
dren, tossed into a thousand fragments; while 
their impious inmates> meditating, perhaps, still 
new persecutions against us, pass from flames 
above to flames below, there forever to endure the 
torments due to their offences. " * 

. This conversation took place in September 1603> 
and the Parliament was to meet on the 1st of July 
J604, at which time it was prorogued till Fel^ 
ruary and March the following year. Garnet, in 
the meantime, in January 1604--5, took the bene- 
fit of the general pardon under the Great Seal, 
which the King granted at his entrance into Lon- 
don, for all treasons which had been previously 
.committed, and this pardon he received under the 
designation of Henry Garnet, gentleman, London^ 
.without mentioning any of his feigned names ; for 
•he sometimes called himself Walley, Farmer, and 
various other surnames. Percy was charmed with 
Xiatesby's project, and they both agreed to com* 
municate the matter to a few more* f Thomas 

* Hume, ^«L ▼!. p. Si, ^ 

f It is Mseitcd by I>r Lingard, (History of England^ 
4pto, vol. vi. p. 58, &), who quotes Greenway^s MS., that 
Catesby first opened his mind to Thomas Winter, who 
was <* struck with horror at the oommunication, '* and 
•* hesitated not to piononnce the project most wicked and 
inhomaa ; "* but that he .was afterwards drawn into it by 
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Winter wqb iieiit to Flanders^ to bring over Guy 
Fawkesy who bad on a former occasion accompa- 
nied bim to Madrid, and wbo, as be was a soldier 
of fortone, and a man of desperate circanistancesy 
was ready to engage in any conspiracy. During 
his absence, Catesby proceeded to enlist new as* 
soeiates in tbe enterprise ; bat the first thing they 
did was to propose a solemn oath of secrecy to aU 
those who were to be admitted into it, calling upon 
them ** by the Blessed Trinity, and by the Sacra* 
ment they now purposed to receive^ never to dia* 
dose, ^Urectly or indirectly, by word or circum* 
Blaace^ the matter that shall be proposed to them 
in secret; nor desert from the execution thereof^ 
till tbe rest should fpre them leave. ** This oath 
was administered by one Gerard a Jesuit, after 
which the conspirators were to receive the holy 
aacrament; and when Winter arrived with Guy 
Fawkes from the Low CountnQB, in May 1604^ 
the above oath was taken at the altar, and the sa* 
crament thereafter received by Catesby, Percy^ 
Wright, Winter, and Fawkes. The last named 
person had been specially sent for, as he was litde 
known in London, and one who might assume 
any disguise without the risk of discovery ; and, 
as they well knew his resolution and desperate 
character, they had already chalked out for hint 
the business he was to perform. This oadi was 
administered to them, and tbe sacrament received, 
in a house in a retired part of the suborba of 

Catesby's justification of it, who maintained ** ibat there 
could be no doubt that ft was lawful, since God bad given 
to every man the right of repelting fbree by force^ " Th* 
^cumatance^ however, is of little moment* 



i^ondon^ onthe nqrtli side of GlemeDt'^ }fm» ta.tb6 
immediate vicinity of Chancery Lane. . ^ 

- The conspirators were now. fi^e in nufnber, tba^ 
is, fire laymen, but there can be little .doubt that 
Garnet and one or two other priests were perfectly 
acqnaiisted with it, especially. Father Gerard the 
Jesiiit, who administered the oath. . The share 
whidi Garnet had in it, (and the honour of qonr 
triying the whole affair is shared between hira an4 
Catesby), is evident from the logio which he eint 
fdoyed DBlatire to these proceedings. For Catesby 
either imaginings or perceiving, in. reality^ a disy 
pofiitioa in some of the conspiratont to queslion 
llie lawfulness of the. enterprise, inasmuch .as the 
£ftte they intended for the King and Parliameiit 
would 'necessarily destroy many Popish noblemwi 
^d gentlen^n who would be present as spectators 
at the delivery: of the King's speecli^ -applied te 
Garnet for his opinion on the whole matter; and 
asking him whether, since. their enterprise was iski^. 
tended for the destrtictiou of .the heretics, and 
enemies of the Catholic Church, it were laWfii) to 
UMTolve a number of innocent pmons in the same 
fate. Garnet was ready with bis reply, which is n 
beautiful specimen of the Jesuitical maxim^ that 
the end justifies the means, ^' Without all d<]»ubt»? 
eald he, << since the advantage will be greater X» 
the cause by the destruction of some of our fnends 
with all our enemies, it is lawful to kill and de* 
Btroy them all* Situated as we. are, we caenot 
avoid it, without having our purposes discovered 
'and defeated. A town or city, for instance, is po^ 
^ssed by the enemy, but, supposing that the her 
siegers had a few friends therein, it would be abr 
surd to refrain from besieging and taking that 
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town or city, becatise those persons happened to 
be in it. Tbey must all undergo the fortune of 
war, in the general and common destruction of the 
enemy. The case is in point : if you give intima- 
tion to those innocent persons, their zeal is not so 
great as to prevent them giving some notice of the 
enterprise ; nay, perhaps a certain principle or feel- 
ing might induce them to reveal it altogether, and* 
thus certain destruction not only awaits yourselves^ 
but also youf children, and the sword of the heretics 
will be lifted up with greater fury than before, to 
persecute the Church even uDto the death." And he 
applied a comfortable salvo in conclusion as to the 
souls of those *^ innocents," as he called them, that; 
while the heretics would be certain of passing from 
'* flames above to flames below," the Church would 
ensure the salvation of her friends, and rank them 
Among the illustrious band of the faithfal depart- 
ed. The sentiments of Garnet produced the in- 
tended efiect, and every scruple was removed by 
these pernicious maxims of expediency. 

The conspiracy being thus concocted, they be- 
gan to debate on the manner of its execution. On 
inquiry, they discovered a house adjoining to the 
old palace of Westminster, with a garden which 
extended to the side of the river. * ^ This house 
being found exactly adapted for their purpose, was 

* According to some accounts, the house was empty ; 
but in the History of the Gunpowder Treason, printed 
1678^ it is expressly stated, that it was inhabited- by a per- 
won named Ferris, whom Percy persuaded to quit, not 
without considerable difficulty ; and thus he became te- 
nant to one Whineyard,' Keeper of the Wardrobe, at whose 
disposal the house was left during the intervals of Parlift* 
ment 

B 2 
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ifflmediately taken by Percy, under tbe preUnce 
that it was convenient, because, on account of bis 
being a gentleman-pensioner, be was often about 
tbe Court. At that time there was a considerable 
speculation about a union between England and 
Scotland, which James was extremely anxious to 
accomplish ; and as the Scottish Commissioners hap- 
pened to occupy this very house, he was kept out of 
it for three months. In the autumn of 1604, how«- 
ever, it was vacated ; and he then introduced bis 
four associates, who again swore a solemn oath of 
fidelity and secrecy. Having thus obtained pos* 
session of the bouse, they soon perceived that they 
could easily run a mine of gunpowder under thia 
t'arliament House, and they began the necessary 
preparations. They met at the term of MicbaeU 
mas ; and it being necessary that they should have 
a storehouse or dep6t for the timber and othec 
combustibles they would use in constructing the 
mine, from which they might carry it as they had 
occasion, they passed over the river to Lambeth, 
on the opposite side, and found an empty yard, 
which they immediately took. They began to work 
the mine on the 1 1th of December; but though they 
applied themselves to it with incredible activity^ 
and were employed sixteen hours a day, tak« 
ing all their victuals in the excavation, they found 
it a greater labour than they at first anticipated. 
There happened to be an old building against the 
wall of the Parliament-House, on one side of the 
garden, the walls and foundations of which were 
of tolerable strength ; but obstinacy and passion' 
overcame every obstacle ; and though the wall was 
three yards in thickness, they almost pierced it,, and 
found themselves below the Hall of the Parlia- 



Vf. THE, GUMFOWDER PLOT. S7 

meot*. During this operation onl3r four of them 
mrere emiiloyed ; for Fawkes kept watch with* 
QBty ander the assumed name of Johnson, pre- 
tending that he was Percys servant, while his as-, 
sociates in the mine were armed with pistols and 
Other weapons, ready to defend themselves to the 
last, if perchance they should be surprised. The 
lubbish of the mine they buried every night iiu 
the garden, carefully covering it with the soil.* 
After diey had wrought at the mine for about a- 
fortnight with incredible perseverance, they were 
informed that the Parliament was prorogued from 
the 7th of February 1604i-5, to the 5th of Octo-.- 
ber following, upon which they desisted from their 
labour ; and after again swearing secrecy, they re- 
tired to their own houses, to spend the Christmas, 
holidays. 

During the recess, the conspirators had time to 
tsature their plans more completely. In the first 
place, they added a few more to their number, 
Thomas Bates, Catesby's confidential servant, 
whom he employed to carry arms and ammuni- 
tion into Warwickshire ; John Grant, who reside^ 
at Coventry; Robert Keys, or Keiesy a man of 
desperate fortune, whose situation at the bar, as 
it was remarked at his trial, '^ was as . good a» 
any he had ever known before ; '' Ambrose Rock- 
wood of Stanningfield, Suffolk, a man whose cha- 
racter, previous to this enterprise^ had been un-r 
impeached ; * Robert Winter, whose brother, Tho- 
mas, was one of those who had been engaged in 

- * Tt is a curious circumstance, that a Roman Catholic 
of this name, a Suffolk man, and probably of the same 
fiuDily, was eiecuted'ia King William's reign, being con^ 
cemed in a plot to assassinate tliat prince. 
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working at thdezcaTatioii,and who had been indue* 
ed by him to enter into the conspiracy ; John Wright, 
brother of Christopher Wright ; Sir Everard Digb^r, 
of Drystoke, Ratlandshire, a young man of twenty- 
fire years of age, who, after he joined the conspi- 
rators, undertook to contribute the sum of I6OO/.9 
and to hold a pretended hunt at Dunmoor in W^ar- 
wickshire about the opening of the Parliament ; * 
and Francis Tresham, of Rushton, Northampton- 
shire, who offered 2000/. for the purchase of rx>ni- 
bustibles, and the defraying of the necessary ex- 
penses. All these had the oath of secrecy ad- 
ministered to them in the usual form. 

The conspirators now looked upon their success 
as certain, and they began to discuss their - pro- 
ceedings after the execution of the plot. The 
King, Prince Henry, and the Parliament were of 
course to be involved in one common ruin ; the 
Duke of York, afterwards Charles I, being then' 
only a few years old, was not to be present, but 
Percy undertook to dispatch him ; the Princess 
Elizabeth, afterwards married to the Elector Pa- 
latine, was then at Combe Abbey, Warwickshire, 
a seat belonging to Lord Harrington. It was agreed 
that the pretended hunting-match should take place 
near Lord Harrington's on the very day of the ex* 
plosion, and that they should carry off the Princess ' 
by force.f For the expenses of these and other en- 
terprises, Sir Everard Digby's 1500/., and Tres- 

* He was the father of the famous Sir Kenelm Digby. 

t John Grrant actually attempted this. The huntiog 
did not take place ; but thinking the explosion had hap- 
pened on the 5 th of November, be and some other Ca« 
tholic zealots broke open a stable at Coventry, aad carried 
cfffooie hoKCi (flN' the purpose. 
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^^Bxi^f 2000/. were allotted ; an4 Percy.beld om to 
ifaem. that ^. would be able to rake 4000/. more; * 
.Yot they w^re by no means nnaoimpas in their opi* 
pions. . One proposed that they ahoald apply for 
foreign aid before they attempted the enteqirise, 
but this proposal was rejected, and it was only, 
agreed that the^y should ask the aid of France and 
Spain after the explosion. It wap finally conclud- 
ed jthat the life of ^the Princess EUzabeth should 
{>e preserved, and that, haying her in their own 
)iands, they sho.uld proclaim her Queen. For thit 
purpose, a proclamation was drawn out, to be 
published immediately after ^ the explosion, care* 
f^lly refraining, from any aUusiott. to religious to- 
picsy lest xb^y should alarm th|» people ; and j| 
was resolved that the whole enterprise .^should be 
fiitfaered on the Puritans, f . 
( : The unexpec^d prorogadon' of Parliament was 
thiis o( the most essential service to the conspira- 
toiB» though there caa be little doubt that their 
plot eveQtttally failed on account oS these suceee* 
#ive postponements. Without these, howerer, 
^ey would have been hardly able to have accom* 
plished their excavation in due time. They met 

* He iotended '* to scrape together whatever he could 
fhnn the revenues' of the Earl of Northumberland."— 
History of the Powder Plot, 4to, London, 1674, p, a 

•j^ Rapin, 8vo. edit. vol. is. p. 288, S89. This may ex. 
plain a remarkable passage in Peck's Desiderata CuriosSf 
respecting ihe plot, (lib. xii. p. 23.) as containing the opi- 
nions of the well-known Dr Weston. *< Among the rest,'** 
tfiays Mr Arthur WikoB, ** I desfred him (Dr Weston) to 
t^ me whether there were any kind or reiish of tniUi 
(which 49me JetuUs doe torite) that the Puritans in £Qg* 
land did machinate the gunpowder treason. He told mee 
pUdnly that it'was but to take off the first edge of the scan' 
daUy for heknew/fiij both in4hm cmUrwing and ading." 
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m ftbeir hotue at Westmiimter after the festittit ct 
Chmtmas, on tlie 30th of January 1604-5jt and 
again proceeded to the construction of the mine^ 
with a considerable accession to their number. 
Yet their labour was one of the greatest difficulty, 
more especially to men unaccustomed to manual 
operations, notwithstanding their inde&tigable ar- 
dour* They were threatened to be annoyed by 
water below a certain depth ; and besides, it wa» 
hardly possible to excavate a wall three yards thick«. 
and bnilt chiefly of large stones. Nevertheless 
they proceeded, when a fortunate discovery en- 
abled them to desist. They were one day dig« 
giag with their usual ardour, and attempting to 
pierce the wall, when they were startled by a noise 
m if proceeding from the other side, or immediately 
above theur heads. Thmking they were discover- 
ed, they grasped their weapons, and prepared to 
defend themselves or peridi on the spot. Hie 
noise, however, subsiding, they summoned Fawkes 
from his reconnoitring position, and sent him to 
learn the cause of alarm. He soon returned, and 
informed them that it proceeded from a vault or 
cellar immediately under the House of Lords, in 
which coals had been kept and sold; that the 
possessors of the vault were then disposing of their 
coals, and that the vault would be afterwards let Ui 
the highest bidder. On receiving this joyfril intel- 
ligence, they abandoned their excavation. Fawkes 
was commissioned to hire it in the name of his pre- 
tended master ; which he immediately did. In a 
few days they obtained possession of it. On the 
25th of March, they removed their combustibles 
by night from their vard at Lambeth ; they depo- 
sited in it twenty barrets of gunpowder, with a 
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uropoitfa»able quantity of fiiggots and otber com* 
DBStibles ; and, as it was not tbeir interest to excito 
any suspicion, they bad recourse to an expedient 
as cunning as it was bold and hazardous* They 
covered the combustibles with iron, coals, stones^ 
articles of household furniture, and other lumber; 
the door was frequently left open, in a seemingly 
careless manner, as if it had been a coal-cellar aa 
before, and every person was allowed to enter who 
pleased, without, challenge. They then separatedf 
purposing to meet a few days before the opening 
of parliament in September. 

In the interval, although it had been resolved 
not to apply for any foreign aid» the conspirator^ 
were by no means inattentive to their affidn oil 
the Continent. In Flanders, in particular, they 
had a number of friends, such as Sir William Stan^ 
ley, Hugh Owen, and Baldwin the Jesuit* Thif* 
iber they sent Fawkes, about the beginning of 
summer, as his services were not immedisPUily 
wanted, with a letter from Father Garnet to Bald* 
win, and with instructions that he should endear* 
▼our to procure a supply of military stores, and 
intrigue with some of the English officers then en<» 
gaged in foreign service* Garnet was also anxioua 
that the Pope's consent should be obtunedy and 
he prevailed with Sir Edmund Bynam to go to 
Rome, and procure a bull, not only commending^ 
the enterprise^ but also prohibitiog any insurrec-^ 
tionary tumults of the Catholics in England be- 
fore the execution of the plot ; in the n^Bantimoy 
he took the Pope's consent as already granted in. 
ibe two bulls he had received in the year 1601 « 
Fawkes admitted Owen into the seoretii^ Flandersg 
after iukninistering ip him their oathy who pi»- 
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mised to fiirtber it to the utmost of bis power; 
and to dispose Stanley towards it, whom he did not 
think coaid be trusted at the present, as he was* 
then attempting to negotiate his pardon with thot 
English Government for having given up Deven-^ 
ter to the Spaniards. It is said, that though Fawkeft 
endeavoured to manage his business with caution^ 
yet, from his being known as a man of desperate fov^ 
tune and suspicious character, he was not allowed 
to pass without notice; and that Cecil was re-f 
peatedjy warned about his movements- and sedi- 
tious appearance ; but as no certain opinion could 
be formed as to his intentions more than mere con- 
jectures, 'which were very fieir from the truth, the Hii'^ 
■ister paid little attention to these friendly hints* 
During Fawkos' absence, in the month of July, ^ 
conspirators deposited in the vault an additi(»ial 
number of barrels of gunpowder, making m all 
thirty-six, which they covered with a thousand 
billets of wood, and five hundred faggots.. Fawke* 
returned to England in September, where he found 
bis associates all assembled, in immediate expecta* 
tion of the opening of the Parliaments But they 
were again disappointed ; the Parliament was pro* 
rogued till the fifth of November. Astonished 
and mortified at thiA intelligence, they immediately 
concluded that the plot hftd been discovered. 
Trembling and fearful, they mingled with the 
crowd in the House of Loids, to hear the com*^ 
missimi for the prorogation read; and watched^ 
with tremulous anxiety, the countenances of die 
eommissicmers during the ceremony. But no 
inferences could be drawn that any suspicions 
existed; and the commissioners were observed 
** to walk and converse on the ?ery surfiMo of- tb^ 
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YalcBOQ prepared for their destmciioii. *" * The^ 
cKmspimtorB then aeparatcd, ivith the intention of* 
meeting. ten dap before the opening of Parlia* 
ment. 

As the eventful day approached, by. a singdar^ 
oontmdiction, they were more elated, and moret 
sanguine of success. Catesby had been infonned' 
by Winter, that Prince Henry was not to be pre^- 
sent at the (Parliament, and there was another en-: 
terprise planned against him, should it so happen.* 
On the 14th day of October, they finally arranged 
liieir plans. Guy Fawkes undertook to fire tfaet 
mine ; immediately after which, he was to get oil; 
board a ship, stationed for that purpose in theXbamee; 
at the expense of Tresham, and betake himself 
to Flanders, where he was to order measures for. 
pnbinhing a defence of the act, to despatch letterr 
tQ all the Catholic princes, and to send over, Ht 
possible, a supply of anns and ammunition. Percy, 
fmn his official situation in the Court, was to en* 
ter the palace, and seize the person of the Duke** 
df York, under the pretence of conveying him toL 
It place of safety. Tresham, Digby, and Grants' 
with some others, were to surprise Lord Harring*: 
ton's house, and secure the Princess Elizabet^b*) 
Catesby was to proclaim the new soyeretgn at 
Charing-Croes ; and a Protector of the kingdoor 
wts to be appointed during the minority of the in«* 
Amt Eliaabeth. A list of all the noUemen and; 
iwmmoneR whom it was intended to sare was 
dimwn out; and it was resoked to give each of 
tiiem an urgent notice^ on the inmming of the con- 

• LEngard, Tol vl p. 43. 
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•piracy, if in London, not to go near ih% Hem^, 
or, if fae should be in the coontry, measures shoiald 
be taken to prevent his sadden arrival* And, -fr* 
nally, an eminence at Hampstead was appointed 
as tJie place where the priests, who, on acconot of 
their profession, had excused themselves from hav^ 
ing any personal share in the plot, and others^ 
would witness the explosion, which eminence is 
to this day most appropriately designated Tred* 
tors' HUL 

There were various meetings of one or other of 

Ae conspirators, previous to the eventftil day of 

the intended explosion; and Father Garnet wm 

particularly active in his epistolary correspondence* 

At White Webbs, near Enfield Chase, Catesby, 

Fawkes, and Winter, had a meeting about the 

middle of October. At this meeting, acconHng 

to Dr Lingard, Tresham suddenly appeared, eon*' 

fused and thoughtful, pleading most earnestly lliat 

William Parker, Lord Monteagle, a Catholic no* 

bleman, who had married his sister, should receive 

intimation of the danger. He also, asserts thitt 

historian, recommended farther delay, declaring that 

he could not then famish money, but that, in m 

ahort time, he would be in possession of 16,00<MLy 

by accomplishing certain sides which he intended 

to make ; that the explosion might take place as 

well at the close as at the opening of Parliament ; 

and that, in the meantime^ they might make use of 

his ship in the Thames, and retreat for « while U^ 

Flanders. It is also said that Catesby, whe faed 

previously suspected him, was now confirmed in 

his suspicions, but that he deemed it prudent te 

acquiesce. Whether or net the interview, and tbci 

•ttspidons of Catesby, be well founded, il iaaead* 
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loiB to inqftire. They do not prove any tbing be* 
|Q»nd the troth of the story* One thing is clear, that 
oat one of the twenty persons to whom the secret 
had been intrusted before the dreadful day, Tie- 
kued his oath of secrecy, * although they knew that 
the enterprise had been planned a year and a half. 
Bold, resolute, and undaunted, they appear to hare 
been influenced neither by the fear of punishment, 
the hope of reward, nor the emotions of p>ty» 
** The holy fury, " observes the histoiian of Eng- 
laiidy ** bad extinguisbed in their breast every other 
BOttve ; and it was an indiscretion at last, pro« 
ceediag from those very bigotted prejudices and 
fiartialities, which saved the nation. " 

It has been maintained by some writers, parU* 
<snlarly Osborne in his Traditional Memoirs, that 
James received notice of the whole conspiracy 
fi^om Henry IV. of France, who, having lately re^ 
stored the Jesuits in France, received much im« 
portant intelligence from ihem. But had this beea 
the case, we would, beyond a doubt, have found 
some intimation to that effect in the letters of the 
Count de Beaumont, who left London in October 
for Paris. Monsieur de la Broderie succeeded 

* It would appear, that there was also a woman priry 
in some degree to the conspiracy, Mrs Anne Vauzf or 
Fttwkes, pnSbably related to Guy, for whom Father Gar- 
iiei entertained something more than a platonic affection. 
<• At his death, " observes Sir Walter Scott, « Garnet 
seemed anxious to clear her from a report, that she should 
lie married to him or worse, and protested, that she was a 
virtuous gentlewoman, and, for him, a pure virgin. "* 
Fowlisy however, in his History of Popish Treasons, af* 
firms, that she went by the name of Anne Garnet ; and 
Robert Winter confessed, that they cohabited publicly to^* 
gether at Henlipin Worcestershire, — Lord Soraers* Tracts, 
voL ti. p. loa 
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BeotuDoi&t 88 amlrassadar; aad in thaflwfc ftu d tonce^ 

vhich he bad, after the disco very of the treasoB, James 

merely thanked Henry for apprehending one of Ae 

oonspirators at Pari% and deliFering him to tb0< 

English ambassador ; so that it may be safely con«. 

jactured that^ had Henry really xevealed the pk>t> 

to James» the thanks of the latter would have been. 

on. a diffeient subject. It is another thing, .how-*^ 

oyer, as> it respects Cecil* who, although there la 

not the slightest evidence to prove that be knew 

any ^ing of the matt^^ although he and his vmt^. 

ter. have been atrociously branded with its^ cQn*^ 

^vance» and although the eventful 5th of Novem*, 

her was afterWards jocularly termed CeciTs Ho^ 

Uda^t might probably have received aome obscura 

and doubtful hints from some of the secular clei^g^ 

whom he favoured, and between whom and ^e 

Jesuits there had always eadsted a mortal halzed 

and jealous feud, and who, moreover, had becA 

sometimes serviceable to Cecil during Elizidnsth's 

reign, in discovering some of the practices of the 

latter ; for it is a very remarkable circumstance^ 

that we ^onld never Imve knowa any thing of the 

tricks and feuds of the Catholic priests at all» bad 

they not always fallen out among themselves^, i^d 

invariably endeavoured to spoil each others tqido^ 

The same remarks apply to the hints which ai^ 

given in the Duke of Sully's Memoirs, about; 

some stidden blow which was intended in Eng* 

land ; and, from the known practices ^d daring 

turbulence of the times, it is easily explained how. 

James was advised to take warning from the frita 

of Henry IH. James was not the man to thrush 

himself into danger; and his constitutional timi<^. 

dity is a weighty argument in his favour. It is 
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BO doubt true, that in the harangue which was 
pTononnced at Rome in praise of Ravilliac, the 
assassin of Henry IIL, which is a conclusive proof 
that the Jesuits approved of that murder, it is 
stated that *' Henry IV. Was not only an inveterate 
enemy to the Catholic religion, hot had obstructed 
the glorious enterprises of those that would have 
restored it in England, and occasioned them to be 
erowTwd with martyrdom ; ** — " and it is well 
known, " observes Bishop Kennett, *< that Garnet 
and the rest that were executed for the Gunpow- 
der Plot, were reputed martyrs for the Catholic 
cause by the College of Jesuits at Rome, where 
that harangue was pronounced. " But as th^ Je« 
atiits enterfained always a deadly hatred towards 
the secular clergy, (which indeed was reciprocal), 
and as there happened to be none of the secular 
clergy engaged in the Plot, but priests of their own 
Order, it was natural for them to father the dis- 
covery of it on their old enemies. It is certainly 
dear, notwithstanding the reasoning of Bishop 
Kennett and other writers, that if Henry IV. 
knew of the plot, he did not communicate it to 
J^ames. 

Let us, however, turn our attention to the con* 
apirators. On the 26th day of October, Lord 
Mont^le, while he was at dinner, received a 
letter from one of his pages, who said that it was 
given him by a tall man, whose features he did 
not recognise. Lord Monteagle opened it, and, 
perceiving that it was without date or signature, 
ordered to be read aloud by a domestic. It was 
written to the following effect, as it is printed 
by Dr Lingard from the Arcbaeologia. 

c 2 



38 ' COMSMRACIXS. 

.. ^< My lord out of the love i heava to Bone of 
youere frends i hare a caer of youer proienraoeon 
therefor i would ad^yse yowe as yowe tender 
youer lyf to devyse some ezscuBe to shift of youer 
attendance at this parleament for god and man 
bath concurred to pnnishe the wickednes of thia 
tyme and thinke not slightlye of this advertesment 
but retyere youre self into youre contri wbeara 
yowe maye expect the event in safti for^thowghe 
tbeare be no apparance of anni stir yet i saye 
tbaye shall receyye a terribel blowe this parlea- 
ment and yet thay shall not see who hurts them 
this cowncel is not to be contemned because it 
may do yowe goode and can do yowe no harme 
for the danger is passed as soon as yowe have 
burnt the letter and i hop god will giro yowe the 
grace to mak good use of it to whose holy protec* ; 
tion i commend yowe. " 

Different opinions have existed as to the writer of 
this letter, which was in a hand any thing but legible. . 
While some sceptics have been so extravagant aa to , 
affirm it " a neat device of the Secretary'' (Cecil) * 
and others, that it was written or sent by Monteagle'a 
sister, Mary, the wife of Thomas Habington, f a gen- 
tleman of Worcestershire ; it seems now to be the 
general opinion, that it was sent by Tresham him*. 
self, though he denied it» as he wished to save his 
brother-in-law. This was the general opinion of the, 
conspirators themselves, as s^pears from Thomaa 
Winter's confession ; it was the opinion of a good, 
number of the Catholics, % and *< Bishop Good* 

* Osborne's Traditionary Memoirs, apud BalUtityneV 
Collection, voU i. p. 180. 

t Father of William Habiogton, the poet, author q£i 
" Castara,** 

I " Father Juyen9i {Hist, Societatit /etU; lib. xiii. § 4^.) 



VI. THJI GVMMOVrDMBL PLOT. d$>' 



Answer to Weldoa's Court of King » 
flfty% that Tresfaam sent it," * though Mont- 
eagle himself strongly suspected Percy, who, he: 
thooght, inight have a natural wish to save him, be- 
cause his father Lord Morley had been a consider- 
aUe sufferer for the Catholic cause in the reign of 
Elisabeth. But be this as it may, though there 
seems to be no doubt, that Tresham wrote the let-^ 
ter, j: Monteagle, though he could not understand 
it, and suspected it to be some trick of his ene- 
mies, thought it best to lay it before Cecil. In 
the meantime, on the following day, the indivi* 
dual, who had read the letter at Lord Monteagle s 
tiMe, called upon Winter, and informed him, that his 
Lopdship, suspecting that there was some plot, had 
laid it before the Secretary of State, and besought' 
him, if he were concerned in any enterprise, to 
consult his safety by flight. Winter, howeyer, pre- 
tended that the letter must hare been a mere hoax; 
but as soon as the person- left him, he set out iw 
quest of his associates, to whom he communicated 
the tidings at White Webb, near Enfield Chase*{ 
They diarged it upon Tresham, but still they hop- 
ed that it would be disr^arded. 

On the 31st of October, Catesby, Winter, and 
Tresham, had another meeting in Enfield Chase» 
alter which they sent Fawkes to examine the vault*' 
Their associate, however, found every thing in it 
as usual, aor did it appear that the slightest search 

«ipress1y says; that <* Tresham, one of the conspira- 
Von, sent to Lord Monteagle^ his friend, the letter reveal- 
ing the conspiracy." Note apud Butler's Historical Me- 
moirs of the English Catholics, vol. i. p. 264<. 

* Lord Somers' Tracts, edited by Sir Walter Scott, 
Vol. ii p. 1(M«. 
• f Thi»i6 clearly proved by Dr Lingard, vol.- vL p.dO; 
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had been made. From thia it was eoncladed Um* 
no Bospicions exiatedy and they were again hdled 
into security. 

Cecil, though he ridiculed the letter, neverthe- 
less determined to lay it before the King. Jame» 
was. then at Royston on a hunting expedition, bat 
he returned to Westminster on the 1st of Nof«ra- 
her. This intelligence was soon conveyed to Win«> 
t«r, who immediately, on a Saturday night, had a 
long interview with Tresham in Lincoln's Inn 
Walks, and returned to Catesby with the answer^ 
that the plot had been discovered by the ministen.. 
While they were vacillating in their puiposea 
what to do, they determined first to see Percy be- 
(ore they came to any final resolution. They saw 
that individual on the 4th of November, when hia 
influence and his rhetoric prevailed with them to 
persevere. The only result was a change in their 
arrangements. Fawkes undertook still to guard 
the cellar, and to set fire to the train; Percy and 
Winter resolved to stay in London ; and Catesby 
aad John Wright departed for Warwickshire* 

It must be observed, that the <mly cause for the 
suspicious which the conspirators entertained that 
dieir enterprise was discovered, arose from their 
knowledge of the fact, that the letter before men- 
tioned had been sent to Monteagle. Such is the 
result of conscious crime ; for, as the poet has well 
observed, *^ suspicion always haunts the guilty 
mind." Then it is that the slightest occurrence 
excites alarm ; the most trival incident rouses the 
feelings, and brings the whole career of crime 
to the recollection. If they had been really consci- 
ous that the mine was discovered, or that Cecil 
knew it| as is pretended, would they not have been 
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vi. TH« iooxFomnn plot. 11 

t» have follow^ dw adviceof Fenfi 
md y iwefor ed in aa e&terpvisd wkich nmst of ne- 
cessity haTe inyolyed them in certain destnietioa ? 
W^nhl Farey, if he had been so cenTiiiced, haTB 
iljmnthat advice, or wonkl Jie and Winter have 
Miyained in London ? Or woold Fairket, deeper^ 
ado as he was, hare nerertheleaa remained in n 
p1aiS0, and undertaken to perform apart, which' 
fRtk equal Qertabty woold have brought destrac* 
^aa upon hkn ? Or woidd Fadier Gttoety on the 
fimt of Norember, the Terjrdayon which ^e King 
lOtMmed to London, and ho knew well all tkew 
oraoaedingB, hare pnUicly funjed for thebloBsing 
^vHeaven on the enterpriae?^ Or woold Gates* 
b^rand John Wright ha^ ^d<^Mrted for their ran* 
dovrons in Warwickshire, to animate their frieadl 
ia^m enterprise, which, if they were not madmen, 
they most htfre known was now hopeless ? It is 
cisarly obnons, that thoi^ they were haiass od 
by their suspicions^ Ihoy $tM trosled'that Mont^ 
es^Wa letter- would her treated as a mere trick. 
«' It was, howevor, otherwiae; and however much 
it-may be lidicoled byaumy, it was to thecan^ 
tiott of Mottteagle, the poliey of CecO, and the sa^ 
gadty of James, and fear, as it has been well oh» 
aewed, ^* is a considerable sharpener of the i4>pre^ 
kmsian, *' that the nation was saved from witness* 
ing a cataatrophe anparalleledin history. Wheit 

••'.,». ' » ! 

* It WIS surged against Garaet on his trial, that upon 
All Souls^ Xlay, he caused his congregation to sing tbf 
following ancient hymn : , 

**'Gentem auferte perfidam 
Crcdentium de finlbus ; 
Ut Christo laudes debitas 
. « Persol valgus alacriter..*' 
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the King amfed» tho letter was lakt. before hhm^ 
be repeatedly read it» and spent two bows ia oe»* 
anlliiig witb his ounisten. Cedl, notwithstand* 
ing his policy in thinking it bis duty to lay tfm 
letter before the King, thought it the fMrodactioftoi 
a fool ; bat James tbooght otherwise. The onimMHi 
phrase a *^ ierribdbhwe;" the word parkament^ 
the expression, ^^di^shcUlnoi see who hurts them^*^ 
sank deep into the King's mind ; and probably be 
reooUected «t the moment the melancholy catMK 
trephe of his &ther Lord Damley. * The cowW 
iera attd sycophants might have magnified this m^ 
gacity as they pleased into a dMne i l iumm a ti im t 
Amt flattery was the besetting sin of the times, and 
Jranes may hare taken to himself the exdosive 
mmt of discovering the whole, which, by Uie wayv 
be did, though Cecil maintained that be bimeel^ 
and the Earl of Suffolk, Lord Chamberlain, had 
alone interpreted the mysterious letter ; f still b» 
caanot be denied the praise of shrewdness and 
sagacity, whether or not th^ arose, in this i»<>. 
stance, from his constitutional timidity* The re- 
salt of the deliberation was, that gunpowder waa- 
suspected, and an order was given that the vanlta 
of the Parliament-House should be searched. 

This office devolved on Suffolk, as Lord Chai' 
berlain. The resolution, it is to be observed, waa. 
adopted on the 1st of November, but Su&Ak pur-». 
posely delayed his search till the 4th. On the 

* On this subject Sir Walter Scott has well remarked^' 
*< It is very probable that the idea of using guopowder 
was suggested by the fate of Jaoies''s father, blown up in 
the Kirk-of-Field» at Edinburgh. It is singular how 
pearly the son escaped a fate similar, thouf^h very uncom* 
Bion." Lord Skupiers* 2Vacfs, Tohii. p. 16(X ^ 

f Contrast Cedrs account of it, in his ietiat Ip S^ 
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wemag of that day, wbich wae on Mondsf^ Suf^ 
filft'and Monteagle, with some otfaera, prooeeded 
t& Ihe Parliament Homey where, after iospecting 
Fercf 's hoiite» and inquiring to whom it belonged^, 
he entered the vault. He asked Whineyard, the 
MftBter<of the Wardrobe, what use he had made of 
Ae lower roomq and cellars, who answered, that 
Thomas Percy had hired both the house and the 
#ellar in which they now were; and that the wood 
and* furniture belonged to him. Fawkes happen- 
ed to be present, in his pretended character as 
"Betcfp servant, and casting his eyes on him, he re- 
nwrikcfd to hun^ that his master had laid in a great 
store of fuel. Pretending to.take merely a casual 
and indiier^t glance of what he saw^ Suffolk left 
the vault, and jMroeeeded to.^e King, to whom he 
made his report. 

The desperate conspirator might have made his 
sseape, had he pleased ; but still thinking, from 
Suffolk's manner, that there would he no farther 
search, after informing Percy of the circum* 
stance, he resolved to remain, and fire the mine at' 
tiw first appeamnce of dangw, or perish. Suffolk, 
however, bad resolved that a thovongh seardi 
should be made. The name of Percy excited 
stifOBg snapicioBa, as he was known to be a rigid 
Pi^nst, and it was not likely that he could 
want so much wood and combustibles for his own 
use, as he Mved so little in London. An order 
was aeoordiagly given to Sir Thomas Knyvet» 
Steward of Westminster, to search die vault dur- 
ing the night, under the pretence of attempting to. 

ChtaAe§ Cornwall, his own private friend, November 9tb 
MOfi^ with the King*« own accdant of it, in Bishop Mono 
HlHs'k 91^100 oClM Work% editk lolio» laiO. 
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find^some stolen tltpestry hangiAgs ; to temoTe th^ 
wood, and to see what waft concealed under It;! 
About two in the morning of the 5th of Norem-. 
ber, Knyret proceeded thither With a party of sol- 
diers. Fawkes had been all night in the vanhy. 
and had just concluded his final preparations. Hft 
at the very moment opened the door, when he was 
seized by Knyvet and the soldiers. He was boot^ 
ed and spurred, as if ready for a journey. In h\» 
pockets were found three matches and a tind^-i 
hdx; and a dark lantern, with a light in it, was« 
found concealed behind the door. *' Ah ! T said 
the villain, when the soldiers were binding him^ 
** God would have concealed, but the devil dis- 
covered the conspiracy." He did not attempt ta 
deny the design : he said it was to have been ex** 
ecuted that very day ; and he only regretted that 
he had not been able to set fire to the train, where- 
by he would have sweetened his own death wilb 
tiiat of his enemies, and involved them aH in one 
general 'volcano of destruction. 

The seai^h immediately commenced ^ the wood> 
and lumber were removed ; the barrels of gtm-» 
powder were discovered ; and the mine which waa 
to cause the tremendous explosion. At four o'clook; 
that morning, the King and his ministers interro-* 
gated the conspirator. Before them he appeared 
with the same hardened intrepidity. He said his 
name^ was Johnson, and he was the servant- of 
Thomas Percy. His answers were vague^ and 
sffi>rded no explanation of the matter, or die names 
6t his associates. He was repeatedly examined 
before he was committed to the Tower^ and some- 
times he indulged in bitter sarcasm. When a 
Scottish noblemaa asked him what he intoided to: 
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do. with 80 many barrels of . gunpowder, he re- 
plied, '^ To blow the Scolch beggars- back to thehr 
native mountains. '' * On another occasion, he 
eaidy '' I am ready to die, and will rather suffer 
ten thousand deaths, than accuse my master, or 
any other. " 

Percy had ^dined on Monday the 4th at Sion 
House, a few miles from London, on the banks of 
the Thames, with the Earl of Northumberland. 
Fawkes, after the Yisit of Suffolk, met Percy on 
the road returning to London, and informed him 
of the circumstance. The conspirator instantly 
fled to the general rendezrous, to inform Catesby 
of the discovery. About five o'clock on. Tuesday 
morning (the 5th), Winter was visited by Wright 
another, of the conspirators, who, after observing 
to him something about Lord Monteagle, said» 
" Arm, and come along to Essex House, for I am 
going to call . up my Lord of Northumberland ; *' 
adding, " The matter is discovered." *< Go back,*' 
replied Winter, '< and learn what ^you can about 
Essex Gate. " He departed, but soon returned, 
saying, <' All is lost ; Lepton [an officer of jus* 
tice] is on horseback at Essex door, and as he de- 
parted, he asked their Lordships [the Council] if . 
they would have any more with him ; they said. No; 
and he galloped through Fleet Street as fast as he 
could. " '' Go, then, " replied Winter, << and in- 
form Percy; it is him they seek, and bid him- 
flee ; I will stay and see the uttermost. " Win- 
ter, not knowing that Percy had • fled, then 
went to the Parliainent House, to ascertain the 

* Lingard, vol. vi. p. 64^ 
VpL. U. B . 2 
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tratb of the dimovory. He foand tke gates of 
the court or pakce Tigticntl^r gvarded, aaNt no 
one mllowed to enter ; he then went to the Pto- 
liaaaent Honse^ but in his progress ke was iatef^ 
mpted by a line of soldiers in King Streety wlio 
refused to let him pass. He heard one sftjr new 
him, '< There is treason discovered ; ni whkh the 
King and the Lords were to be blown Qp.'* Hear* 
.ing thiS) he made off qiuetly, and, gpetdsg oft 
horseback, he fled into Warwicksbinb ^ 

The news of the conspiracy spread like Kgte» 
ning over the coontry. The censptraters wev^e 
ehiefly in Warwiek^ne» at the pretended hnntiag 
match of Sir Everar d Digby, with the intention ^ 
seizing the Princess Eliaabedi, who provideaiiatty 
escaped by being taken to Coventry. They tf»* 
;rersed in haste Warwick sad Worcester^re% pur^ 
sued by the sheriffs of those coMities, aad fbond 
themselves miserably deceived as t* the number 
of their friends ; for, though there had been soma 
disturbances in. Wales, excited by the CathoUea 
that very year, they could not collect ommto thaa 
eighty men, ezcksive of their own few followers and 
servants. With this force, however, they resolved 
to turn and defend themselves at Holbcnch HoqmIi 
on the borders of Staffordshire, the residence of 
Stephen Littleton, one of their recent associatee. 
This was on the fom^ morning after the discovery 
•f the conspiracy. While they were preparing 
for battle, a spark accidentally fell among their 
gunpowder ; an ea^losion took pkce ; Cateabf) 
Percy, Rockwood, and others, were dreadfcit)y 
scorched, and almost experienced the fate they in- 

* Confessions of Thoacias Winter> State l^rieb* 
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UnM ISor dieir noverevgSL During tbis conlnstoii, 
the grester {rant of their followers took the oppor- 
tvaity to escape, odcI it was wdl they did so ; for 
wit^ an hour afterwards tiie house was surrouBd- 
etf fay 8ir Richaid Walsh, the sheriff of Woroes- 
tefshire* To his tummons of surreader ^y re* 
twned am mamer of haughty defiance. Kbow- 
iag well the fiite which awaited llien if taken, 
they wave defl|>erate. They coafessed themselTes, 
reottrsd tfbsoltttion ; and then resolved to Heft 
tMr UvM at the dearest rate. Catesby, Percy, 
and the two Wrigfaits si^ied out. into the court- 
yard, wliore tliey exposed themselres to the 6re 
di the aasulBiits* In this extreiAity the populace 
alae aMadced ^ein. Catesby waa shot dead on 
the spdt ; P»cy was mortally wounded, and sur- 
rifwA (Msly two days. * The two Wrights fell 
daad benewdi the ire of ilie assaihuits* Thomas 
Witetetf Reekweod, Grant, and Keys, wm-e taken 
pviso&eia in the bouse. Sir fiverard Digby, Ro- 
bcft Winter, and LHideton, endem^fffed to make 
tkslr escape, but 4m^ were soon after mpprehend- 
eAi «Bd brought to London. 

it WW some time before the trial of the eonspira- 
tmB look pinco) previflpusly to which Uiey were re- 
p€»ted]y flsounkml by the council, and even tor- 

* Catesbv and Percy were killed by one John Suvet, 

a citizen of Worcester, who loaded bis piece with two 

balls, and aiming it over a wall, one killed Catesby as be 

ittMied out, and the other mortally wounded Percy. He 

ssfelved a 'penaieki of «wo sbUHngs »«lay dvring life from 

the King/ It appeam that JaaDss had pconused lOCKW* 

for Percy's appr^o»oa-«-Petition of John Street, to 

CSecil, Eari of Saliabuty, in Kovember 1605, apud Lodge's 

IliiisMitioas af Brtliah ISbtory, &c. 44ch London, 1791, 

ToL iii p* aOO^ 8914 
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Uured in the Tower. Fawkes, the monent be hewdl 
that bis asflociateB had appeared in arms, madeakiad 
of disclosure of the whole. But the eo&8{Hrary wa» 
fiiBt dereloped by Thomas Winter, v4io made a 
cmifession, in which was the first full discovery of 
the conspiracy. Immediately thereafter, s war* 
rant was issued to apprehend Tresham, who waa 
found Inikii^ about London. He was committed 
to the Tower, but be died there shortly aftei^waida 
of a strangury. The connection which the priests 
bad with the enterprise was soon discovered, from 
the confessions of the conspirators m custody* 
Warrants were issued to apjwehend Garnet, Green* 
way, Gerrard,aad Hall, alias Oldeome. Th# 
former was taken, but the three lattw, after a- ▼»<*• 
riety of adventures, escaped to the Continent. * 

After being confined in the Tower for neurly^ 
two months, the prisoners,' Fawkes, Grant, Rock* 
wood. Keys, Rob^t and Thomas Winter, aad 
Thomas Bates, were brought to trial on the 27tb 
of January 1 605-6. Sir Everard Digby was al8(» 
arraigned on another indictment at the saine time. 
The commissioners were the Earis of Nottingfaam,. 
Suffolk, Worcester, Devonshire, Nbrthunptmi, and 
Salisbury, Sir John Popham, Lord CbtefyBaRNa. 
Fleming, and Sir Peter Warburton. Sir Edwaid 
Philips, the King s sergeant*at-]aw, and Sir Ed- 
ward Coke, the attorney-genera), conducted the 
prosecution. After hearing their confessions and 
voluntary declarations, they were found guilty, and. 
not one of them, except Rockwood, attempted w 
set up any kind of defence. They all in general 
acknowledged the fact. Thomas Winter desirec^ 
to be hanged for. his brother; Fawkesbad the hart 
dibood to plead not guilty, though he afterwarde'' 
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qoiHied h; Keys said, that liis afldnr wen dM» 
ytwit i , nd <* M giMd now as at any •(bcr tine^;'* 
Bmm and Rebeit Wintar claimed aiercy ; OraMf 
wai ailcnt far amw time^ aad tkaa admitted thai 
1m was gailty of a amtpiraoy intended, hat never 
afectad; Rod iw aa d aabawlted hiiaeetf lotiw wyal 
■nrey. Sir EviffBrd i>%by adkaowledged iha 
ariaie, and after a tpeeob, m whidb he atlenpte^ 
to oAbt apne eaq^aaaliansy the imfbitaBale gea» 
deman crayed that his estate migfat lie settled em 
hia felatioDS, and hk dehts paid; HesobmiBnTely 
bagged pardon of the King and tfaa Loftli, and en« 
treated to he beheaded. Thn iast request, haw- 
meff was not oonplM with; they were all eon* 
damned to the asne pnnUnnent. At the osneln* 
aion of the trial, the naiDftanate Sb Evaiard hewad 
to the I^ers, and said, ^ HI night bat hear any 
ni ynar Lordships say, that yon forgive me, 1 
ahaH go the mom chaerfiaHy to the scafibtd." The 
Lords imnsediataly said, ** May God forgive "yea, 
as we do.*^ * 

On the SM of Jaanary, the etacatien of four 
af theai took plaee, namely, Sir EfomMi Digby, 
Rahevt Wkter, Grant, and Bales. IW wew 
dniwn b hardies frantha Towar thfaagh ibe dty 
af London to St PMd's Chardiyard, where tho 
aeaffbld was ereetsd at the a^est end of Ae obi ea- 
tliedral,and there they were hanged and qaarMred. 



* Tiwi iiiiiwaiwili giatlfflatn ii n mflsiiilidlji imiiiiiiii 
af tl^ ciEictB of Ustemng to rtisb counscL So completely 
bad bis mind been peryerted by the sophistry of his uq« 
principled associates, that he is said to have written to his 
kidy ther bis condemnation, Aat it oef er occurred to hhn 
tbssa was aay lia ia the cDtcvpriae. 

d2 
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Digby appeatred fii^t on the sosifold. H# wad^ 
m dbort speech ; and, sfker practismg his dcvolsana 
meoerding to the rites of the Catholic church, sab^ 
joitted to the execntioiier. Winter .appeared ee-f 
oond ; Grant third ; the last was Bates, whohlam** 
ad his master Catesby for bis melmcholy late. It 
IS said, that when the execationer tore the hear^ 
from Sir Everard's body, and exclabned, " This Ift 
the heart of a traitor ; '' he had still life io .«z** 
daim, << Thou liest. " 

On the following day, Thomas Winter, Rock- 
wood, Keys, and Fawkes, were drawn in the same 
manner from the Tower to the Old Paboe Yard^^ 
Westminster, where they were exacnted acoardia^f 
to their sentence. Fawkes, despefado as he waa^ 
behaved with great snbmissiittBess. One or twm 
execntions followed at Worcester. Some of the 
conspirators escaped to the Continent, where they 
unceasingly lamented that the plot had not* taken 
effect. A bill was passed for the attainder and for- 
feiture of those who who had been killed at Hdbeach* 

As for Garnet, the grand machinator of the trta- 
son, or at least one of the first contrlren, he wfta< 
^prehended on the 28th of January, after lurking 
about in concealment for some time at Hei^ip>* 
near W<Mrce8ter, in the House of Thomas Habinglon^ 
who had married Lord Monteagle's sister* With- 
him were apprehended his servant, and two others* 
They were all sent to London, and committed to 
the Tower« After various examinations, the trial 
of this wretched Jesuit took place on the 28th of 
March. He defended himself with great ability; but 
he was found guilty. When sentence was passed* 
he was asked by the Earl of Salisbury if he had 
any thing to say. <* No, my Lord, " he rej^ied^ 
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^'tet I hwalil^ demre your Lordfihip to recora- 
■MBd my life to the OK^ing's Majesty/' On thi^ 
Sd of May, he was brought to execution. He wai^ 
attended by the Dean of St Paul'e and West-: 
Biinster ; but their services he of course declinedi.' 
He made a short speech on the scaffold, simply 
in Tindicalion of himself from certain reports 
eoneeming him which he said 'were false. He 
eandueted himself with great courage and de* 
Totion. Just when he was on the point of be- 
mg turned off the ladder, he commended him- 
self ia all good Catholics ; and he died invoking' 
the favour of the Holy Virgin. After bis death/ 
llie fanatic Papists regarded him with the 'most 
0iillmsiastic revereiH^. In Spain he was held as 
a holy martyr; and the entbiBiasts latterly be- 
Meved that mirades were'performed by his blood. 
Sirawer on which his blood had falleii when on-the 
scaffold were plentifelly multiplied ; and the de-^ 
votees were actually taught to believe, that by 
looking at these straws, preserved in glass-cases^ 
Garnet's face was seen, with a star and cross on 
kis forehead, a cherubim hovering over his chin, 
and a ray of glory surrounding the pretended and 
imaginary resemblance. 

Such was the conclusion of the Gunpowder 
Treason, the anniversary of which, as a memo- 
rial of a most signal deliverance, has been kept 
to the present day. By an interposition of Pro- 
vidence alone was this atrocious treason defeat- 
ed. It was followed by some severe enforce- 
ments of the penal laws. Some Popish noble- 
men, who were absent from the Parliament on the 
6tk of November, were fined in the Star Chamber, 
it being alleged against them* tha% they had notir 



of the c«is]^ricy, thongh thay pr otort e d tbeir in- 
noeenee. The Earl of Norlhimherlaadv on Peray's 
•cconnty WHS fined 90,000/^ depriTied of all hia 
officet, and confined in the Tower for aemnl 
years. Yet, though these {iroceediB^i were per* 
haps seirere« die King's omdttot in genend ooghl 
not to he foi^tteq. When he met his PBrliainent» 
he informed tb^p, wilh a magnanimity and aao* 
deration which lefieot on him the grealeet hanemr» 
though hy no means relished by this Pnntana and 
aectariansi that it wonld be uajnst to bvolTe all 
the CatboUos in the desperate treasons of a few ; 
that there were thousands of them who vena «i« 
tirely innocent^ and who detested it. ** I abafi 
nerer, " said James* <' permit my plans of gevcsii* 
ment to be altered, notwithstanding any ooBspi« 
racy, however atrecioiw s while with one hand I 
shall ponish crime, with the other I shall nevar 
cei0e to pmtect and sn{^ft innoosBce and virtoe. '' 
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Cmsak Viebard de Saint-Real was bom at Cbatil- 
berri» a large and populous town m the dueby of 
Savoy, in the 17th century; but the year of his 
birth is not mentioned. His father was comneUdr 
to the Senate. He went to Paris wb^i he was 
Fery young, where he greatly distinguished hui^ 
self, and became the friend and companioii of the 
celebrated lustoriaa Varillas; by whom he was 
afterwards accused of baring purloined some of bis 
papers ; but this charge does not appear to have 
mterrapted their friendship. In I6dSf ho lettHrA^ 
ed to his native towU} and» becoming aoquabted 
with the Duchess of Mazarine, he accompaaied 
her to Engknd. After remaining in this ^buntry 
for a short time» he returned to Paris, whei« he 
reeicTed for many years as a literary maa^ and ae^ 
aumed the title of Abb^, though he had no bene- 
fice. He was frequently engaged in dilutes, on 
account of his extreme sensitiveness to criticism ; 
and one of his antagonists was the celebrated Ar- 
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nanld, who had accused him of Socinianism. He 
returned to Chamherri in 1692, and died there 
the same year, at an advanced age. 

The Ahh6 was the author of various pieces ; hut 
the one hest known is his '^ Conjuration des £s- 
pi^ols oontre la R6puhlique de Yeniceen 1618," 
which he published, in 12mo, at Paris in 1674. 
Voltaire compares the style of this work to that of 
Sallust, and he gsuned by it considerable reputation. 
This History is the ground- work of Otway's well 
known tragedy of '* Venice Preserved, or a t'lot 
Discovered,'* which first made its appearance at 
London, 4to, 1696. The Abb6 also wrote an- 
other piece, entitled the '' History of Don Carlos, 
son of Philip U. of Spain," which Otway also 
made the groundwork of a tragedy. The best 
edition of his works is that of the Abb6 Pereau, 
Paris, 8 vols. 12mo, 1757. 

It is hardly necessary to add, that, from the fol* 
lowing narrative having givea rise to one of the fin* 
est and most popular tragedies in our language, it 
will be found to possess more than ordmary inter- 
est. The poet has doubtless departed consideni- 
bly from the narrative, which it was necessary to 
do, in wder to connect his plot with Priuli, Jaffier, 
and Belvidera, the last of whom, as well as some 
others, being an imaginary character. 
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.The differences which existed between PafilV** 
.and the Republic of Venice baying been termi- 
nated by the mediation of France, who had declar- 
ed in favour of the Pope, and had offered tacom- 
.pel the Venetians to submit by force of armsy the 
. Spaniards virere enraged that he had made a trealy 

* This Pontiff was elevated to the chair of St Peter in 
1605. He excommunicated the Venetians, at that time 
an. independent state, and laid all their territories under 
Bn interdict, for trying an 'ecclesiastic before a lay tii- 
bunal, and for enacting some laws prohibiting the laity to 
- leave their estates to the Church. The Venetians, on the 
•other hand, setting the interdict of bis H<dine8sat de- 
fiance, expelled the Jesuits, monks, and ecclesiastics of 
every order, from their dominions, who refused to cele- 
brate divine service. The Pontiff was at length com- 
pelled, on account of his affairs, to remove the interdict, 
and agree to an accommodation* 
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without their participation* Bat haying penetrat- 
ed into the secret of the agreem«it» they soon 
found that they had no cause to be offended with 
the Pope ; for the contempt which was put upon 
them in this afiiur proceeded from the senate of 
Venice, which had excluded them upon pretence 
that, after having shown so much partiality, ^ey 
could not be admitted as arbitrators. Meanwhile, 
although tfalir resentment was great for this injury, 
they did not express it during ^e life of Henry 
IV, whose obligations to the Venetians, and the 
care he bad taken of their hiterest in this dispute 
with the court of Rome, were too well known. 
But his death having set the Spaniards at libeHy, 
they now wanted nothing but a fair pretext to put 
things in motion. 

A company of pirates, called the Uscoques, had 
settled in the Austrian territories on the Adriatic 
Sea, which are contiguous to Venice. These rob* 
ben having committed infinite depredations on the 
aubjects of the Republic, were protected by ^ Ardh- 
^oke Ferdinand de Gretz, then Sovereign of that 
coiuitry, and afterwards Emperor. He was a very 
ireligious prince ; but his ministera sharing the booty 
with the Uscoques, and being devoted to the court 
of Spain, embmced this opportm^ty to be revenged 
on the Venetians. The Emperor Matthias, moved 
with the just complaints of the Republic, effected 
a reconciliatioa at Vienna in February 1612 ; but 
this accommodation was so ill obsttred on the 
part of the Archduke, that there was a necessity 
of coming to an open war, in which he did not 
gain all the advantages which * the Spaniards ex*- 
pected. The Venetians, by their wise condtict, 
easily repaired the losses they had sttstained in 
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iiiglit eBgagments; and hmng nothing to 
iiMur from the Tu^kiy they were better able to eup- 
port the war than the Archdnke ; who was pres* 
aed by the Emperor to make a peace, beeaiDse the 
Grand Seignior threatened Hungary, and he had 
oocaaion to lay up eonsiderable Bums in order to fa- 
cilitate hiB election to the kmgdom ol Bohenia, 
which soon after took place* The Spaniards were 
willing to 8iq>ply him with means to eonUnae the 
war; bnt Chadea Emanael, Duke of Savoy, with 
whom thoy were embroiled at the time, did not 
aajier them to divide their forces; and aa that 
Dnke received large sacconn in money from the 
Bepnblic^ they eonki never disunite him from its 
interests. 

Ihe coundl of Spain were greatly incensed to 
find they had to do with the Venetians on all oc- 
oasions. The easy di^osition of King Philip III., 
and of the Dnke of Lerma his favoarite, gave 
them no prospect <^ extricating themselves from 
tUs embarrassment; bnt a miiiifiter whom they 
had in Italy^ and who was not so cool, undertook 
to relieve them. This was Don Alphonso de la 
Cneva, Marquis of Bedmar, ambassad<Nr in^ or* 
dinary at Venice, and one of the ablest though 
most dai^rons men that Spun ever produced. 
It appears by the writings which this man left be- 
hind him, that he was master of every thing in 
ancient and modern history : that he was accus« 
tomed to compare things past with those which 
were' in agitation in his own time ; marking the 
results wmch were produced according as they 
agreed with, or'SiffBred from each other. He us- 
naUy form#d his opinion of an enterprise as soon 
aa he know its plan and foundatbn. If he found 
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by ib0 6?eiit diat lie was; mistakeD, he traced hmfkr 
lu8 error to its source, aod endeavoured to discover 
what had deceived him. By applicadon and study 
he had comprehended wliat are the chief circum- 
stances which presage success in great designs,-, 
and had raised himself to so high a pitch of saga— 
city, that his conjectures on the future generally* 
passed in the council of Spain for prophecies. This- 
profound knowledge was accompanied with very 
sjbgular talc^nts for speakmg and writing ; a won-» 
derful insight into the characters of men ; an air- 
always gay and open^ which had more fire than 
gravity, and was so remote from dissimidation, as 
tp be |nistake^ for simplicity and nature; afid. 
so impenetrable withal, that every one thought he : 
pi^etrated into it. His dep(>rtment,'in short, was 
tender, ipsinuating, jand flattering, which sifted the 
most cautious men ; and he had all the appeiBir- 
ance of an entire freedom from thought in lihe 
midst of the most anxious agitations. 
. The Marquis of Bedmar had now been upwards 
of six years at Venice, and his long continuance 
there had given him time to study the principles 
of that government, and to discover its strength 
and its weakness, its advantages and defects. As* 
he saw that the Archduke would be obliged to 
make a peace, which must needs be shameful to 
Spain, he resolved to prevent it ; and even con- 
sidered that in the condition in which Venice was 
then placed, it was not impossible to become mas« 
ter of it, by the help of the emissaries which he 
had there, and of the forces which he could pro*- 
cure. Venice had not only been drained of arms,, 
but of men capable of bearing them ; and as the 
fleet had seldom made so fine an appearance, tlie^. 
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neirer tbougfat iteelf bo formidftble^ nor 
ever leas apprehensive. This invincihle fleet, how- 
ever, could not rentore to quit the cbagt of Iitria, 
whidi was the seat of the war ; the land 9rmy was al 
as great a distance, so that there was nodiing al 
Venice to oppose a descent from the Spanish ieet. 
To render this descent the more certain, the 
Marqnis de Bedmar proposed to possess himself of 
the principal posts, such as the Place of St Maik 
and the Arsenal ; and becanse it would be diffieoll 
to do this while the town was in perfect tran- 
quillity, he intended to set fire at ^ same time 
to all those places of the town which would 
kiiidle the quickest, and were of the greatest im- 
portance to sncconn He did not immediately 
write into Spain abont it, as he knew that princea 
do not care to explain themselves on affairs of snob 
a nature till these are so fiar advanced, tfaAt there 
k nothing wanting to put them in execution but 
an assurance of approbation in case they succeed. 
He only signified to the Dul^e of Usseda, prin* 
dpal secretary of state, that sedng the disgrace 
the House of Austria sustained from the war in 
Frinli by the insolent conduct of the Venetians ; 
he looked upon himself as in that condition in 
which nature and policy oblige a faithful subject tg 
have recourse to extraordinary means, to presenre 
his prince and country from an infiuny which is 
otherwise inevitable; that this care belonged to 
him hi particular, by reason of the employment in 
which he was engaged, having constantly before 
Us eyes the extent of the evil which was to be re* 
dressed ; and that he would endeavour to acquii 
himself of that duty in a manner wocthy of tho 

e2 
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seal wjbich lie had for the graodeiir of his inntew 

. - The Duke of Useed^, who knew him per£ec1iy^> 

iBiinediately imagined that under this was coa<«^ 

cealed some project equally important and danger-^ 

OQB ; but as pradenjt men do not appear to under*- 

etand things of this kind, till they are constrained 

to it, he did not communicate his ' suspicion to the 

first minister, but answered the Marquis de Bed* 

mar in general terms, commending his zeal, and re<4 

ferring the rest to his usual discretion. The Mar«^ 

quis, who expected no other return, now thought 

ii nothing but to contrive his design, so as to bes 

sure of being avowed. ' 

. There never was a monarchy in the world so ab<*> 

solute as is. the authority with which the aenrtv 

of Venice governs that Republic* They make as 

infinite difference even in the minutest things be^ 

tween the nobks and the inferior classes : in all tha 

countries which depend on that state, the nobles ar 

lone are capable of commanding ; and if the Republie 

ever gives some of the first posts in its armies to 

atrangers, it is always on .conditions which oblige 

them to follow the opinion of the Venetian gene- 

ralissimOy and in reality leave them only an ex-* 

ecutive power. As there is not a more plauable 

pretence to burden the people than that of war, 

that of the Uscoques afforded a fine opportunity 

to the nobles, who had the management of it, to 

enrich themselves. It was exceedingly expensive, 

but although the necessities and . authority of the 

Republic made the commanders more bold te 

invent new oppressions, it did not render the 

people more patient t6 bear them ; and their e€m*» 

plaints at last rose so highi that the Marqnie de 

BfBdmar might reasonably assure himself, that the 
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revolttlSctti he projec^ted wcmld be as agree&bte^* 
thir lower orders as it would be fatal to the nobles. 
There were ako among the^ nobles some who did* 
not love the 'government. These were the par«' 
tiaaas of ^e court of Rome. They who wefre most 
numeroas, ambitions, and full of revenge, were in^-' 
censed, Uiat the Republic had been governed con'-^ 
trary to their inclinations; during the quarrel- they 
bad with that court. They were disposed to act and' 
8n£BBr any thing, in order to wrest the power out of 
the hands of those who held it ; and would havW 
been pleased with the misfortunes of the state, as 
the effects of a conduct which they had not ap^ 
proved. ' Others, who were more weak and shid*^ 
low, were forbeiD^ more Catholic than the Pope 
himself* As he had abated his pretensions in the ae^ 
eommodation, they imagined that he had b^n obM 
liged to do it out of policy, and that, if a mental xb^ 
flwvation could take place in that affair, it vrBsW 
be feared the excommunication subsisted as beforey 
in the intentions of his Holiness. ' Of this number 
were several senators, as poor in their fortunes as 
in' their- minds, who became very serviceable to the 
Marquis de Bedmar, after he had persuaded them^ 
by the powerful conviction of doing them kindness^ 
^8t now it was impossible to be a Venetian with 
a aafe conscience. 

Notwithstanding the severe prohibitions which 
prevented the nobles holding correspondence with 
ettvngers, the Marquis bad found means to establish 
ft strict intelligence wi^ those of them who werothe 
Mos^iiecessitoiiB and the most dissatisfied. If they 
bad any^near relations in the monasteries j a mistrestf 
ift Irasty ecclefuastiC) he purchased the acqtountance 
tl Aeee neeessary people at any price$*«nd' made 
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ilMHMf iirMtms of grett y^^^ tfaotigh geHeriBjr tbey 
w«re only eiirioflities of foreign countries. These 
lurgpeMeB^ which Were dispeosed, as if il were/ 
out of mere generosity, made those who veeeiv«dr 
tbem imagine they might <iraw more ootnidefable 
oaes from the Marqnie. Widi this view, they^ 
fiilly Batisfied bte curiosity concerning all those 
things he was anxious to know, and eren took 
««« to apprke them^lrM of snch as tbojr were 
9ot sufficiently acquainted with, in order to answer 
his questions. 

From this time there was no deliberation in the 
senate which ooidd be kept secret from the am-* 
bassador of Spain* He was advertised of all ther 
resolutions which were adopted ; and the generals 
of the Archduke knew those which related to th<l 
war before the officers of the Republic had orders 
to execute them* Yet with all hk intelligence^ 
the ambassador had occa^n for a eeosiderable 
nomb^ of military men to succeed in his eater* 
prise ; but as the Spaniards had a powered anny 
in Lombardy, he was in no fear of this> provided 
he had a govurvior of Milan capable of enterin|( 
iato his designs* The Marquis of Jnojosa^ who 
was then governor, was too closely united with 
the Duke of Savoy to heark^ to them. He had 
lately signed the treaty of Ast, in whidi France 
and Venice had be«ft mediators, and the am- 
bassador^ knowing that this negociation would not 
bo a{^roved of in Spain> he wrote thither to have 
him recalled, and solicited Don Pedro de Toledo^ 
Marquis of Villa Franca, his mtimate friend, to 
make interest for the government of Milan* Doii 
Pedro had orders to (tepart immediately, and sue^ 
oaed Inojosa, about the latter end of the year 
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1615» ttid as 80011 as he arrired at Milan, 'he gaVe 
advice of it at Venice by the Marqnis de Lare. The 
ambassador communicated bis project to this Mar- 
quis, after the manner he judged most likely to 
make it be accepted, andxbiefly recommended to 
him to know whether the new goyernor could let 
bim have fifteen hundred men of his best troops 
when he required them. Don Pedro, charmed' 
with the greatness of the undertaking, resolved to 
second it aS much as lay in his power, without ex- 
posing himself to certain ruin if it miscarried. 
He despatched the Marquis de Lare a second time 
to Venice, to assuft the ambassador of it ; but be» 
seeched him at the same time to consider that it' 
was impossible to send the nbmber of men he de-* 
sired, without choosing them out very carefully ; 
and that, if they' Were lost, he should be inex-' 
disable for having samficed the bravest soldiers in; 
liis army. That he Would, however, give him as^ 
many as he could, and would choose them so well, 
that he would answer for them as for himself. 

Nothing ^as of greater moment to the ambas" - 
sador's purpose than to hinder an accommodation 
of any kind. In this view, he obliged the Mar- 
quis de Lare to make very unreasonable proposals- 
of peace to the Senate from the Governor of Mi- 
lan, which the Senate answered with indignation. 
Don Pedro omitted nothing on his part to exasper- 
ate things still more. The Duke of Mantua, who 
was very little dbposed to grant a pardon to his 
rebellious subjects, which he had promised by the 
treaty of Ast, was encouraged to be obstinate on 
that article, and to continue the executions which 
he had began against them. Proposals were also 
made to Ae Duke of Savoy for the conclusion oiF 
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tb« aane treaty, which thef Imev rwfweHLhB 
would not accept ; and tbey exfcnsed themaelines 
for not disarming their troops after him, as thef. 
QBgbt to hare done, under the pretence of the 
war in Friuli, in which the Spaniardf could no 
longer with honour avoid being concerned. The 
Venetiaa army had alreiBdy passed the Lozmi* 
ZD, * and besi^ed Gradisea, f the capital of the 
Archduke. The council of. Spain^ which had 
till then appeared neutral, seeing that the Ye* 
netians were for dispossessing thait Prince &i* 
tirely, threatened to declare itself. At this time 
an end was put to the misun&rstanding which, 
existed in the House of Austria between the 
son and the brodier of Charles V. about the 
succession of the empire, and the interest the. 
Spanianis took fai this war was the firrt token of ^ 
reconciliation. Don Pedro sent Colond Gainb»>. 
lotta to Crema % with some troops, and ordered, 
twenty-four pieces of cannon to be nK«teted at. 
PiBTia, pretending that these were in a Uttle time. 
to accompany a body of eig^t thousand men, com- 
manded by Don Sancho de Luna. On the other 
part, the viceroy of Naples, who was cruising in. 
the Meditraranean with the Spanish fleeti threat*. 

* Or Lisonzo, a river which rises in Camiola, about a 
mUe east from Weiflfeiifels, and paainng GradiBca, rans 
into the Gulf of Trieste. 

f A stronff town now in Austrian Friuli, 189 miles - 
S.S.W. of Vienna. There are two other towns of this 
iiame*-0!d Gradisea, a town of the Austrian empire, in 
Sclavonia, and near it Vew Gradisea. There is also a 
strong fort of the same name in Lower Bosnia, European 
Turkey, opporito Old Gradisea. 

t A town of Italy, capital of the CvenaBca^ on tb» 
iiTer Serio, ^nd a bishop's see. 
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«iied to attack die Doke of SsToy at Villa Franca. * 
He shut up the passage to all the suoconn coming 
by sea to the Republic^ and was eyery day fmh* 
periag to enter the Golf, in order to ke^ the Ve- 
aetifln fleet in awe. 

The Venetian ministers having londlj dedain* 
ed hi aU the courts against the yioleaoe of this 
procedare^ the Marqnis de Bedmar nndertook to 
jtntiff it. He thought it would \^ of senrice to 
his design to overthrow that high eateem wlncfa 
Eorope liad for so many ages entertained for this 
Repablicy on account of its boasted freedom^ w&ich 
had lately be^i earned higher than ever on oooa- 
siaii of the differeace wi& the Pope, by serersl 
ahle writers. The ambassador^ having re-exau- 
ined these writings, refuted in a few chapters 
the numerous volumes of the Venetian authors, 
without doing any one of them the honour |o 
name him ; and, under pretence of maintainmg the 
Emperor's right over Venice, he showed that the 
independence of this Republic was a mere chi- 
laeniy as well as its sovereignty on the sea. This 
ISbel he caused to be published so artfaUy, that 
it was never discovered during his life that he had 
any hand In it, tod it seems stnmge that he was 
not svpeeted ; but his lively and vdliement be- 
haviour which he always evinced, did not permit 
them to thiidi. that a man of so impetuooB a char- 
aeter could be the author of a stale satace, which 
was composed with the most reined delicacy. The 
W9ork, wychhad for ito title SquHimiQ dettaLAerta 



• A fles-port of Ila\y« in FMiaottk* Th«ire is aaotiutr 
town of the lune name in the same province, situated 
on the bftuks of the Po. 
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VeneUZy * made a great noise. In their ignoruiee 
^ of the author, the suspicion fell naturally on the 
court of Rome, by reason of the former writ- 
ings. The learned among the senate believed, that 
every one felt the force of it as well as theni- 
eelves ; they were more frightened at it than they 
would have been at the loss of a .battle ; and £»• 
ther Paul had orders to examine it. He declared 
that it ought not to be answered, because it could 
not be done, without reviving certain subjects whick 
it were better to conceal ; yet, if the senate jndgod 
it concerned the dignity of the Republic to reseat 
this injury, he would undertake to put .the , comit 
of Rome to eo great a difficulty to defend itaeii 
that it should no longer think of being the aggres- 
sor* This advice^ which was adopted in the fint 
,heat of their resentment, gave Father PauLtfae 
pleasure of publii^ing his beloved History of the 
Council of Trent, which would not have been pub- 
lished while he lived, had it not heen for this op- 
portunity. 

In the mean time, the campaign of the year 1616 
having passed without any considerable advantage 
on either side, the Duke of Savoy and the Vena* 
tians, who were unwilling to expose the honoor they 
had already gained to the hazard of a second, em* 
powered Gritti, the Venetian aoibassador.at M§r 
drid, to renew the negotiation. . ^t the Spaaiank 
made such unreasonable proposals, that they weaa 
all rejected. The blockade of Gradisca eoatinaai; 
they fought during the winter season ; and the av- 
mies took the field in the spring, with increaaed 
ardour. The truce which Holland had effected 

* An Inquiry into the Liberty of Venice. 
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witdere d tibe seryicee of the greate? part of the 
traopa unnecessary; and> the sokUere of fortune, 
both French and German, were compelled to 
seek for employment elsewhere. This enabled 
the Counts of Nassau and Lievestein to. bring 
eight thousand men, Hollanders or Walloons, into 
■the service of the Republic* The Spaniards com- 
plained loudly to the Pope, that the Venetiaos 
.WM«' exposing Italy to the infection of heresy, by 
bringing these soldiers into the country : hut the 
Venetian ambassador convinced him, that it wae 
not so mudi the interest of religion which moved 
tbe Spaniards to speak thus, as their mortification 
to see two great republics unite their forces against 
tbem. The Marquis de Bedmar would have been 
.^nbannssed if tJie Pope had compelled the Vene- 
tians to dismiss those herettca ; for, as soldiers 
have generally their own advantage alone in view 
wh«a they serve a foreign prince, he hoped to eiH 
gage the leaders of those mercenary troops in his 
project by means of money, and the expectation oC 
the plunder of Venice. He cast his eye, for the 
negociatioQ of this affair, on an old French gentle- 
man, named Nicholas Renault, a man of knowledge 
nod good sense, who had ti^en refuge at Venice 
for some cause which was never discovered. Th^ 
Marquis had seen him some time before with the 
Frmcb ambassador, with whom he resided. In some 
ecw&versati<Mis which they happened to have together, 
KwianU found the Marquis to be a man of as great 
ability as he was reported ; and the Marquis, who 
wms glad to have a friend of his character at the 
anbaasador's of France, had contracted a strict 
union with Renault. Though this man was ex- 
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traiiMsljf poof I yely from his iMtwM cnspMllioii, 
he WBB ready to engage in any enterpriaey hoir- 
ever criminal ; and the Marquis de Bedttar, wha 
Btudied him thoroughly, and who wanted a man to 
whom he could «itirely tmat the management iff 
his project, told him, when he imparted it to him, 
that from the rery first moment he thought of it he 
had depended npon him. 

Renault esteemed himself more ehl^ed hythis 
enranoe, than he would have been by any 
commendation. His advanced age did not make him 
declme the mdertaking. The less lime be had to 
live, the less he had to hasard. He concluded thtt 
he could not better employ the melancholy yeata he 
had remaining, than in hazarding them to render 
his name immortal. The Marquis gave bam hiHs 
of exchai^, and letters ef credit, which w^ere ne- 
cessary to enable him to treat inth the Dtttdi 
-commanders ; and charged him not to unfdid 
the design, but only to represent, that mattem 
being in anch a state between the Republic and 
the house of Austria, the Spanish ambassadoir 
at Venice foresaw a certain conjmictiire, which 
might expose his person to the fury of die people 
of that city, and desired for his own safety to se- 
cure a considerable number of frifhftd and l o s o li rte 
friends. The pretence was fHrolous, but the ment 
plausible excuse is of great moment in wlAm ef 
this kind. By this he hoped to. corrupt tile 
flower of the land army of the Venetiaiis ; and that 
the rest would be left so weak, timt it wouM be 
easy for Don Pedro to defeat them on the way, 
if they were sent to Venice to oppose die conh- 
8|Mrators. The sea-forces were fiur more to be 
dreaded^ They had been always accustonied to 
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r, 4nd e6n\d be more easily called home. 
Meet of the men were nataral subjects of the Re^ 
pablic ; aMd there was no room to doabt, but that 
a$ the first breaking out of the conspiracyi the 
navy would sail for Venice. It was extremely 
hasardous to reckon on the Spanish fleet being 
alble to defeat it, and it was therefore necessary to 
find out some means far preventing its appnMch. 
The ambassador, who had not so much experience 
in maritiQie affidrs as the yiceroy of Naples, who 
cwiminanded the sea*forces of Spaiui thought him- 
self obliged to consult him on the subject. This 
vkerpy, who was. to be the principal actor of the 
tivgedy wbieh the ambassador was contriringi was 
tlie Duke of Ossunii, fiunous for his gallantriei^ 
who was as l^rfd and enterprising as Don Pedro, or 
the Marquis de Bedmar. This resemblance of dis» 
ppsirion had esteblished a strict correspondence be* 
tween these three ministers. Don Pedro and the 
Dukeof Qssuna were not great in the cabinet, and 
the djnbs lihw even sometimes subject to caprices, 
which bordered upon extrayagance ; but the defe- 
iwce they both paid to the Marquis de Bedmar 
was sufficient for the ability they wanted. 

The iprofits whieh arise from piracy to those 
who practise it under some powerful protection, 
bsd dn^wn to the Cj^urt of die Viceroy of Na- 
ples the most notorious pirates in the Meditara- 
vemu The riceroy, who had a fertile brain for 
ea(traardiyiary designs, and was more prodigal than 
amricious, did not so much support them for the 
ahaie they gave him of their booty, as to have a 
i^oosiderable number of adventnrers dways at com- 
1)WmL Hewasnotmerelycontentedtoreeeivipthem 
wiieo they applied to him; but if he heard of any 
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one of oncommon tneiit among di^nj^ he toQ^ht 
after him, and granted him so many fayours, that 
he was certain to gain him for his service. Ha 
had acted thus toward one who was known by 
the name of Captain Jacques Pierre, a Norman by 
birth, and so excellent in his trade, that all the 
rest gloried to have learned it from him. The 
mind of this man had nothing in it of the rade- 
ness of that sort of life ; and having acquired 
some fortune, he resolved to leave it Off, though 
he was then in the flower of his age, and chooser 
the dominions of the Duke of Savoy for his re«- 
treat* This Prince, who was fond of extraor* 
dinary talents, knowing this pirate by reputation 
to be one of the bravest men in the world, allowed 
him to settle at Nice. All maritime people who 
frequented that coast, soldiers, officers, or eulorsi ' 
duly made their court to the Captain : his counsels 
were oracles to them : he was sovereign arbitrator 
of their differences ; and they thought they could 
never sufficiently admire a man who had quitted a 
profession in which he was so well skilled, and 
which was the hardest of any to lay down. Of 
this number was one Vincent Robert of Marseilles ; 
who having landed in Sicily, while the Duke of 
Ossuna was viceroy there, received so good usage 
that he engaged in his service. The Duke, leam* 
ing that Robert was one of the Captain's comrades, 
complained in a familiar manner to him, that his 
friend had preferred the states of the Duke of 
Savoy to his government, . for his retreat. By 
presents and ample promises, Robert undertook to 
negotiate with the Captain, and he was supported' 
by such great advances on the part of the yioeroyj^' 
1&U the Captain was persuaded to ^^e in Sidly^ 
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wiA h^ vife umI chiUreii ; and he soon after-. 
WJMa todc to his former aea-faring life, commit- ' 
tiog mmierous d^predatimis on the TurkS) and. 
ncquiriog great booty* It was at this tiaoe th^t 
the Marquis do Bedmar communicated his design, 
to the Dnko of Ossnaa, beiag assured he should, 
oot bare much difficulty to engage him in it* 

The Dukoi who coveted the sovereignty of those 
aeas, wished for nothing more ardently than to 
ruin tti» Venetians, who alone could dispute it witlv 
him, and who were not so easily beaten as the 
Turks. He opened his mind to the Captain, and. 
unfolded to turn the di^ElcuIties ; The Captain did 
not Aink them iasurmountable ; and after several 
ds^w of private coniirencef be suddenly left Naples, 
and ii an attire whicji denoted the utmost precipi- 
tation and ^gfat. Tbe Viceroy sent people aftec 
Urn every way but that which he had taken,, 
with orders $o seize him dead or alive ; his wife 
and children were imprisoned, and kept from that 
day in a ooadition to all appearance very miser- 
able ; his goods were, confiscated, and the Duke, 
pretended the utmost fiiry. As the Captaiu 
did not seem, less active than the Viceroy, their 
miannderstanding was easily credited ; and it 
was believed he had been forming something 
against Spain, or against the Duke's interest, and 
his particular designs. In the mean time, he had 
recoorae to his first asylum. The Duke of Savoy 
was at war with the Spaniards, and was known 
to be a gMieroas prince* Though he had express- 
•d some diipleasure when the Captain removed to 
Sidlyt yei the aonpostor did not scruple to go and 
fling himself at his feet. He told him of several 
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pretendisd designs of the Viceroy against Venice/ 
which were horrible even to imi^ine, btit which' 
were unconnected with the tme one; and that,' as' 
he could not engage in them with honour, he was 
contriving how to make his escape from Naphes 
with his goods and family, when the Viceroy di^' 
covered his resolution, and had compelled him 't<^ 
fly in that wretched habit, to save himself ^om 
his rage, and to abandon all he held dear in the' 
world to the mercy of the greatest of tyrants. 

The Duke of Savoy was touched with pity^at 
this sad relation, and received him with open arms. 
He told the pirate, that his interests being inse*' 
parably linked with those of the Republic, he 
would himself reward him for the service he 
should . do to the common cause, if the Vehe- 
netians did not recompense him ; adding, that the' 
senate should be acquainted from his own 'mouth 
with the designs of the Duke of Ossuna; and, 
after having exhorted hinr to bear his misfortunes 
like a man of courage, equipped him with all neceen 
sary things, and given him a noble present, he made 
him set out for Venice with letters of credence 
and recommendation. The Venetians were not 
less compassionate than the Duke of Savoy. The 
flight, the tears, the poverty,, the reputation of the 
Captain, the hopes that he would bring over to 
their service those men whom he had drawn into 
the service of the Duke of Ossuna; but above 
all, the report he made of the Duke's pretend*- 
ed designs ; all these things spoke so • power* 
fiiUy in his favour, that they immediately gav<$ 
him the command of a ship. This did not h\n* 
der Contarini, the Republic's ambassador at Rome, 
from remonstrating by letters, that this man com- 



IIJ.IJ". Ill ..j» 'Ksamammsmemsm 



VZI. CONSPfAAcnr'AG^IlMT VBNICE. Tfir 

ingp 'Irdm tlw YiciBroyv ongbi^iiot 'to~be.telutad^;^ 
bat fear, which had produced m^he minds of the. 
Yenetittis that credulity which always atteadBiit)* 
got the better of this prudent advice. > 

Not long after, the fleet putting to sea* the Cap-* 
tain, who knew of what consequence it was that: 
he should signalize himself, took . such consider-* 
able prizes from the Uscdques, that upon his return 
eleven ships more were added to his command. He 
gare an account of bis successes to the Duke of Os-*- 
fluna, and' concluded his letter with these words.: "J& 
tihese scaramouches are always as easy of belief aft 
they baye been hitherto, I dare assure your £x> 
cellency I shall not lose my time in diis country.^ ". 
He wrote at the same time to all lus oomradoa 
at Napleef, inviting them into the semce of thQ 
Republic* It was not difficult to persiiada them, 
as die Viceroy, pretending to suspect them, treated 
them with great severity, and complained of « the 
protection which the Republic gave the Captain* 
He even supported the Uscoques, and under hia 
protection they began to repeat their depredations 
on the Republic, and brought their booty. td 
Napl^ in triumph. 

As there had been no war declared between 
Spain and the Republic, the Venetians could no| 
recover themselves from their astonishment at this 
conduct. It was generally imputed to the extra* 
vaganc^ of the Duke of Ossuna; but many be* 
lieved that the Spaniards made use of the caprices of 
the Duke for their own purposes. His familiar dis- 
courses run wholly upon surprising the ports of Istria 
belonging to the Republic, upon plunderiiiig their 
islands, and making a descent) if possible, . upon 
Ve&ii^ itself* He studied the plan of it with. V 



endrlMM. H»niwinl emmX pMj^ U hitismm -of* 
Ike Mljaeaiit p«rt»t and biirkfl» bfigmtiiiM» and; 
olh«r mmII veiBik to be b«ilt» pteper for all aorto* 
of obannek ; trials to be nmde of Uie weight tbe. 
•evwial depdit <ef wster were oipaUe of bearing \ 
gad WIS iiiFeBtiBg every day aew macfainaa to lea-* 
sen Ae weight of vesads^ aiad ftimlitate the notum/ 
The Venetiaii lesideal at Naplea gaw exact 
iatelligeBoe of tbis^ «e the anortificatien of tbe Map- » 
qais c2 BMlmar» who began to tepevtef being eoB*. 
eemed with ee rah a penon* B«t the saceesa^ 
deceived his ^saia; fior the Vieeroy did aH these 
thugs so pobliely, that die Vemtiaaa only liogih^ 
edatihani; nay, thewiaefiteeiildnetat)eBgt)»lie-> 
Meve there wua any thtng solid wider saeh open 
paoceediaga. The Dake eoatimted hie psepara^it 
tiens aa leag as he thought €t» without eiseitiiig 
^ least jealousy; aad Us indisoretiom which il^ 
was eapeded wwidd ndn the aadertakiag, peoaiolK 
ed it nore than all the circumspeotioa of tbe Mar-» 
fob of Bedsaar* The Marfuis> however, j«dged 
k prapcr to hasten the execatieDf either not to al-» 
iMr the Venetians tiian to reiect serioufly on the 
matter; or on account of the danger to iriudp 
his perwn was exposed ef«ry day* Tbe Venetiatt 
fleet baring ofiered battle once to that of Spaiiii 
which reiiMed it, and pSlaged tbe coast of Poz- 
nnolo ; the rd>ble of Veaioe were so elated, 
that the ambassador and all his finnily would 
have been infalltUy nassaered, if guards had 
net been s«it thither. The sanw cby be bad 
iieirs from tibe camp before Gradisca, which eoai« 
forted hhn for dns accident ; for Benanlt seat him 
word, that he had found the troops so happily 
disposed, tlMhe bed fiuishsd his uegotialioa tntb^ 
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otttbBsWtDne. lli^iainfbaBSfidbr evdired1ittti^< 

go to MiiBQ before he returned ; and Don P0dny 

neeeired him with the - utost flattering earemes*' 

Tbe^agreedy that it^was requisite to seism sosie 

tovfi belonging 'to the Venetians on the Term 

Finaay At the same time with Venioe ; that this 

town nrwM bridle the rest, * and serve as a pla«3« 

of arms to the Spanicii a;rmy^ which should attack 

them, and as- a barrier 4o Venice, if it made any 

motbn tO'Bueeour them.- Renaidt ^Bed'tteough- 

the most considOTable towns, and- made sbme stayi 

at Crenaa, to form a &etion there by the .inteiw 

est of a French lietitenaiit mrnied John Benud^' 

am ItayaiK oaptab, and one AMee of Proren^e^ 

whom Don Fedro had already <Migaged« Thdso^ 

three penona oflfered -to conceal five hundned Sp»«* 

niatds in the town, without excitii^ the least sna*: 

picion to tfaa Vonetian commander, and to get pos* 

SQssiofB of it within -eight days after. By the ex^^- 

aamiation which Renaolt made, upon -Ao-spot^: her 

jik^[|ed it to he almost inlttlHble with that nnmber: 

^ of men. They needed only to cat the throats o£ 

a fvakry garrison, wiiieh had been selected, f^om 

the militia of the country, all the regular troops d^ 

the It^nblic being in ^etowns of Frinli, or is^ 

the armies. 

Hie Dake of Jds^ona had also pemnaded th». 
Marquis of Bedmar, that it was necessary to hava- 
eome place beloaging to the Venetians in ^e Gulf^ 
which might lend a h^pmg hand to the Uscoques 
and the Ari^duke, and be a retreat to the Spanish. 
fleet, if by any accident it was obliged to scmk for. 
arafoga in that sea, when it should be engaged^ 
there* They made choice^ for. thb purpose, of 
Mdtoan^ aatroiigplsiseio^an.]aland bocdering oj^ 
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I<crk» imd wWA haA % hm^^faoKftkkB if 
lag ft laige fleetr An Ililiaa ttaiMl MiMen» wko. 
hiul been seigeaittHni^ of h d»iHig forty yem». 
Imd almost as oMtdhi aathority thsre as tbe govW'* 
nJH*. For a good warn of ^nonoy, . aad aft assww; 
aAce of file eoBimaiid of it* lio piomissd to oao of- 
die Dnko of OssunaV omissaaes tbal hovvoidd Ul* 
the gorenwr upon the fim otdefs, aad aftaawwda* 
laaka hiaraelf master of tbe plaoe^ and hold i( ki 
tbe name of the 8pam«ds. It waaafanostaaonay 
to ezocttto this pfOHMBO aa la attko it ; for thof^ 
Twnor, who Was the proveditar Loisnao Thiq»olo^. 
lifed with him m the gioatest Ismitiari^ ;• and aa^ 
the ofiiee of pmteditor caUad Mai fteffmrntSif im- 
the frontiers In tine of wnr» ha iaOnsted the jtoaflsr 
eatirely to the sefgeaat-majary as hoing the oddest' 
aad most experienced «fflieer of 4hagariisiii« At*- 
Mn beiog in this eOQdltion» the aBihaiaiador'thsa||it> 
he mast now fidnh bis wotk ; not bat that» bf^ 
waiting longer^ he might hofo added to the 4aa»^ 
sarea he had already takte ; bnt delays^ he kaam^ 
ire pemtdcms to deiigns of this natare. 

It was of the last importance to the honoat oi- 
the crown of Spam, that it shoald not he possthla^ 
to oonTict its ambMsador of havii^ had a head mr 
the nndertaking, if it miscarried. In this ¥io«i hm 
lasolted not to teveal it to any of iheeonspiaators 
save Renaalt aad the Captak; and even tbaae Uro^ 
as he thoi^[;fat» did not know one aaotfaar. Thoy^ 
afiBver came to him bnt when Jm sent fdr them? 
and he always appointed them diffnrent timaa» thaa^ 
they might aot meet; becaase if they shoald km 
diseoTeredy it woald be much for his advaatagat 
that they shoiJd ooftfr hate been together^ IntUfr 
ap^ieheBsiOB» he would, gladly hapa cantjnnad^M 
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•ibiB «0l tlMir Mfwdi parl»ivitlMI beeMniag^ 
ao f gaii ited ; but h»nag coiwidMred it matnreiy, h# 
jwlggd it W8 i »p o» Bi ble. TliQiii§^lMith<^ them had 
«owage «id coiidHcty R«Mmlt du«fly nJued him- ' 
•ilf wpwk muMging lUngs so wdly that t^ ezecn*- 
tka ahoidd be«aay, airi the offiMt iitfalUble. Hie 
Ca^Mahi^ on the eonlmryf who was ^lesa adnuio* 
9i IB' Team, prideil himself moat ia being amaii of 
great exeoaiioii, aaid capable of an eKtraofdinary 
MM^QtiOD* The Marquia mformed him of the b^ 
iPnal'SegoliatioBa Re^idft had transacted, of his 
admirable kiiewMge, whicb was able to find ex*> 
pvdieiita for att emeigande^ of hia eiof«eoee and 
a idic as to gaift bow partisaii6) and hia talent lor 
wtfitlagv vhieh waa so neceasaiy when there w«a 
am oeaaaien to haw peipotoal aceonnta of ilie oon^ 
<Moa of iAm fleets, the provinees, and the armies ; 
maAikueeSmt he eenoeived such a man would bo 
m wondarM help to hiak As lor Renaalt, ha 
oaijF told him^ that the Captain'waa the Dwkb of 
ftwiiiia'a emaHtfe^ and tiiat, aathe Dnhe waa to 
faaivo the principal diare in their design, there waa 
no ea ne si Jing any thing fimn his confidttut ; dmt 
fae ooBJnred him, theaefore, to caadeSGead to tho 
nannem of tho pimlo^ as much as sboald bo ne^ 
caaaaijF lor ^kek pntpose, and to shofw him idl tho 
deforo n co whiA^yaB needfol to eoncfliala the af^ 
flMion Bi a man, hai^^ and presimiptaons to . 
Ao last dagiaoh. 

Tiie M arfois having dma labonred to dispose 
thaao taw men to yield lo each other, was svrpris* 
od the ifBt time he bronghl them together at 
Uahoiiqa, w/htta hesaw tiiem <emb»«e wiUi n great 
deal e# tea dein esa aa soon no they mot. Heira* 
miditely oaadodedy that he wim boti:9'yed; lor, aa 



he bad alvays imagined tkma men wore 8ttnn|(||t» 
he could not comprehend why they YaA coneeaKed 
from him that they were acquainted. But tim 
mystery was soon explaiued. For he underBtood 
they had seea one another at the honae of a famona 
Greek, woman^ .who had an extraordmary merit 
for a courtesan, of < which there needed no* other 
proof than this adrenture, in wkich ehe had ao ra* 
ligioualy kept the secret of their names. Thia 
£delity appeared to them the more to be admiredy 
because she was not ignorant that they had ockl* 
ceiled a great esteem for each other, x 

The ambassador being fully recovered from Ua 
amprisoy was pleased to find the desired onioa ao 
easily effected. They owned in the sequel of the 
cenyenatioB, that tbey had each of them a priTBte 
design , to engage the other in the undertakang. 
As they were full of their project in the eonvetatt* 
tions they had bad together at that woman's heoae^ 
they had fallen sometimes on msitters of this aatorei 
in talking of the affairs of the times, of the state> 
and of the war. This was done without diacov^at^ 
ing tbemselvesi and still mo^e without any deaiga 
of doing it ; yet they freely acknowledged before the 
ambassador, that the heat of argument had sobm* 
times carried them a little too far, and that they 
had expressed their, sentiments too openly* The 
ambassador exhorted thenl to make use of thia t^ 
flection, to be more circumspect for the f nturOf and to 
learn, by this experience, that to keep a great defdgn 
truly secret, it is not enough not to say nor do any 
thing which has any relation to it, but that a man 
must not^so much as remember that.he kaows,it. 
Renault tben.aequainl^d tbem, that since the tn^ 
mouTs of a peace, which w^e revired towards tho 
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.«Ad of Jan^ the Venetimt oiQ^cora bad trealed the 
foreigB troops yery ill ;. who^ being qo longer re« 
atnined by the Count of Naaaan, who died about 
that tim^ bad not behaved wibII before Gradis* 
f»; that the general of the Republic, fearing 
they should do. worse, had separated them$ and 
fxA them into seremL posts, at the greatest distance 
fremoue another tkat he eould choose; and tlua 
precantiim baring made the distrust of their fide* 
Uty public, they had mutinied, and, haying insolent* 
ly refused to execute some orders. of the senate, 
that general had thought it his duty to put to death 
the M»( of the seditious;, that he had confined 
their leaders at Padua, and sent the rest to di^ 
fecent phioes of Lombardy^ till they could be div- 
cbaiged, and the eatecution of the treaties permit- 
ted ^e Republic to dismiss them. Renault add* 
e4ff that the Count of Naasau'e lieutenant^ who was 
ona of the principal persons with whom he had ne^ 
got]|ited» was bamahed to Brescia, and had can-* 
tared a plot tfaere» by means of which, he waa 
ready to put that town into the hands of Don Fe^ 
di^ ; and that it was neoessary, in the fint places 
to^ come to a resolution in reference to that parti* 
odar deogn, because the liemenant pressed in hia 
l^tSDS to have a decisive answer* 

The ambassador told them> that no motion must 
ba made on that side till they were masters of Ve* 
nioe ; and eren then, there would be occasion biit 
for a single place in Lombardy ; that they were 
assured of Crema, and that diis new enterprise 
woold oidy divide their forces ; that they should 
kasp those they had. g^ed in their good dispel* 
tiQi» ; but the execution should be put off froios 
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Vime to time under different pretenoes,* and llut^ 
rather than expose themselves to make the least 
declaration, that thought must be laid aside entire- 
ly. Renault replied, that besides the litntemiiit, 
lie had treated with three French gentlemen, whose 
names were Durand, sergeant-major of the r^mettt 
-of Lierestein^ De Brinvild, and De Bribe ; with a 
'Savoyard named De Temon, who had been at the 
storming of Geneva, a Hollander named Theodor, 
'Eobert Revellido, an Italian engineer, and two 
'other Italians who had been formeriy employed m 
'the arsenal, and whose names were Lewis de ViUa^ 
Mezzana, a captain of light-horse, and William 
Ketrosi, lieutenant to Captain Honoral in Paima. 
"That he had judged it necessary to open lumaelf 
fully to these nine persons ; but, in the maenner he 
"had chosen lliera, he would answer for their fiddi* 
W with his head ; that during his stay in the camp 
tney bad already made sure oif above two hundred 
'officers ; imd as for those officers, ' he had only 
^ven them to understend, according to the am- 
'basskdor's orders, that ' the 'business was to repm 
to Venice, to deliver his Excellency out of the 
"hands of the populace of i^t city iHhen occasion 
'shoiild require it. That since his return, fatfnag 
written to know the exact number of men on wIhmh 
^e might depend, and desired them to report bo* 
'jMng but what was absolutely vertMn ; they faad 
informed him, that he might reckon upon - taro 
thousand men of the troops of Lievesteia at laaat» 
'and on two thousand three hundred of those of 
"Nassau, ahd that all the officers were ready to ynxt 
'themselves into his hands aa a eecnrity for liiia 
promise. That in the beginning of thia ne^oliDa- 
tion, they had flattered their aoldienr vrMk the 
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iNxpes ^ some exfeditton aftw tbey were dis*. 
^Ataeged fay the Repnblic, in which they might 
make themselres ample amends for the misery 
they had sniSered ; tliat there was no ground ta 
tpprehend the singnlarity of the enterprise should 
dishearten them^ e7en if it shonld be requisite tp 
declare it ; for. they wem so exasperated against. 
the Senate, on account of the ignominious usage 
they had received, that, if there were no other rea- 
son, he would answer that there was nothing they 
were not capable of doing to.be reyenged. Thfit, 
aSTertheless, for the greater sftfety^ the secret need 
not be revealed to ^m^ unless it shonld be thought 
proper^nn^ things were so well-disposed, that they 
eoidd hardly doubt of the succfg^s,;, an^ that, as it 
waa nasoked to give them Venice to plunder, ther» 
was not <Mie who would scruple to embrace sucl| 
im opportumty of acquiring wealth. 

From the first, the Marquis de Bedmar had de- 
teraaiBed not to engine in the entexpnse until he 
was furnished with more means than were neces- 
aary to eSoct it ; and that these means should be 
99 independent one of the other, that even if some 
of them should ha^^n to £ul» the others should 
still be pot in force. In this view, he.had concerted 
veasnies Ivith the Duke of Ossona for a body o^ 
troops, though he reckoned on what Don J^edro 
bad promised him, and upon Repanlts ifgree« 
ment with the Dutch oificers ; and in .each of these 
three ways he had secured himself with . the 
same caution and exactness as if he had had 
no certainty of the other two, and as if be ba4 
jdiile diffwent undertakings in hand. It was 
m>w time to. knpw precisely when the Duke of 
i^mdd •en4.tho|s,,tfa|?P».H Venice; i^ 






siiiee lie eohld not be ultbgeAer depeiK^ed li)»iMi 
in so important and d!ffi<iiilt a 'matter, seme petp*^ 
son must be eent to hini wbo would ascerUtiii 
whether he was in a condition to perform what be 
promised. The captain could not be absent fhna 
Veiiicey without observation ; and Renault was In* 
dispensably necesi^ary there. They cast their eyee^ 
therefore, on De Bribe, one of the French gentle- 
men whom Renault had engi^ed in Friuli; \nA 
ilhis cairalier haring received a commission IrMif 
the Republic to raise soldiers, while be was preN 
paring to set out, it vtBB thought more advisab^ 
that he should ^o on with his levies, and on^ 
Laurence Nolot of Franc county, a comrade of 
the Captain, wais despatched in his stead on tlie 
irst day of the year 1618. The Marquis thought 
it was likewite time to reveal himself to the cooit^*' 
eil of Spain. To obviate all the explanations whieii 
might be required from him, he sent thither his 
{project, as much at large, and as well represented^ 
as he was able : and because he knew the s]o#^ 
iiess of that court in its deliberations, he told tlMf 
Duke of Lerma flatly in a private letter, that IMS 
must have a speedy and decisive answer ; ihtit the 
danger he was in gave him a right to express him^ 
■elf in that absolute manner ; and that, if they de-^ 
tmned his express above eight diiys, he would iii^ 
terpret that delay as an order to abandon ^&» 
Irhole design. He received an answer within the 
time he required, but it was not altogether sb de^ 
cbive as he wished it. They told him, if thei^ 
were any disadvantage in deferring it, that, be 
might proceed ; but that, if it were possible^ it 
was mightily desired to have first a ftdi and ^AA^ 
All description of the stalo of the Bepablie. 
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. ..lie. wnbaiM^on .v^.tigss. ppepur^ on t^ 
hmdf vxa not long in drawing, up a relation aa, 
j^t and artfuU that the Spaniards hare called it, 
** thOfinaAterpiece of their politics, " It does not: 
^lptiaar . for what design, it was. calculated, and: 
f^ tbey who und^Btand it, find not one word, 
th^e which does not relate to the scheme in Tiew^ 
It begina with an eloquent con^laint of the difE« 
coity of the work, by reason of. the impenetr^. 
ble «e<yecy of the gov^nunent.he is. to d^scribc^ 
Then be praises the govemment^ but the enco^j 
niiiiMVi respects merely the first age of th^ 
fi4^abli4?« Afte^ thief,, and some, o^r gen^rfijl 
obmyaMoas, he says, that the law which eji;- 
ctedes the people from the . knowledge of af<! 
fikirs,' has baen . the oceasion pf the tyranny of 
Iba nobles; and that which subjects the ect 
fihttiiBtical. powrer .to jbe^cep^nre^of the chief ma* 
gpatrate has 4Bncouraged th^ licentiousuess of 
d» people of Veniise: against. the. CQui:t of Rome* 
trntSBi. their late quarrel -wi^h that court. He ex* 
flggeralies this lieentioujBnjOss with the .impieties 
ffrtncb the HollaiidCTs were said to have committed 
in FriuU with impunity ; he-, exclauns : particulai^Jy 
;iigjunst the bmyii^ of a. uobleman of their «coim- 
itiy, whose nam,e was Ilenaudde Brederode, i^ 
Jibe chuxeh of the Servites.at Yenicey notwitht 
ntwdiog be was a Calvinist ; apd severely tax^ 
JEatberFanl, .without naming ^im, as the cause^ 
After commenting on the state of .the people, aod 
Jibe Qontentment which ^ey ^eniingly cTince under 
the oj^ression of the nobler, he ex^amines the state 
«f theeenate^ of the provinces, and of the armies. 
Ja tfie senate he dwerves its divisions; and do^^ 
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ikmtenls amoiig^ the nobles* He describev^ 3m^ 
hftioii of the provmees^ by tbe cmel imaptioiis wiaeh 
the Useoqnes bad made in some ef tbenii and bj^ 
die poverty tbe othen bad Inonght upon tbem* 
selres in sncconring^hein. He affimm tbat tliereavQ 
not tbree olBicers paid in each ganison of ~ 
bardy, and tbat die Republic preserres ita 
dioiity there, only because nob<^ nndertakea to 
Hsurp it from them. As- to the annies, he gi«B« 
a just relation of the insaivections which hare bap* 
pened, and of tbe dispersion which had^been «Mdft 
of the mutineeia in such numbers, tbat thoee wha 
w^ left conld be looked apon only as a ciwwd 
of wretched militia witbont experience or di0ai«» 
pHne. That as for tbe sea-forces, tbey were now 
become the refuge of tbe most iniiMnotis pirates ia 
the Mediterranean ; a crew nnwenfay of the iwMi# 
of soldiers, and of whose service the Repabtta 
conld no longer be snre, than while they wera not 
in a condition to turn her own arms against bar; 
Having eloquently and fordbly described thes* 
things, he examines the opimon which ong^t to 
be formed concerning the fiitare state of Mb Re^ 
public, her fortune, and duration; and prewM» 
fiY)m the facts he has established, that she is in a 
feeble state, and that her maUidies are of such 4 
tetnre tbat she cannot bring them to a crisis, net 
eorrect her present eonstiitatioB, but by cbatigiBg 
ber entire form. 

Upon this relation, the council of Spain left 
^e Marquis of Bedmar m full lib^ty to aac» 
without giving him any orders ; but tbe pro* 
iracted absence of Nolot put a stop to mU, and tko 
ambassador was out of all patience for having ez* 
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fomd lAaaatM in an ftffliir of fth nalim «6 M 
Mprieioiis Ininiow ol the Dvloe of Oflnma, whofli 
1m oogfat to have known kn^ ago. A delay ww 
Boital in tkis conjnnctare of things. After the 
Spaniards had taken Vercellii Grad^isca was faatd 
pvesaed hy the Venetians^ and the eonneil of 
Sfain had no other way to save it, than to re^ 
new the prepositions of peace. A writing was 
drawn np in concert at Madrid, which contained 
the principal articles ; bnt the continoal disordeta 
of the Dnke of Ossnna obliged the Venetians to 
raoal the powers of their ambassador, in order to 
transfer the negotiation into France, where the 
death of the Maishal d'Ancre gave them hopes of 
BMMre fiivonr. The peaise was concluded at PariSf 
8epten^r 6th, and the goyi6mor of Milan had a 
eonferenoe soon after with the Comit de B^ 
tfanne^ to regnlate the execution of it in reference 
to the Dnke of Savoy. But at the same time, the go* 
' inemor continned to disturb ^e Venetians, and even 
took some small places from them in Lombardy* 
They complained of it every where, and were pre* 
paring for war more vigorously than ever, until 
kbe Marquis de Bedmar made his compliments on 
the peace in a full senate, and promised the esto* 
eation of ^e articles agreed. He did this not 
from any order he had received from Spain, but 
because he had a mind to obliterate the ill im« 
yrsisions ^e senate had entertained of him, from 
things which were past. In this view, he acquit- 
ted him^lf on this occasion with all the zeal, and 
all the demonstrations of joy and friendship ima* 
ginable^; and the Venetians agreed readily with him 
for a suspension of hostilities. This snspendon 
was aa important afiair for the Spaniards, and 
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tlie .maaterpiece of , Ihetr amlwaBidtor, Gradiieit 
VBs straitened to such a degree, that it covki 
not hold out fifteen days longer; iind yet iMw-v 
tiUl^ies vere. not to cease till the exppatinn o£ 
two months, because that. time was judged*^ ne-, 
cessaiy on both sides, to finish all the imlificia-^ 
tionn for the execution of the treaties* It was 
reqnisite, therefore, to prevent the surrender o£ 
diis place, before that time, elapsed. - The «wk 
pension pat it out of danger ; and the Spaniards 
having no longer that oblation to hasten the &l^^ 
cation of the treaties, remsuned at liberty to spin Ui 
out in length, as much as was necessary for theu^ 
df signs. The Duke of Ossona, indeed, beii^ OQm«> 
pelled by orders from Madrid, and the remonstraocea 
of the Pope, offered soon aft^r to restore the ships 
he had taken ; but as for the merchandise and the 
goods, be said he knew not what was become 4>f 
them ; and yet they were selling in Naples, e?ett 
before the eyes of the resident of Venice; and the 
poke sent out a powerful fleet to cruise again in. . 
the Adriatic Sea. 

Th^ senate complaining of this to the Marq^ de 
Bedmar, the Marquis himself made stronger con** 
plaints of the same. He. declared that the did neft 
pretend to answer for the actions of the Duke of Qfr* 
auna, and that even the King their master would net 
answer for them ; that among the mimy favours,. and 
the good treatment he had received at Venice, daring 
the whole time of his embassy, the only displea- 
fure he felt was to be informed that the con- 
duct of that Viceroy was imputed to his ceunsels a 
that he had never been concerned in it4 that the 
least knowledge of the Duke of Oasuna would 
convince any one that he had n^ Qtber guide than 
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Mir^owta'caprfee; and as fat hhamlf/thtftsa^ 
jiH^ of bis dispodtion by the peaceable eoiiW 
duct 6f ibe governor of Milan, of wiiieb he glo« 
mi to be the author. That goremor, it is trae^ 
ofaeerred the saspeneion exactly ; bat he still con*^ 
timed armed ; and that it might not seem strange^ 
he judged it proper to embroil himself afresh with 
the Duke of Savoy* Under pretence tibat the 
troops discharged by that prince had halted in th^ 
eotmtry of Vaox, waiting for the entire execation 
•f the treaties, Don Pedro refused to the Count 
de Bethune to disarm, as his had before promised 
8t Pavia, and preratled with ifae Duke -of Maatnil 
to refnae likewise what depended on him. The 
Count de Betfanne protested against them In 4 
pvbHc writing, at his withdrawing on their refiualf 
and an answer was made to this protestation in the 
most plausible manner the Marquis de Bedmar 
could inmeiit. Hence it is plain, that it was 
of great importance to hasten tiie execution of his 
project, since it was so difficult to keep things in 
the situation requisite to make it succeed. 

All tins timothe' Duke of Ossuna did not despatch 
Nolot ; and the aikibassador, who was in the utmost 
perplexity to discOTer the reason of it, was informs 
ed at last of the cause. Some time after the Cap-* 
tain had been received into the service of the Re^ 
public, the Duke, who wished to know by differ^* 
enft channels the state of Venice, sent after him an 
Italian named Alexander Spinosa, to pry into 
every thing. This man, who was not knowni 
soon got to be employed there, as did all the sol* 
diei« of fortune who offered to serve. He easily 
judged the Duke was forming some momenteus 
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^ttlerpnsey bat did not snspect liiat tlie pirate war 
the manager of it. He soon perceived, hovever^.tliat 
lie was not on so ill terms with the Doke as every 
•ne imagined. When Spinosa arriyed at Venice^, 
he made the Viceroy an o£fer to poniard the Cap*, 
tain ; and the Viceroy having refused. it, under pre^ 
tence of the danger there was in its execution, Spi- 
nosa^ who was a man of sense^ and knew the Duke,* 
judged that there was some stronger reason for: 
the refusal, otherwise he would not scrtkple to be. 
revenged. The Duke charged him, however,* to- 
observe the actions of the pirate. In order to acqnii 
himself the better of his commission, Spinosa got 
into the company of some Frenchmen whom he had 
known at Naples, and who were- frequently with the 
Captain at Venice. These persons, who were of 
the number of the conspirators, gave th6 CaptiMi 
an exact account of the inquiry Spinosa made inta 
his conduct, and discovered also that this spy.waa 
carrying on some design hunaelf, and endeavour^ 
to procure men of courage and action for the ser- 
vice of the Duke ofOssuna; The Captun waa 
very much incensed that the Duke should not have 
an entire confidence in him, but he was not sur- 
prised at it ; he only considered, that if Spinosa 
continued to cabal, and was not in concert' willr 
him, he would weaken their party. by dividing- it, 
and that it was impossible for him to open bimsdf 
to a man who was placed upon: him as a spy. 
The Marquis de Bedmar and Rtoault were also 
of opinion that no time ou^t. to be lost to reme^ 
dy this inconvenience; and after having-* maturely 
consulted how to do it, they (found there was bo 
aa(ety for them, : unless they.deijtroyed »€|ano8iu^ 
He was a man that would sell his life dearly, if' 
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*$gi attempt were made to aaflaadnate him; his 
■employment obliged him to be always upon his 
guard ; and the Captain was forced at last to ao 
cuse him before the Council of Ten, as a spy 
from the Dake of Ossuna* after he had in vain 
tried all other means to take him off* The Frenchi 
■with whom he had associated, so contrived mat- 
ters and supported things so well by circum- 
stances, that he was seized and strangled private* 
ly the same day. Whatever he could allege against 
the pirate made no impression on the minds of the 
judges; because it was against his accuser, and 
he was not able to prove any thing he had ad- 
'▼anced. 

This afiair very much increased the confidence 
the Venetians had reposed in the Captain ; but It 
made the Marquis de Bedmar very imeasy, be- 
cause it was an alarm to the Senate, to have a 
watchful eye upon the conduct of those strangers 
who were in the service of the Republic The 
Duke of Ossnna had just been informed of the 
^eath of Spinosa, when Nolot arrived at Naples. 
He did not hesitate in guessing at the author. 
The mortification it gave him made him take it 
ill that the Marquis de Bedmar had sent him no 
notice of it ; and the different suspicions whidi 
this accident excited greatly perplexed him. In 
the mean time, the troops of Lievestein having 
mutinied, were brought to the Lazaretto, with- 
in two miles of Venice, by order of the Se» 
nate, in the beginning of February. The Marquis 
de Bedmar, who feared they would come to an 
agreement with the Republic for their pay, and so 
be obliged to depart, contrived, by the means of 
their .chief officera^ to make themselves satisfied 



vdth Xh» ^nm which was immediately offered ii^efa. 
Taking advaiitage of the nearness of these troops 
«Q &yourable to the design of the conspirators, 
Nolot had orders, by an express, to represent tp 
the viceroy, that duiing all that noonth they should 
Jiave near five thousand jnem ready at their con^ 
mand. Nolot omitted nothing of his duty ; but 
the Viceroy, who had not quite digested his pasr 
fiion, amused him so loug, that after six weeks exr 
lactation, the officers, feaiing lest their soldiene^ 
who suffered extremely, should treat without them^ 
treated themselves, with the consent of the etm- 
^irators, who thought they cpuld not prevent it^ 
Ten days after, Nolot arrived from Naples, with 
the resolution of the Duke of Ossuna, which was 
such as was desired, but directed to Robert. Bro^ 
lard, one of the Captain's comrades. The am- 
bassador and the Captain, who were busy in cour 
triving bow to extricate themselves^ did not vouchr 
aafe so much as to take notice of the affiront the 
Viceroy offered them by such a slight. . He de- 
dared he was ready to send, .when they pleaaedp 
Ae barks, brigantinea» and other smidl vessels 
prc»per for the ports and CfinaliB of Venice, and a 
sufficient number to carry six thousand mes^ if 
there was occasion. Nolot had seen thq troops 
and the barks ready to set put, wad the Captain 
caused the ports and canals to be siounded, through 
which they were to pass, in order to land at the 
Place of Saint Mark. As he had a great ipaajr 
seamen at his command, by reason of his office* 
who, not being suspected, could go and come .in 
those ports and canals as they pleased, it was easy 
to him to cause all the dimensions thereof to hi^ 
taken with exActneaa» There was nothing now 
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Mm^tBg but to Under the deperiiA'edf tb6 Iroope 
of Lieresteiii. Nofnao^y was epaved for that 
iwrpoaey aad tbo ^rigour of* tbe aeaaoQ aerved for f 
pretence for tbeir delay. The greatest part of 
tbem eontinned still « at the Lazaretto; asd those 
who were eiqbarked when Nolot arrived^ stopped 
in plaoea whieh were oot mach more remote. 

To relieve Renault and the Captain horn these 
cares, for which they were not sufficient alone, they 
required eighteen men at least, of sense and coa«> 
99ge, in whiWd they oonld folly confide. They had 
now made up this numbery partly from those with 
wlfom Reniiult had negotiated in Friuli, and partly 
fsom those whom the pirate had mduced to follow 
fairil fro9i Naples. Of. the latter there were five 
df^ptains of nhips like himself, Vincent Robert of 
Marseilles, Jl^anrepoe Kolot, Robert Bmlard, and 
HQOt^ieir Bmjard, named Laurence, natives of Frane 
county^ with another Proven9al named Anthony 
Jaffier* There were besides two brothers from 
JLiorrai^e, Cbaries and John Boleau, and an Italian 
John Riaai'do, all three excellent petardeers, and a 
Frenchman named L'Anglade, who passed for a 
ndoet ingenious master of fireworks. The capacity 
of this last was ao well known, that he ha^ 
bmm allowed to work at his trade in the araenal* 
By this mean the petardeers, bis comrades, had a 
fvee admfttanoe there, as well as Villa-Mezzana 
aad Reti^ozi, who were of those whom Renault 
liad engaged, and who had formerly been employed 
there. 

These six persons drew so exact a plan of the 
aeaenal) that those who had never been there, 
^onld easily deliberate upon it. They were much 
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ousted ift Aw by two officers of the areeittl whom 
the CaptaiB had gtiined, ftnd who had seasoned the 
piaises he gave them upon all occasions with so 
considerable a number of Spanish pistoles which he 
had to distribute, that they engaged to do blindly 
whatever he should command them. L'Angkde 
and they lodged in the arsenal. Renault had taken 
with him to the house of the French amba^ador 
three of his friends, Bribe, BrainviUe, and Laa- 
renee Brulard ; the three petardeem remaining at 
the Marquis de Bedroar's, who furnished them 
with the powder, the other materials, and the in- 
struments necessary to work at their trade, but 
without having any communication witb them. 
They had already made more petards and fire- 
works than were necessary, and the ambaasador'a 
palace was so full, that it was impossible to con- 
ceal any more. The Captain Uved at his uso^ 
place of abode, but alone, that he might not give 
any suspicion in case he was observed ; the others 
he lodged at the courtesan's where he and Renanh 
first met. The esteem and friendship which sue* 
ceeded the love they had felt for this woman, but 
especially the conviction they had of her fidelity, 
persuaded them that they could not make a better 
choice. She was of a Greek island in the Arcfai* 
pelago, and of a family as noble as it is possifaae 
10 be in a country under the dominion <rf the Ve- 
netians, without being a Venetian. He who coi»- 
manded there for the Republic, having debauched 
her by mighty promises, had since caused her 
father to be assassinated, because he would liave 
obliged him to perform what he had promised* 
The daoghtw was come to Venice to demand 
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jmtioe for t!ie miifdfHr, bat in mm ;'wmd this pro- 
secatkui jhaving consnined the small fortmie she 
bad, ber beaaty repaired her misery, as it bad 
eaused it. She heard with raptore the project 
of ber two Mends, and without diffiealty risked* 
erery thing in order to ensure its success. Sfa« 
hired one of the largest bouses in Venicef and 
mder colour' of some conveniences she was caus- 
ing to be made in it, she brought tbitber but part* 
of her furniture, that she might have a pretence 
to keep the house they had beiore, wlueh waa 
not for oS* In these two houses eleven of the 
principal cofn^irators were concealed near six 
months. As she was visited by all persons of 
fehion^ stnungers and Veneliansi and as this great 
leaort of people might, discover- those wbo lodg^ 
ed with her, she feigned herself indisposed to 
get rid of them. They who know with what ci-> 
vility woiMn of this profession are treated in Italy, 
will have no difficulty in comprehending, that her 
house became iiereky inaccessible to all those who> 
had no business there. The conspirators went out 
only by night, and their meettngs were held in the 
^i^inie. Ik these meetings Renault and the Cap* 
tain proposed those things n^icfa they had agnaed 
upon "with the Marquis de Bedmar, to have tba> 
advice i»f the company, and come to a resolntioa 
on the means, to execute tbem. When they had 
•eoasion to repair to the Marquis, they did it with all 
tho drcumspection which is necessary, in a country, 
and at a time, when the houses of> ambassadors 
were narrowly ofaeenM as if they were so many 
snemies, and that of .the Marquia in particular. 
Tliey had long, oimcluded that it would be requi* 
site to baTe.a. thousand soldieia ia Venice, before 
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they &rtd their tiraio. Bal because it was danger- 
ous to iotroduoe them all armed, the Marquis had 
?roTided himself with arms for aboye fire hundred* 
^his was easily done with secrecy, as the gon- 
dolas of ambassadors are never searched ; and there 
was only wanting an opportunity to bring these 
thousand men into Vemce without notice. 

The Doge Donato died, and in his place waa 
chosen Anthony Priuli, who was then in Friuli, 
to see the treaties executed. The generals by sea 
had orders to go and fetch him with the navy, and 
the great chancellor and the secretaries of state 
were to meet him at a distance from the city, and 
carry him the ducal cap. Twelve of the principal 
senators were to follow them a certain distance as 
ambassadors of the Republic, each of these single 
in a briganiine, armed and magnificently adorned, 
and with a splendid retinue. The senate itself in 
a body was to receive him a good way out at sea* 
on board the Bucentaore, and conduct him into tike 
eity with all this solenmity. As it rarely happens 
that they who are created Doges are out of Veidce 
at the time, this pomp drew thither an infinite num" 
her of curious people. The Marquis de Bedmar, 
who foresaw this, as soon as he was assured 4if the 
election of Priuli, despatched Nolot a second time 
to Ni^iles, with orders to see the brigantines of the 
Duke of Ossuna sent out with the utmost speed. 
To remove all grounds of delay, the Ciqitain was 
enjoined to send to the Duke as exact a plan a0 
was possible of the execution, and especially to 
give him an account of what "had passed at Venice* 
during Nolol's first jomrney. The pirate enlai^ed* 
«pon this precaution. He was for securing the 
Bftiad of ilM Viceroy by every meaosy a^ tdf 
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t^w l|iin» that it waa not believed there wig 
any reason to complain of bim, he conjcluded bis 
letter with these words. " I blame Nolot's negli- 
gence for the long stay he made at Naples; for I 
question not, but if he had represented things as 
they were* your Excellency would have soon des- 
patched him. ^e mast certainly have asked for 
money, or sometbing Uke it, bijit he had express 
orders to the Qontrary, and I undertake even now 
to keep Venice for six months in my power, if it 
be necessary, in expectation of your Excellency 'ei 
gr^at fleet, provided you send me the brigantines 
as soon as Nolot shall arrive, and the six thousand 
men you was pleased to offer." This letter was dated 
Aprilrtbe 7th, th0 day on which Nolot set out. In 
the mean time Renault brought to Venice fill tliQ 
officers of the troops which had been corrupted, 
to acquaint themselves with the towq, and. ob- 
serve the posts, that they might not be at a loss on 
the night of the execution. Before they came, they 
chose a thousand men out of all the Dutch troops, 
who were to hold themselves ready to mar(^ at 
the first orders ; and that their absence might be 
less remarkable, they drew an equal number out 
of all the places belonging to the state o^ Terra- 
Pirma, in which there were any dispersed. To 
receive these men, each of the officers hired as 
many lodgings as they could without giving a sus- 
picion ; they told the landlords that they were for 
strangers who came to see the festival ; and as for 
the officers themselves, they all lodged at courte- 
aans* houses, where, paying well, they were in 
more safety than any where else. There remained 
nothing now but to regulate the order of execur 
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Uak; irUch the Mtf^tuA de Bedmari iieliMl% 
Imd tbe Captain, si^ttled as in concert follow*. 

<< Aa soon aa it ahall be night, those of the tho»- 
4tAd soldiers who shall come without artns, shiM 
g^ and arm themselves at the ambassadcir's faons^ 
Five hundred shall repair to the Place of St Mark 
%ith the Captain ; the best part of the other ^t 
Irandred shall go and join Renault, in the nei gli^ 
bourhood of the arsenal, and the rest shall sojie 
all the barks, gotdohis, and other carriagea whiek 
liiall be found at tbe bridge RialtOy with whM 
they shall convey with all haste about a thousand 
eddlers more of the troops of Lievestein, whA 
are still at tbe Lazaretto. During this, they shidi 
behave themselves as peaceably as they can, thttt 
they may not be obliged to dedare tbemselvea^ 
till these troops arrive. However, if they should 
be obliged' to it, and any thmg should be dis^ 
eovered, the Captaan shall intrench himself witb^ 
In the Place of Saint Mark, and Renaidt sfaatt 
aeise the arsenal, in the manner which shall be re^ 
presented ; then two great guns shall be fired, t6 
serve as a signal to the brigantines of the Didce of 
Ossuna, which shall be ready to enter Venice ; and 
th£ Spaniards whom they shall bring, shall supply 
the want of the Walloons who shall be sent for. 
If there be no necessity to declare during tfais, 
when the Walloons shall be landed at the Pliioe of 
8t Mark, the Captain shall take five hundred of 
Ihem, with the other five hundred men he shiA 
have already, and the Seigeaiit- major Dunm ttf 
command them* They shall begin by drawing up 
tiiese thousand men in order of battle in tbe Place ; 
then the Captain, with two hundred whom he fifaal 
take, shall make himself maater of the ducal pa* 
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li0e» aad etip^daUy ^^ the 10O111 0f atnft tlwrt, 
to supply thote of his men who sbldl winlt any, 
s&d to hindcor Uie eneimes irom making use of 
them* Oao hundred o^ers, under Bribe> 'sbill 
po oo s pp themselves of the Seeque i amd one hundred 
moiu» under BrainTille, of the PrDcuraty, hf the 
help of some men who riudl be artfully intrbdneed 
th&e into the belfry in the day*time. These k^ 
■bttsdred shall remain as a corps de gusfdin the 
bdfry so long as the execulaon aball laat> that the 
alann-bell may not be rung. Possessmn shall be 
taken of the entranee of all the streets irhibh lead 
to the Place, by another corps de guard ; and aiv 
tillery shall be planted there feeing the^ street; 
ittid tiil some can be had from the arsenal, a few sff 
those shall be taken which are ready mounted be^ 
fore the house of the Council of Ten, wluch is 
bard by, and whidb it will be no difficult matter 
td sei2se« In those places which slnlll be thus 
eecured, and in which a «orps de guard shall be 
k^t, they shall poniard all they find; and durii^ 
these diSertet executions round the Place, the sei^ 
l^eatit-mijoy shaB remain still in order of battle in 
the middle, with the test of the troops. All this 
•hall be done with the least noise that nmy be; 
afterwards they shall begin to declare themselves^ 
by petarding the gate of the arsenal ; at the^repott 
^f nUch, the eight conspirators who have^draWi^ 
the plan thereof, and shall be withib, shall set fir^ 
to the four coiners with fireworks, which, as well 
as the petards, are prepared for tfab purpose at th« 
ambassador's palace, and they shaU^ poniard llie 
chief commaliderB. It will be easy for them to do 
it in the conlosion which the fire aad the noise of 
the petards will occasion, eepecif^y those com* 
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.mand^v not having any suspicion ci tbem. They 
shall then join Renault when he shall have entec- 
edy and make an end of killing all they fiiid ; and 
. the soldiers shall cany artillery to all the places 
where it shall he proper to plant some, as it the 
. Arena de Mari, at the Fontego de Tedeschi, at the 
magazines of salt, on the belfry of the Procuraty, on 
the bridge of Rialto, and other eminences, whence 
the town may be cannonaded in case of resistance. 
At the time that Renault petards the arsenal, the 
Captain shall force the prison of Saint Mark, and 
shall arm the prisoners ; the principal senator^ shall 
be killed, and suborned persons sbaJl go and set fire 
to above forty places of the town, the farthest distant 
one from another that is possible, thai; so the cpnfar 
sion may be the greater. In the ipean while^ the 
Spaniards from the Duke of Oss^una, having heard 
the signal which shall be given them, as soon as the 
arsenal is seized, shall come and land al^o at the 
Place of St Mark, and immediately disperse them- 
selves in the principal quarters of the town, as tha^ 
of St George, that of the Jews, and others, under 
the conduct of the other nine chief consjuiBtors. 
The cry shall be nothing but Liberty ; and, after 
all these things are executed, leave shall be . given 
to plunder all except the strangers ; it shall, be pro- 
hibited to take any thing from them. under pain of 
death ; and no further slaughter shall be ^made. but 
of those who resist. " 

Nolot found things in so goml a posture at hi^ 
lurival at Naples, that the six thousand jnoen were 
put to sea the next day, under the cominand of an 
Englishman named Elliot. In .order to give the 
leRs suspicion, the Duke of Ossuna caused his large 
ships to take a great compass to repair to theiir 
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petts ; but he w&tkt Eftdt ttnd tfae brigantinel by 
the shortest way. The second diiy of their steer*^ 
ing, this little fleet met some pirates of Barbaty, 
who attacked it. As it was only pre|iared to traiis^ 
port the men it had on beard> add not to snstaid 
a warm engagement, it was rery much annoyed 
by the artillery of the fiarbarians, whose brigan-* 
tines i^ere more manageable, and better arme^. 
But although the great crowd of men on board 
those of Naples did not allow them the neces** 
sary space to defend themselves in order ; yet, nA 
they were all chdsen Spaniiirds, they handled 
the enemy so roughly with their swords, that iii4 
pirates might peniaps hare repented their st6p- 
ping them in Aeir course, if they had not both heed 
dispersed by a turfeutf tempei^ which ^pfffate<i 
liieni in the middle of the actibu. The little fleef 
was BO damaged, that it cotdd not put td sea fo^ 
some time ; and the Marquis d^ Bedmaf, seeing by 
this news that he could not disturb the solemnity 
which was preparing at Venke, assisted at it with 
more niagtificeiice thaii any olie. He protested 
in a full senate, nroking his compliment td the new 
Doge, that the particular-joy which he expressed 
at his promotion proceeded from the hopes he had, 
that Ihs Serenity would preserve on the throne the 
favourable dispositions he Inid lately demonstrated 
in Friuli for the' accomplishment of the peiice. 
At his return jfirom this aiudience, he sent for Re« 
nault and the Captain. At first he asked them, if 
they thought It prbper to lay the whole aside? 
They answered, they were not only of the contrary 
epinioUj but that even their companions had ap« 
peered no more akrraiid at this misfbrtune of the 
ileei» thea if it had safely arrived; and that they 
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were all disposed to punne the necessary mearai^ 
to maintaiD things in their present sitnation, in ex- 
pectation of a more fv^ourahle opportunity. The 
ambassador, who had put this question to them 
with trembling, embraced them with tears of joy 
after this answer. It was then resolved in concert^ 
between the Marqnis and his two confidents, that 
the execution shoidd be delayed till the Feast of the 
Ascension, winch was not far distant, and winch is 
the greatest solemnity of Venice ; and that, in the 
mean while, the troops should be maintained ia 
the places where they then were, and sitppUed 
with all the conveniences they could wish ; and for 
this purpose, no money ^onld be wanting to tibe 
principal officers ; that of the three hundred who 
had been sent for to Venice, the leaders should be 
retained, and the subalterns sent back to their 
troops, as well to keep the soldiers in their duty» 
as to discharge the town of so many, where sudi 
a number of officers might create a suspicion ; that 
they who were detained should be employed im 
the most agreeable manner, that they might noi 
be tired of waiting, nor even have the leishnv ^ 
possible, to reflect on the present state of thii^; 
that the twenty pirincipal conspirators should ob* 
serve their conduct narrowly ; and to oblige the 
Republic to bear with the delay of the troops of* 
Lievestein, and not to dismiss those of NassaUt 
the governor of Mikm should not execute the 
treaties. 

Although every contrivance was invented by the 
Marquis de Bedmar, and put in practice by Doli' 
Pedro and the Duke of Ossuna, they were forced to 
make every day some steps towards a peace. The 
Council of Spain did not dwe to hasaid any lUng^a 
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tfaebopQS of SO doubtlnl a snecess as was that of the 
coD^iracy ; and France, which was for maintain'- 
ing the treaty of Paris, obliged the Venetians to 
consent to the Doke of Savoy's disbanding the 
troops which halted in the country of Yaux, and 
served for a handle to the delays of Don Pedro. 
This difficulty being removed, the Marquis de Bed- 
mar, in order to prevent that prince from surren- 
'deiifig the places he had taken in the Montferrat, 
-caused a rumour to be spread, that as soon as the 
Dvke of Mantua should be re-established, he would 
make an agreement with the Spaniards for that 
«tate« At the same time, Don Pedro began a 
groundless quarrel with a mioister of Savoy, who 
was come to Milan with the ambassadors of 
France, and sent him an order to depart. The 
Duke, provoked at this affiront, recalled him, and 
left off vacating the places he had taken ; but the 
ambassadors having represented to him that he was 
JbUing into the snare which Don Pedro had laid 
for lum, he restored them all at once. Don Pedro 
was so astonished at this news, that he could not 
forbear showii^ it publicly in his discourse ; he 
was thereby forced to restore the prisoners, and 
the smaller places ; but for Yercelli, which was 
the important point, he made such strange difficul- 
ties, that Spain threatened to recall hi'm before the 
venal time* At first he said, it would be ignomi- 
nious in him to surrender that place while the am* 
bassadors of France were at Milan, as it were to 
oompd him to it by their presence. They with- 
drew ; then he declared, he expected the Duke 
of Savoy would first restore certain lands which 
bakmged to some ministers of Mantua. These lands 
were veeftoredi aad yet Yercelli was not surrender- 



ed. At last, f'raQce, which <lesified tocas^ltkh 
the marriage of Madame Cbn^tiimf^ the Kiog'a. sif- 
ter, with the Prince of Piedrnpn^ having e^lftiii- 
ed itself in a decisive manner in reference to ibi|t 
place, Don Pedro began to send i|way the atorps 
and artillery which were there, but with an incn^ 
dible slowness. The Marquis de Bedniar haviiig 
sent to him to be stall more dilatary» he Imi* 
thought himself of demanding new assuraucea fiigia 
the Duke of Savoy in favour of the Duke pf Mai%- 
tua ; but even the ministers of Mautuai tired widi 
such prolongations, declared, in a public wntiiig» 
that tuey did not require ^hose a$suranp08. 

This declaration made the JVfarqnia de B^dow 
uneasy enough ; but the conduct of th^ Duke of Qt- 
Buna made him miich more m* The Duke being 
wearied out with the complaints the Yenetiaps cant* 
ed to be made to him from all parts ou bis .c«&tu|ik> 
ing to disturb the navigation of tbe Gulf, ^d sot 
knowing what to allege farther m bia d^feuo^ 
thought fit at last to ipfike thi^ ana^ery^lbatjbe 
would persist in it as long as tbe Yeoetiaiia4di«a)d 
entertain in tb^r service the most ineconcilaUe 
enemies of the King his master. De BedmikrV 
rage, when he w^s informed of th,e Duke*a 411^ 
swer, may be ei|ai]y conceiyed. He. 4^^. pot 
doubt but tbe Senate, which was for peace op 
any terma, would dismiss theiii> tQ cut <Kff Aam 
tbe Viceroy all manner of excuse. But tim 
issue deceived once ipore the prud^ce of tba 
M&rfiuis de Bedmar. Some demon, favpurahki 
to the extravagances of the Duke Qf Qaaum^ 
made the Venetians taJke a resolution Meetly oouy 
trary to their inclination and interest* It was rar 
roonstrated to the Senate^ that tbe RepnMiCr by 
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iriproeedore had'sfaown too much that ii desired 
a peace, and this was what made the Spanish mi* 
nislen so backward to execute it ; that if they sa- 
tisfied the Viceroy on his complaint^ he would ima- 
gine he gare the law to Venice ; and that instead 
of dismissing the Hollanders, they ought to retain 
<be troops of Lievestein, who were to depart the 
fevt opportunity, till the treaties were perfectly 
^exetnted. The joy which this resolution gave the 
Marquis d& Bedmar, was interrupted by ^ disco- 
very of the plot at Crema. U Alfier, the Proren- 
^, and the Itidian Captain who had been seduced 
there, quarreled at play, and fought ; the Captain 
wn mortally wounded, and to discharge his con- 
fldence, confessed all to the Venetian commander 
iMfore he expired. L'Alfier, who suspected whait 
tronftd happen, as soon as he had wounded hiii^ 
ande his escape widi those of his accomplices to 
whom he could giro notice ; the others T^ere tdcehy 
jHid ^ French lieutenant, who was the principal 
Bwnag«r of the enterprise ; but as fienanlt had a&- 
ways appeared to them under the character of am 
aigent of Miian, and they did not know what was 
iMCoaae of him siiwe this aSair, suspicions fell only 
aipon Dob Bedro. 

- Eigiit days afterwards, the sergeant-major wha 
wtm to delirer up Maran, having lor his own psofit 
avpprassed some nuls which beloDged to a valet 
ide ehaittbre of the Proveditore, and a pensioner of 
tfia Rq>ai^, the fellows were exasperated at the 
Idas, and ioffk the opportunity of his absence to go 
into his house, where ihey broke open his chests^ 
and carried off his money and his papers, among 
mhUk wenre found letters which made mention of 
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his design. As he knew nothing more than tfafrt; 
-the man came to him from the Doke of Ossiina, 
*who had negotiated with him, he could accuse no 
>one^bat the Duke; but he took a nobler resolution ; 
he always answered in the midst of his tortures, that 
he knew Fery well they would not save him let hin 
.discover what he would, and that he would rather 
leare his accomplicesi if he had any, in a condition 
to rerenge his death, than ruin them with him- 
self without any advantage. A public tfaanksgtvin]g 
was observed in Venice for these two discoveries. 
The enterprise, however, became thereby much 
more certain than it was before ; the Senate be- 
lieved they had at last discovered the hidden cause 
of the irregular procedure of the Spaniards, and 
seeing these two plots had miscarried, they ima- 
^ned they were now tranquil, and no longer 
doubted ,of the accomplishment of the treaties. 
The time, however, of the execution was at hand. 
J*rom the Sunday which precedes the Ascenmoiiy 
to Whitsunday, there is at. Venice one of the most 
celebrated fairs in llie World. The great influx of 
^traders did not render the town more difficult to 
be surprised, and it gave an opportunity to the 
thousand soldiers, who came thither among the 
merchants, to enter it^ and lodge themselves with- 
out observation. It was easy for them to leave 
the Venetian towns, where they were dispersed, 
because for some time they who were most eager 
to return to their own country had deserted, and 
the Podestats applied no remedy to it, as the Re- 
public would have the fewer to pay. But lest it 
should excite surprise that so many should desert 
in so short a time, the greater part pretended, at 
their departure, that they went to the fair at Ve- 
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nice. They diagsiaed themselTes like penons of 
all profeesionsy and care was taken to lodge toge* 
ther those who spoke different langnagesy that 
thereby they migbt be the less suspected to hold 
any intelligent^ ; and they were all cautious of 
giving any token that they knew one another. 

The five handred Spaniards designed for the 
execution of the plot at Crema which was disco- 
vered, were sent at the same time by Don Pedro 
to the adjacent parts of Brescia^ in (»der, upmi 
the first advice of the success of the conspiracy^ 
to seize that , town, by the assistance of a fiaction 
which the lieutenant of the Count of Nassau had 
fonned there, and which stOl subsisted. The 
commander of these Spaniards was instructed to 
lead them directly to Venice on the first notice he 
should receive from Renault. As for the Vene- 
tian fleet, it had retired into Dalmatia, but waa 
prepared to put to sea again on the first orders, 
beqmse of the continual motions of the Duke of 
jQssuna. The Captain sent to the officers wha 
commanded his twelve ships in hb absence, artifi« 
cial fire-works of the most furious sort, to disperse 
secretly in all the other ships of the fleet the day 
before the execution. As none distrusted those 
officers, it was easy for them to do it without be- 
ing perceived, or even suspected. He charged 
them to measure the matches so exactly, that all 
migbt take fire at once ; and that if any ship escap- 
ed they should attack it, and make themselves 
masters of it, or sink it with their cannon ; and 
that after this they should repair to Venice with- 
out losing a moment, and put theniselves in a 
posture to execute all these things forthwith; 
but to waiiy however, for another order before. 
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tliey b^sn. l*lie dsjr wtts &eed ott fte Snildftt 
of the Afleemi<M, which Wfts the firtt day of tM 
fdr. The Dake of OaeuiMii h^ caused hk fittlo 
fleet to be so well eonroyed this time, that it nMt» 
ed without any accident within* six miles of Y^ 
nice.' It was dirided into two parts, which saS* 
M at some distance from one another, lo he the 
less observed. The greater was composed of 
boats like those of fishermen, to avoid suspicioii i^ 
fod the rest consisted of brigantines, Kke those w 
the pirates. On Saturday morning, notice Warf 
sent to Elliot to set ont from Ms post the nelt 
day, at the boar proper to arrire withifr tAf^ 
of Venice in the dusk of the erening, and to set 
Itp the standard of St Mark; to possess hitik^ 
self of some small islands, by which he was to 
pass, which were able to make no defence, and 
whence- be might come to Venice witbont being 
l^erceited; that then he shonld present himself 
boldly before the two Castles of Lido and Ma^ 
kmoco^ because it was known there was nO gaiti- 
son in them, and that he might pass between thenf 
without any obstacle ; that he should adTaOce widi^ 
iti Cannon shot of Venice, uid git e notice wben 
be arrived ; and the boat which should bring that 
advice by the Captain would send seamen to piki 
him, lest he should be run aground on the shodSy 
with which the waters that encompass Venice nte 
fall, or should split against the rocks, which ren* 
der the entrance of the ports impracticable ild 
those who are not accustomed to theib. 

As the following day was to be employed in ^^ 
posing all things for this execution of ^e itiglit, 
Renault and the Captain thought it proper to hxAd 
tk eoaaultatikm for tiie last time, the day befdrB, 
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wM^ Aefr ebiB|»aiiii»B ; and tile Osptalb l^ft'io U^- 
.nault the care of representing to them the state of 
things, and of giving them the necessary informa- 
tions; Whatever they conld do, they could not 
a]] meet nntir night#^ There .ware Ae three 
•Iraaicbmen who lodged with Renault, the liente- 
Qant of the Comit de Nassau, the three petardeers^ 
L' Anglade, the two officers of the arsenid, the Cap- 
taia, and the liieatenant who had been employed 
there fofpferly, Nolot; the two Brulards,- Jaffier^ 
E49l>ert, the Hollander Theodore, the Savoyard who 
had assisted at the storming of Geneva, and th^ 
engineer RevelMdo; These twenty persons having 
shut ^emselves up in the most private part of the 
house of the Greek courtezan, with Renault and 
the Captain, after the usual precautions on these 
occasions, Renault made a speech. He ; began 
mtb a single and large narration of the present 
condition of affairs ; of the f&rces of the Republic, 
and of 'their own; of the disposition of the tovm, 
and oi the fleet ; of the preparations of Don Pe- 
dro, and of the Duke irf Ossuna ; of the arms, 
and the other warlike provisions which were iftt 
the house of the ambassador of Spain ; of the ih- 
telligeiiice he had in the senate, and among the no- 
Ues ; in a word, of the exact account which bad- 
been taken of whatever it was requisite to know; ' 
Having gained the approbation of his auditors 
by the recital of these things, the truth of which 
they knew as well as himself, and which were al- 
most all of them tl^e ^Seets of their care,- as welt 
as o€ his, he concluded his hamngue by exciting 
their courage and ardomr in the enterprise. His 
diacoBise was received by the whole assembly 
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wMi lii#€lilhama«to iri^ mettiftMUjlMm fur 1^ 
linMiitt agreenble It tkeir own. Renault, hoiraref^ 
wiwhad obsenred tbeir cannteminceei fewrked that 
towdids the ooBdaaioA ni it Jaffier, ene of the Capf- 
takifs best friendly had fellen, all on a sadden^ from 
estreBie attentara, iato an inqaietade which ha stiafre 
IB Tttia to coBceal ; and that there stiU rettaiaed m 
hie eyee an air of aatoaiehment and eadne8s» which 
expresged a mind aeiswd with horron Benanlt 
epoke of it to the Captain, who made a jeot of b 
at first; bat having viewed Jaffier for aome tine, 
he waa almoat of the aame opinien* Beaaalty. viiM 
perieotly anderstood the relatione and nec c a a a r y 
coBOections between the meet aewet motaona of 
the mind, and the lightest external demonstrauaaa, 
when a man is agitated, having matoiely «n^ 
mined wbat had appeared in Jaffier'a countmaaoe^ 
thought himaelf o^iged to declare to the Cap* 
tMn, that be did not believe he waa to be ttaal* 
ed» The Ci^tain, who knew Jaffier to be a 
bvave man, accused him of judging precipitait^; 
hnt Renault persisting to justify hia anapicmi, kad 
the grounds and the conssqueaees of it beiana 
him 80 dearly, that if the Cafrtaki waa no! Soached 
by them aa deeply^ be wae eenvieced, at leaat, Au 
Jaffier ought to bo watched* But he lepreaeBiad 
to Renault, that if ^ven Jaffier aheuld be ata ggat ' 
ed, which he could not imagine, he had sot tilna 
betwixt ihea and the foUowiag night to dehbaaaSa 
bow to betray them, and to take » reaohitiaa 
thweea ; but let it be as it would, in the preaenfe 
poatura of affidra there waa no time to fonn wbw 
mensurea, and that it waa a fisk which murt he 
ran, either wilUngly w by f^ce. Benaialt va». 
plied, there was one certain way not to be expaaed 
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tviV «mI AttI w«i^ to pdmftd Jii^er AelMirtvvi 
tkit Bigiiti The Captaia remaiiied ailedt a wMl^ 
at ^Mit propoeilioii ; but at last he made answer, 
that he eoold not resolve to kill the best friend he 
had npOB a bare saspicioa ; that the aetim might 
he attended with serend ill eonseqnenees ; mid 
iurged a number of objections relative to the effeet 
wfakh sttiih an act might have on their assodates. 
AeDanh hstened with attention to the Casptauk*^ 
dbooovse) when one of their associates came into 
then with an order from the senate, that all those 
who bad any poet in the fleet were to go on boardi 
the next morning. At the same time was lM*onght 
a note from the ambassadori which discovered the 
reason of that order* The Duke of Ossnna codki 
mot leave Naples so privately to repak to his greats 
shipsi bat the spies of the Republic were apprised 
of it ; httt as he had left an c^er that no earriago 
should be fmnisbed to go to Venice till a certain: 
time, and that aH letters which were directed 
thbher should be stopped, (he Venetians coold 
^«ot have advice of his departure before that d^«i 
The Ardiduke^ who was lately.elected King erf 
Bohemia, had desired sneconr from him against 
the i«bek ef that country, who began to be in 
flsation; and the Vioei^oy having boast^ ^tbo 
would eondaet those stceonra through tnis Gulf to 
^ Tery porta of the Archduke in Istri% the Ve- 
BHiaas had caused him to be entreated even 
hy that prince to take another route ; hut as he 
did not govern himself by those reasons wlnefa 
govMii other men, when they were certified of hia 
departure, they made no doubt but he intended 
to oondoct in petson those succours by the way 
bo had resolved* Th^y would not dispute the 
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pittisiige with him; as they m^t haViC deae, %e^ 
cause they did not seek a rapture, and aalj chooe 
to send their fleet to the coasts of Istria, where he 
was to land his troops, in order to oWrve hino^ 
and restrain him from the various temptations he 
might be under, at the sight of their maritime 
places. 

Renault and the Captain dreaded that the con^ 
rage of their companions would fail, on account of 
th^ unforeseen embarkation of the Venetian fleets 
of which they were just informed ; and this news 
gave them much uneasiness, because they immedi- 
ately judged it would oblige them, though greatly 
against their will, to make some altei-ation in the 
manner after which they had first disposed, the exe-> 
cution of their enterprise. This execution could not 
be performed that instant, because the night was 
too far advanced, and it would be day before notice 
could be given to the little fleet to approach within 
cannon-shot of Venice, where it was , requisite it 
should be, and before a messenger could be sent 
for the troops which were at the Lazaretto. A» 
ff>T the next day, the Venetians being to put to sea, 
if Elliot was ordered to move forward likewise; 
be would infallibly meet those who would be all 
that day repairing from Venice to the fleet. The 
Qwiree the Venetian navy was to take, was the 
most favourable the conspirators could wish^ for 
it was leaving Elliot behind ; and all things being 
well considered, it was judged proper to give it 
time to get to some distance. The difficulty was, 
to resolve whether the Captain, L'Anglade, the 
three petardeers, and the other conspirators who 
had posts there, should obey the order of the se- 
nate. They seemed indispensably necessary' at 
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Vehfce, es^yectftlly the (3aptain ; tod y^t be was 
the man who could least of all stay behind ; 
the important command he bad in the fieet, 
wduld make Mm be more taken notice of 
than all the others together. As many of them 
had employments on board his ships, he conid 
iihuost alone supply their defanlt by his authority, 
if be were preseot, and even hinder their absence 
fiiom being perceived. These reasons made them 
Conelttde, that he should go with only L'Angtadei 
whose employment in the fleet depended imme- 
diately on the general, as Well as that of the three 
petardeers ; but as for the petardeers, they chosQ 
to ft^k an rather than let them depart. The Ge- 
nemT asked the Captain about them as soon as. he 
saw him, and the Captain answered, he believed 
they were concealed in Venice in the courtezans' 
bouses, as well as some of his officers whom he 
missed, and that the precipitation with which he 
was obliged to come away, had not given him 
time to find them but. The General was so press- 
ed by the senate to depart, and being busy for 
the sanle reason, he could not send to seek them 
for several days, and still less stay till they were 
foatid. 

Before' he wnnt on board, the Captain took 
Jaffier aside, and prayed him to supply his place 
with Renault on the night of the execution. He 
ms^ified to him the confidence they had in bis 
conduct and courage, and told him, that without* 
that assurance he should never have resolved to 
go, but that he thought he left another self to his 
companions whfle Jaffier remained with them* 
Daring this speech, the Captain observed him with 
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attentioD ; but the man being wanned widi tteti- 
monies which were given him of the estoem that 
was entertained of him, answered with snch tokens 
of zeal, fidelity, and acknowledgment, as confinn* 
ed him i^ his opinion that Jaffier was fiutfafn], not- 
withstanding the suspicions of Renault. 
.^ This was the last effort of his dying resolution ; 
it vanished when his friend had departed; and 
haying no longer before his eyes the only nan 
who was capable to keep him firm, he afaaadgned 
himself entirely to his uncertainty. The descrip- 
tion Renault had given of the night of the execu- 
tion, in the conclusion of his harangue, had.atrack 
him to such a degree, that he could not Baodeiafee 
his pity. His imagination improved that pictoxe; 
and represented to him exactly, and in the moit 
lively colours, all the cruelties and ii^ttstice which 
are inevitable on snch occasions. From that mo-^ 
ment he heard nothing on all sides but the cries 
of children trampled under foot^ the groans of 
aged men in the act of being murdered, and the 
shrieks of women ravished. He saw nothing 
but palaces tumbling down, churches on fira, 
and holy places defiled with blood. Yeiiioe^ 
the sad, the deplorable Venice, presented iisotf 
every where before his eyes, no. longer triam- 
phant as formerly • over the Ottoman power* and 
the ptide of Spain, but in ashes, or in irons, and 
more drenched in the blood of its inhabitant^ 
than in the waters which encompaas it. Bnt 
then, to betray his friends ! and what friends? 
for who does not know that there is a prison at 
Venice, which is more, capable of shaking the con* 
Btancy of a man of courage, than the moat frtgbfer. 
fa) punishments of other countries I ' 
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t These reffBctioDfi> whidi attacked Jaffier^in the 
« weakest part, confirmed him in his last sentiments ; 
< the pity he felt f<M* his companions balanced in his 
. eodi tlwt which the desolatjibn of Venice had ex-> 
eited, and he continued in this uncertainty till the 
^ day of the Ascensioiiy to which the execution had 
been defeired. There came news from the Cap- 
tain in the raommg ; he seat notice that he would 
i answer for the fleet; that it was sailing to the 
^ neighbourhood of Maraa, and at the same time, as 
-Ike troops of Lierestein should be sent for from 
' the LazarettOy a boat should be despatched to him 
'.to acquaint him with ity and that he woidd wait 
* for ih«t advice ere he began to act. They sent 
»E4iot those guides that were promised him; 
t •aboraed persons were introduced into the belfry 
tad the F^ocnraty of St Mark,'who .had some m- 
^quuntanoe with those who kept guard there, and 
«who laid them asleep by means of drugps prp- 
j>f)er for that purpose, mixed with dieir food and 
•liquor, and by making them drink and eat to ex- 
^oess .on aoeouat of the public rejoicings of the 
iday. Orders were given to certain. chosen offi- 
-cers, to possess th^nselves of the houses of those 
/MoatorB who were most to be feared, and to kill 
them. Each had the boose marked. out to him 
viiddi he was to attack, as had also.eadi of the 
principal oonspiratmB, and the. other officers, the 
•post he was to take, ^e men he was to have, and 
iiHieiB he was to take them, the. word tn Imow 
.them by, and the way by which he was to lead 
tiiem ; notice was likewise given to the troops at 
the Lazaretto, to the Spaniaxds of the little fleet, 
4md to the thbusahd Hollanders who, weraahready 
m Vemce^ how they .weid.la diiride themselves 
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htmlHnB Ph«9 «f ^ Mwk^ wlia« liey waroin to 
Madevrotti, the pkiee* liief tholikl eebe, the coni- 
flMMdem wha wen apponited thein^ and jibe wateh- 
wonl to know item ; iSke ertUlery of die CcnKil 
0t Ten WM ▼isttod by penons no way to he ain- 
focted^ oad k was found to be in s conditioii to 
mrre. 

Jaffier hmi tiM eaviosity to see die ceremony 
wbere tbe Doge espoirtee tbe aeey because it was 
the laat tine It was to be performed. Hia eom-* 
paasiott revMred at tbe eight of the public ro- 
joicings ; tbe pv0fe«nd traaqmillity of Ibe unhap- 
py Venetiaaa gave him * lively sense of llieir 
approaehmg- deseiatieQy and he re^arned more ir- 
MSMule than eveip. Bat Heayea, not being w31- 
lag toahairioii the woiic of twelve agesi and of ao 
aiaDyaUe'Silnd^ t» ihefaiyof aeonrteaan^ and 
of «<)eaBpaBy ^ ^uroiigafte wreiebea, the good ge- 
•kia of dM RepobHe Inspired Jiaffier wHh an expo- 
dittit by whirii'he' hoped to eave Yenkie ai^d \m 
oampttiiioDS al^ omo. He went ia BarliiefeiM C<^ 
ttine^ o o fi ia taiy of the ConncA of Ten, and toU 
Mm h» haii s o m a il iing^ery wgeitt ta leveal, whidi 
eaoeenaed dM aslhly of d^ stale ; but %8l he re- 
f ah e d that the Doge«nd theOonncIl sbonld promiae 
Mai ene lhv#«r^ lutdnhonld engage theasAelwa by 
ihe vseat aaerad eathe- to nmke the senate iwlify 
theii prondsei dwt the fevmir wns, the Urm or 
Mo-and-twenty persons he ^onld nasBe, Wha^ 
avea crime they dio^d have eommitted ; bvt lliat 
they «eed ■€« thiidfe of wvastfaig tbe secret from 
hira by tofnema withoat granting him tins fibvom^ 
fop^Mve were not «ny horrible «Bongh to Ibrce i 
tfagle word from hie movdu Hie Ten were aa* 
tenMed k a moment/attd in^pM^alely aaa* Uil the 
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1h§t, lo retdre torn ima the proouie. Jiflkr de<- 
SHoided. He hesilat^d no noitt thtA lfa«y to giv« 
it; and Jafficr di«tt discortft^d to ibten ibo Whok 
eonipitficy. The tltiiig appenrad eo bteiiblA M 
ihete^ and so prodigions^. that thej eoald nol b»« 
liefiB it. As it wa« eaay^ liowerrer, to manfy aosM 
particiilatB of it^ Comino was sent to the beMiy 4if 
tkie Procnrety* HebrotigfatbadsaiotkeythadlMkad 
found the whole gtiard dkank br aal^ep^ Thasf 
sent him then to the ticaenal* He ^trm a fomA 
while before he could find the offioem vAo had 
beett corrupted ; b«t at kit a ^ctnMf beuig int»« 
nidated with hi* thnatt, showed Urn a Uttle doetf) 
Mbich he cansed t^ be l»oke oped, ilt^r he haA 
]itt«cked Bl it sevAral liolea td no purpoae* Mm 
lomd the offii^eia with the ibrep potankeis, wbo 
wttre ja«t finiibiAg the fire-Works desigBed fiw^th* 
axecotion. He askedthem what oU^ed lileni Id 
weferk on 00 great a kotiday, andwlif ihtf kAd 
ttt opened to kim when he knocked^ The^'alb' 
awered» that the petaideen wesd to. se^ «i«t Am 
wmtt day foe die fiott^ tint the Gtflieiai kad or^ 
doted thatti to bodiig a gittat nimber of tam^ 
works ready lo plUy off ^ that tkesa tel bamg e# 
■saay ready to heLxe^pu^edf th»y kad dssirod lh# 
olketa to aasisl thela to ntaka abmei thai t» tko 
tbing might be of coi»»pi«nee» .tkty tboligl^ Adlf 
yareseaeamightbe di s pe a e e d witbastotkeo Ui eii ali tfrt 
of the festtral ^ and that» in order to do it wMioM 
aeandsl, they kad shut themselves 1^1 as bo foand 
ihem, in the most Detired part ni the anonali wbisb 
ibey bad choseik on pU^dse^ Thoiif^ CemiAif 
torid nudce no roply to this abswoTf bo aitested 
iboni* 
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Tbe Ten Uag friglitaiied more and nmrei^ ml 
next to ih» Greek woman's hoofiei but no one 
was fonnd tbere* The suborned persons wbo 
bad laid the guard of the belfry asleep,- had coun-< 
lerfdited jdeeping as well as the rest when they 
saw Comino; but he was hardly gone out, when 
tbey ran to Uie courtesan's house, where they gaye 
so warm an alarm, that without losing a moment, 
l^olot, Robert, Revellido, Retrosi, Villamezzft- 
na, Dnrand, Temon, and Robert Bmla^ who 
etwnced . to be with her, went all together int« 
one of the barks, which had been retained ttt 
the Rialto to convey the troops from the Lazap 
letto, and got happily out of Venice. The grief 
which, the Council had for their escape, made 
Ihem vesolFe to seaivh the houses of the ambassar* 
dois'of Franeeand of Spain without farther de« 
ky. They asked civilly for admittance .about an 
wSmr which related to liie safety of the Republic. 
The .Frenchman granted it as civilly, and Renault 
mniin taken, and brought away with Laurence Bni« 
lard, and De 3ribe ; but the Spaniard refiised them 
with bitterness ; he alleged all tbe privileges of hie 
fanetioa) and protested furiously against the vio- 
lence which was o&red him, when he saw them 
enter by force. They fonnd there arms for above 
five hmidBed mmi| sixty petards, and m incredi«> 
Ue quantity of powder, fire^-works, and such like*. 
An exact inventory was taken of all, at which he 
was present, ridiculing them all the while. Just as 
this invenlmy was brought to the Council of 
Ten, a nobleman of the house of Valiera arrived 
with fivasnvile and Theodore, two of the princi 
conspirators. They had been informed that all 
discoveied, and, despairing to save themselTei, 
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a9 Ae]r knew all the poi^ Were eHnt op mioB 
the Greek woman's escape^ they i^sol^d to make 
a show ad if they wonid discorer the conspiracy^, 
and went to this noble Venetian, whom they had 
known in Flanders^ to get him to introduce theuk 
V> the CotincUy where they were seized* In tbd 
meantime a general search was made in all the tuc 
yems, imwy lodgings^ gaming^hoBsesy infiimdos 
places^ and others, where strangers might hidd 
themselves ; and all the officers, either Dutch^ 
French, Spaniards, Walloons, Neapolitans, or Mi-» 
lanese, were aecored, to the nomber of nearly jfoiv 
linndredt 

While these thmgs were doings two natives of 
' Danphiny who came from Orange, arrived in their 
boots, as they had flnng ^emselves, at qtdtting 
their horses, into the bark which Inrotight them* 
{They told the Council, that some Frenohmen^ theif 
Iriends, having written to them from Veilk^ thai if 
ihey had a mind to enrich themselves, they only 
iieeid hasten thither, because there was » coaspiiit 
jcy just ready to be execiited^ to 9ma» the town 
•luid giv6 H to be plundered, they were eome^ witk 
all speed to detect so grebt a wiekedness^ instead 
;of sharing in* it. They were thanked, bd^ed hor 
^nourably, and desired to rest, themselves till, the 
senate had time to deliberate: on the reward whkk 
.WBB due to them. In the meanwhile, the day 
came, the senate assembled, and the Marquii('de 
■Bedmar demanded audience. It was giauted to 
bim out of mere curiosity* The noiso of the eon^ 
apiracy was then spread over 4he eity> and oein^ 
aidned a dreadful disorder.. The pe6ple^ who had 
a eoiifrtted.nolaoik^tth« Spaniards were theatf- 
tbon of it^. g^ tofetber about the amfwMknrje 
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pdaee, in ovdsr to break ipto it, and ware imdy 
tft wt it on file, when those who weie to coadggfe 
htm to the andience am¥ed. They made lausmu 
Aeir commiMion ; and the people, iatteiing Aem* 
aelFos with hopes that the senate would inflict oa 
hin an exemplary pmushment, snffered him to go, 
and foUowiod him with many imprecations. 

. The ambassador haying entered into the senatey 
began with bitti«> complaints im;ainst the yiolene^ 
which had been committed in his house, contrary 
to the law of nations ; and accompanied his com* 
plaints with auch haughty and fiuions meaaeea of 
roTcnge, that the major part of the senators w«ra 
hn a consternation, and dreaded lest he had still 
some invention, which was not known, %o aocornv 
plish his design. The Doge answered him» that 
thoT would account for the outrage to him, whett 
be had informed them abont the arms whidk weie 
fomd in the house of mie who, aa an BmbasMu> 
4or, ought to be a minister of peace. He replied^ 
that he was astonished that persons who weva 
•Bteemed so wise, should be so wea|c aa to insult 
1dm to his fiiee on so gross a pretence ; that they 
knew as well as he did that all these prorifuona 
were but deposited in his house, aa had been 
done formerly, to be sent to Naples and Tirol; 
that as for the arms, all the world knew there woie 
lione so good as those whioh were made in the towns 
belonging to the Republic ; and that for the fire* 
woiks, and other things of that kind, some woik- 
men of an extraordinary skill having o£bred them* 
ielves to him, he had been induced to employ 
them out of curiosity. The Doge, intemipting 
Urn, told him those workmen were j»ofl%ata 
wmtefaiSy or rather monatot^ bom fop the mmt^ 
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ft8lS% itiafne of mankind ;' andf .as le spoke thos^ 
ytkorSa, he presented to the ambassador a letter ol 
bvdit to the governor of Milan, which had heed 
feiind among Renault's papers,' with other letter j 
ftom the Duke of Ossnna. The ambassador made 
tamwer^ that as for the Diike of Ossuna, he had 
declared his sentiments before, that he knew no-^ 
iMhg of his conduct ; and as for the letter of cre-^ 
dit, it was true the French ambassador had recom* 
mended to him a gentleman some time ago, who 
iMood in need of favour at Milan for a particular 
Bnstness, and he had given that man the letter thef 
showed him ; but that he was wholly ignorant thai 
%be Republic was any way concerned in that affairl 
•T%^ I^oge, seeing by his replies that the ambassa- 
dor would never want an answer, contented him* 
fitW with representing to him very strongly th^ 
ffnlt of his enterprise ; and concluded with pro<^ 
tfeMting that they were all very far from thinking the 
'King his master' had the least hatid in it. Th^ 
Itmbassador replied to this remonstrance with all 
^<i' transport of a man of worth, whose honour is 
littaeked unjustly, that he was of a nation to which 
Bravery and prudence wete so natural, that the^ 
htid no need ^o have recourse to ill artifices to ruin 
^Ifaeii' enemies ; that the King his master Was 
(pbwftrfbl enough to destroy them by open force, and 
"^IvMidut making use of treacheries, as might very 
^oHly appe^. 

Hfe went out' abruptly after these words MtU- 
out any cerembny. They who conducted him, 
^begged him to rest himself a little in an apart- 
>iiient 'tHl ^se Senatte had given th^ necessary or- 
4er6 for his saflety ; and he suffered himself to be 

V »' ' * ' ~ . ' • K « -* * 
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t^ondnctod vAme they pleMed»^ rayyiif uMi 
lua4 wiiiioiit inakiiig any aiuiwer. While tbs p^ 
pnlace wbs got together in the place, to te«r hiai 
|o pieces when the Senate aho«ld deUver him vf^ 
it was easy for those who were sent to his hooat^ 
inth a strong gpard, to ship off his domestiosi and 
his most valuable famitnre ; efter wbicby ihtf enm 
to fetch him, and conducted him through piiarate 
passages of the palace to a brigantme weU annedi 
imd attended with a good conroy. 

The people, enraged at bis escape, made ima^sa 
of him and the Didke of Osswia, to which they 
did all that they would have done to their perT 
sons, if they had been in their power. Oiders 
were sent at the same time to the General at aea, 
to drown L'Anglade, the Captain Jacques Pieffe» 
and all the tmsty officers the Captain had on hevd 
bis ships. As it was supposed they woald b^ 
upon their guard, they chose a vessel of the atnog* 
est and most nnvsual form that could be found at 
Yeniee to carry the order* It was in a aeeiii' 
ingly careless manner, And it took a laige oowpaaa 
^bout, to arrive from the contrary side to thai i( 
pnght, if it came from Venice. It was kiiawn 
afterwards that die Captain had been all the ii%ht 
an expectation ; and seeing this vesael anrivih h^ 
retired immediately into the largest of his abip% 
Its if he h^d suspected the truth, and was for patv- 
ting himself in a condition to make a ddfSoem^ In 
jcaae he was betrayed. But it is probable that 
the fear of ruiniiig all, through a teiror wtuch 
might be merely a panic, m^ him deMbaaate 
whether he ought to dedare himasif or not; 
fer the Greowal, who ^d not lose a moment^ haT* 
Wg ii^t to bim two f hpsen men, aad no way 
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pwBOGt^ into tho plfMs^ wb«rD lui wii% am} faiw4 
lUm alone» f»d» accoB t iwg him with an air •« fr^ 
$M PBiia], poniarded him on (h# aoddepi and filing 
biiii into the. «e% without any ono perc«i?ing iff 
I#'AB§^ade and fjorty of his officora w«re aenroi 
•iibor tbo «aino mannari aod with the ^aoie aocrecf t 
la tho mean time, Renault beipg in(errog;aledal 
Venice» anaweiredy that be knew not what they 
meant. They showed him the letter of credit %Q 
Don Pedro, a paaaport in Spanish for all the coun« 
ariea under the obedience of Spain, hille of ei^ 
change for. gniat •wna, and a thoueaiid pietolea be* 
eidee* He aaid that he knew iieither the Spanish 
Mibaseador, nor the goremor of Milan ; and there* 
fefe, if there was any thing amongst his papers le^^ 
kting to diem» it mwt hare been put there by soma 
other peieon ; and as for the bills of exchange^ and tlie 
liietolfii^ they wane al 1 that he was worth in the world* 
They put bun on the torture; but he said nothing 
fsrtbery unless that he was a poor old man, of wortht 
*qasiityt and honour) aud that God would reyeqga 
htm* The rack was brought before him for Be?e* 
nd dayi foUowing, and even a pardou was pro- 
noised him, if he would confess sll that be knew | 
bol to no pniposor And after haying b^en toiB« 
ftaed in all the fiinns at several times, he was at 
last stmngled in prison, and bung up publicly by 
one foot, as a traitor. The lieutenant of the Count 
de Nassau, the three petardeers, Bribe, I^anrence 
Bralaid, and ^e two officem of the arsenal, were 
bung in the same manner, after haying suffered the 
sack with the same constancy; but Brainpleyi 
XheodeiVt and above three hundred oigiceiv wero 
fAly 9ti»iHKf*4 #r 4rowued privately* 
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&1 raccMs of his eottlpiiBBbi}, Blade lottd compfaMs^ 
thai the Goondl of Ten did not keep llieir prbmne 
with him in lavonr of his compttnions. It had 
not been violated, but after matni^ deliberation* 
Nay, several were for having it feltgioasiy obser?^ 
ed ; odiers reraonstimtedy that if the conspiitM^ 
had been made known by Jaffier only, it might 
have been aqnestion ; bat two natives of Daopli^y 
having tdsa revealed it, the Senate were at Ml If « 
berty to act after the same manner asr if Jaffierhad 
Inade no discovery. This advice ciarried, it' being 
snpported by the hcrnvr and pnbfie fngfat, llioiigit 
inany things might have beoi mged- to the coi^ 
trary. Tliey endeavonred to appease Jaffier by itiSt 
Swts of means : they offered him money and em* 
^loymoit ; bnt he refused all, and- inflexibly re* 
quired the lives of his companions, and at last left 
Venice, quite inconsolable for their execution. The 
Senate bearidg this, sent him an order to qtut the 
states belonging to the Republic in three days, at 
the peril of his life, and four thousand sequins^' 
ndllich they forced him to take. 
' The pity JafSkerfi^lt for his companions redone 
bled upon him, as often as he reflected that be had 
been the ^ cause of their death. Having under* 
Mood, as he was trRvelling, that the design agahmi 
Brescia was stiH in a condition to succeed, thi* 
desire of being revenged on the Senate, made hltti - 
fling himself into that town; but he had hardly 
|ot there^ when the Council of Ten having fbuM 
out that a£&dr by the papers of the conspiratM^ 
sent thither some troops, wha took possessioa ^ 
Ifae principal posts, notd put several Spamtvdft 'tai^ 
the sword. Jaffier was taken fighting at ibe^ Umd 
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«f thtiiiy Min « mm vlie mAfrndaio «ett Ur lU 
idriy; md. Mug favoQ|^t hmk (e IT^nias a in» 
dtyv after, Iw «» 4mniad tlia daf foeetadki^ 
hu tiriyal. 

The death of Uiii nnhap]^ man having fall j 
BMtored tvanqniUity to this noble aty, the fint 
oaro of the Senate was to demand another ambaa* 
aador from Madrid. Don Lewis BntTo was accord- 
iilgly lUHninated to that employment, with orders 
to set out immediately ; and the Marquis de Bed* 
nar gave him, aooording to custom, instructions, 
which might be reduced almost to two points* 
The &Bt was, that the new ambassador shoaM 
upon all occasions yehemently bkune the ccmduet 
of his poiedecessor, and affect to follow the con* 
tiary, even in the most indifferent thhigs. The 
other point was, that in all matters he should hare 
to negotiate relating to the rights and pre-eminen** 
oee of the fiepublic, he should make use, instead 
«>f aU other memoirs, of the SquiUinio ddla Liberia 
VmeiOf to whidi the Marquis referred him in sere- 
ral places, in terms which, though modest, discoirer 
auffidently the paternal fondness he had for that libel. 
In the iKanwhile was published, by sound of trum- 
pei» and in writing, throughout all the territories of 
the Republic, a prohibition, under pain of death, to 
impute any ptft of the conspiracy to the King of 
Sfimtf or the Spaniards. Thirty thousand ducata 
wme given to the two natires of Dauptuny, who 
came ftbrn their own country to discover it.' Don 
Pedio, seeing matters ended, disbanded his troops, 
and vestored Yeroelli. The Duke of Ossuna gave 
cOBaidesabla presents to the wife and children of 
the CaptaiB^ when he set them at liberty; aadtho 
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liirqms dft BedJnar bid* fta order from Spsiii f» 
OBiraas first miniBter ia Flaiiden; asd |M»ie 
aftarwvds he reoetred a CardiiudV hel fmn 
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-— <« Qoelb hgteMt iAfabHalifittf que d'arrtelwr n* 
hoiimiti, poor dgg dewemi pkins de fiute «t d'artbitioiy 
hs doux fruits de b terre, qu^t ne tiennent que de U 
liberale Mtiire et de le eueur de lewr fireni ! "•— Tel4 
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jAMCd HoirsLL, ott6 of the most leamed mttf 

a» w^ known, t&at it trcmld h6 dnt (yf pkeeli^i^ 
to introdiice hinr to the teftdef ; And, indeed, bW 
H%f b Ao eteiitftd <uad yaried, fiying im fce did ia 
At iMitKf teipi of Chari^B I. And ittAnf tl[« 
FhMedomltf df OUfet Crotttweff, timt to ^Ve flit 
onilkle df H would fttf «kce«d tb« eoiiftied finllts 
o/ «* iMfodiietoifjr K<^<!6 like the pre«ettt. Snf- 
fiM H t6^ day, itttt he was 1)16 «<hi of a deq^jr- 
■Mfli of CMniiitftbetifibifiB^, wafl boiti tipoii the ti* 
MMil R^]^ui df lihttqjttiktiiiArai, nesf Breukiiuck in 
Walet^ iA»MI the yelil' li96, wius edtEicated at iStm 
jhne Mbool of Hereford^ aetit td Jedmi Cd&eg^^ 
CMbrd) «lii<A h^left alter he took hn Badiefet^* 
D e g r ee Iti l^lft; end m he wba h yotttgei* ^on of 
« iMmteMMM fiinQfj he was dUtged io push hit 
#«ni wvy hi tte WdtM. After a vitfiety of ftd- 
fMilUMe and .ettjdojrtneiiti, hdth flft hdine AUd 
<fciearti hi»aedifl Wdt^eiflber MNMf, «ri wai hmied 



.1 



ISO IKTROBUCTORY VOTLCE. 

on tiie ma& tide of the Temple Chnrchy London, 
where hk monmnent is still to he seen. Hk 
woilcs are rery numerous and Taried ; hut they are 
mostly all forgotton except his familiar letters^ 
entitled ** Epistolae Ho-EUcmae^ ** which appear- 
ed b^re^the Restoration, and whidit as* he says 
himself, (vol. ii. No. 43), contain a sort of l^jend 
of his life. They were published in 1645, and 
^re said to hare been the best . spedmens of Ihal^ 
kind of writing which bad appeared in the £i|^ 
1^ langoage; though Antony Wood maintain^ 
f hat, 68 letters, tiiey are fictitious. 

Amongst the various pieces which Howell tnui#- 
]ated» was the following History of tho Rise and 
Fim of MaaanieUo at Naplesi tmnshted from 
the Italian work, '' Le Revoli^ni di j^Tiyofi,", 
by Alexander Giraffi, an Italian noblemaa, |i«1k 
liahed-at Venice in 1647, the yery year of Xaaft« 
niello's extreordinary career* It will thus besofln^ 
that Howell lived at the rery time that onlerpria^ 
happened. The first edition was published at 
London in 165Q, and n^ia dedicated to the Con« 
pany of Merchants trading in the LoTantt Jlu-* 
ether edition, with an additional Fart, oontainiag 
a History of the Condnsion of the Tnmulti ap* 
peared in 1664, two years before his deaths and 
was. dedicated to the same Company. It may ba 
necessary to obserre, that anodier history of tUa- 
conspiracy was publish^ at London in, 1789> by 
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I Funds IVGdoii Jnn., wbicb, though the author «ay» 
J he coUected it ^< from Authentic Memoin and 
J MannscriptSy " is also a translation of Giraffi^ 
I wherein great nse is made of Howell's translaticm. 
, Midon indeed acknowledges this; and obserres, 
, that *' that translation is the only thing he had 
, met with in English on the subject. ^ 

The style of Howell is peculiar to himself, qoaanty 
and sometimes pedantic, but forcible^ and abound- 
ing with beautiful allusions. It has been altered and 
abridged in yarions places of the following nanratiTiBy 
in order to make it more inteUigible to the readers 
ot the present day ; but the spirit of the whole has 
been carefully preserved. The title which Howell 
gate to his tianslation, will best explain its contents. 
He terms it, *' An Exact History of the late Re- 
volutions in Naples, and of their Monstrous Suc«> 
eesees, nai to he parattehd by any Ancient or 
Modem History.** 
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TttfS 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

ftlSE AND FALL OF MASANIELLO 

AT 

NAPLES. 



Truth never looked so like a lie. 
As in this modern Historie* 

THE PROEM. ' 

That brave Neapolitan conrser, no less getieront 
thai) undaunted, who for excess of mettle (prane^ 
ing and triumphing in' his own liberty,) would 
not suffer either bit in mouth or saddle on back 
hy any barbarous nation or foe for so many ages : 
He who, in so many warlike assaults sofiilt 
'of martial spirit, by his proud neighing kicked 
down the pnde, and broke the courage of th<§ 
great Hannibal, driving him hack to the banks of 
Carthage after his glorious victories against th« 
Romans, and other nations by him debelled : * > 

• I'roro debellof to conquer, ' 

Him of old 
Thou didst diM, «nd down from heaven cast r 

^ With all his «raiy«—M]f.«oii 
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He who stopped that fomiidable winy of thvee 
bundred thouaend combctanta nnder King QenHH 
ricas the Goth, aft^ be had sacked and bomt 
Rome, forcing him to bid farewell to &ir Italy : 

He who, with a bold tooth, did so irreparably strike 
BelliBardns the Grreek, diat he constrained Inm to 
take counsel of his feet, in a shamefnl flight : 

He that, with a mortal kick, stmck Albomaa th» 
pagan, King of the Longobards, with an innnmer* 
able army, ha?ing had the domioion of Italy amv 
than six hundred years : 

He who triumphed over throe most potent bar- 
barous kings, di Foqtana Kingf of Afric, di Esdi<me 
King of Boeotia and Carthage, and Marchinato King 
of Syria and Persia, taking pleasure to swim in ^m 
blood of two and fortv thousand Saracens, and never 
resting or drawing back his foot till he got frooi 
them all the spoils of that fearful army : 

He who, after three months of dose aiege, 
iki force Henry, tbe Germaa EmperoTy to retont 
shamefully : 

He who, being gamesome and full of heaJ^ 
delighted chiefly to prance among anoM wni 
Urmed men, and to whiten the sands with bii 
tofmp and to trample upon unburied carcasses e 

This braire Neapdiitan comber came tijkmr 
vardiy by misfortune (his ancient lib^y and ii^ 
Hate bcaviery being lost), into the possesaioaof 
ettangen, sometnoes of the Normans, sometiasea 
of tibe Suafians, sometimes of the Freoch, b«t 
^ot without the expense of a world of blood, At 
last he -fell into the hands of the Anagonians, and 
the most renowned Hoose of Austria their suc- 
cessors ; who looked upon him with a gentie look, 
and^whether he was stroked with some inagie 
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hadi €^ tfvrhdiBd irMi iome ^hoImibM rod— h#l«* 
Mhrmi from them ^ bridle into kn month, tke 
(ttuAcHe iip«m his bade, imd willingljr took up the 
Candler tomtriage him «Ter smee. 

' ' Kaples, for ^e speee of 200 yeam, eenred thff 
House of AnstriA with gratknde and fidelity. Sho 
moeenMd Alphomo I. with a Tolontary imposMoii 
of ten carlines * upon every fire throughout the 
whole kingdom forever. She added five carltnes 
more to Ferdinand ; and so by degrees it mounted 
«# sixty-siK earihMs, which i^ pays to this day, 
[1647 J, being three millions of gold yearly. 
• Afterwards, even with more readiness, she sup* 
]»Hed Charles V. in ten donatives with five miiliensi 
Philip II. with thirty, in three-and-thirty donatives^ 
and MHip IIL and IV., from the year 1638 to 
this day, with one hundred miHi<ms and morew 
¥ei m order to raiise those large subsidies, it was 
finind necessary to impose many taxes and gabels 
Upon all necessary commodities. 
' Pursuing- the same aHeetion towards her King 
iOid beittg desir ons to present him with a new 
^ionfltllve, without regard to her own strength, in 
1646, a new design was formed to put a fresh 
gabel wpon fhtils, which compr^nded all sorts^ 
aa w^ dry as green, such as mulberries, grapes^ 
tgiti ifipleB, pears, &c. deprinng her of her ordi- 
nary vmriment. By middng her thus live ser 
>6n months continually, she fell down at last flat 
npon the ground by mere weakness ; and then feeh 
i^ her deplorable state, and that of the whole 

.^' • A eafiifte if, ok rsthsr was, s coin squinUent to about 



ktBgdoiOy she tmk a new resokicloii (o dMmidM 
lierself aot only of thi«, but of aU other inM^ 
PQfUMe. exactions) fonawly imposed ; aad tbia fh^ 
did not without, w^l-grqanded reaaoiMu For it iai 
clear that there is engraven in the breaata of all 
■dfen by Nature a detesQition of slav^, and un- 
wilUngly therefore do they put their necks into the 
yoke of another, especially when exorbitant ezac-^ 
tionaare imposed whereby they are reduced to «x^ 
treme fits of desperateness. Ad extremum naaU 
pepuli exitmrn, cum exirenta anera iis impammiurA 
JPeople nm to extreme ruin, when extreme burdena 
are laid upon them, — as Tacitus truly taught. 
„ Hence it came to pass, in the royal city of 
Naples, that a multitude of the common pee* 
pJe, with their families, iMnng, among other gabi^y 
much aggrieved by that upon fruits, and not 
J^ing able to endure it, made it often known 
ito the most excellent Lord, the Duke of Arcoe^ 
jriceroy of that kingdom, by the public cries and 
lamentations of women and children : and the mea 
of Lavinaro, and other pc^ulous quarters, as he 
passed through tlie market-place to the devotioa 
i»f the most holy mother of Carmine, in the church 
^f the Carmelites, situated along the said mari&et, 
petitioned him by the means of the most emineiit 
.Cardinal Filomarino, the Archbishop, and othera, 
to take off the said gabel. At last upon a Sun* 
day,, as his Excellency went to the said church, 
)ie heard a great noise among the people^ and little 
less than threatenings, presages of the following 
commotions ; and promising to take off. the said 
gabel, he returned with such apprehensions of fear 
to .Uie palace, that he not only went no mdnf to 
the Carmine, but would not suffer (he wltmtkfM^ 
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9f & Mm Btfim t» Im wMmUi , vAiidk ^ww 
4l0ii« yevilf ia Ni9>]«% ia order to pimsnt vaA 
fk. multimii^ of people to.Mie»blo ia one pkoa. 

In (bo i4toiisi» 1^ pooplo, muoh gnudbtiagad 
Marmfuiag tbnl tbepramiMd gnoa -•»• dek)r«d» 
«#( fifio QUO uighl to a btmcoi of powder ia t\m 
Hiorkat^plmsct, wbiidi bamed down (ho tolUhooM 
vboro tbo Mid gabel was exacted ; aad from d«f 
jt% daf moat piiajgeat and bittor unreetires, foil <tf 
iwpalar 9ria?aa«eB and of fieiy protoata agunat tha 
psMic oiiioefa* ware ixad ap ia tba moat piiUia 
placea of tbe city. This boldooss increaaad aftar^ 
wai^ S aod mlh thia faddnBaa came tbe report of 
aafi^lota ancreia in the reyekitiooa of Pdeme^ 
and a fnaat part of Sktly, Maa»na ezeepted, tbe 
vjaeroy of wbkh kiofdom, tbe meet excelWat Lord 
ibe Maffqaia of Veks, bad takea off or BUKlevated 
laany gabela* aod afterwarda bad given a geneial 
peidoa for all meeaaea* 

Tba peo|^ of Napleai beii^ allored and en* 
eooraged by tbia example of a netghboariag ktng^ 
doai» grew very envietta to attain tbe aame free* 
4om> aayuigy ^' Wbet? Are we leu tbaa Palea- 
mo ? Ate not oar people^ if tbey miite» move 
formidable and warlike ? Haye not we more 
reaaoni being more burdened and oppressed ? 00| 
on to arma ! Time is predk^os ; it is not good to 
delay the enterprise." These, and like complainta^ 
becoming more pablic^ the Viceroy, in high wis- 
dom, being desirous to prevent mischief, caosed 
tbe six quarters or precincts of the city to assem- 
ble, via. the fifth part of the gentry, and tbe sixth 
of the people, that some meana might be dene* 
ed to take off die tax upon fruits. But this design, 
tboi^h it waa pleasing to all for the aatisiiMStion 
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of the people^ becaue il was pnjiificiil to mdm 
Kftf the fannera there were secret ways found out 
to hinder its happy effects. The Yioeroyy theref<M«» 
Iras indaeed to repair die toll-house ; which he 
did, howeTOTy with a view to the ultimate adoption 
«f some temperate way which would satisfy the die* 
contented people on the one side, andtheNeapolitaa 
nobles, gentry, and merchants on the other; the lafe> 
ier haying adyanced upon the said gabel above six 
hundred thousand crowns up<m the account of llie 
capital million, and eighty-fiye thousand crowns of 
annual rent. 

. It was now rumoured abroad that some new tax 
was to be put upon com and wine ; on which ao^ 
count the enraged people protested that they would 
never give way thereunto ; but reiterated their de^ 
mands to have the gabel upon fruit quite taken 
ftSf and. no other put on in compensation of it. 
As matters were in this state* b^old an occasiou 
did sudd^ly present itself which made way for 
•the total execution of the desired purpose, as it 
ahaS be clearly declared from day to d^y, and that 
>witfa as much fid^ity and truth as any pen eau 
{KMsibly promise upon this subject. 
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THE FIRST DAY. 

< 

Sunday y Itk Jidy 1647. 

A yoang man about twenty-four years of age, 
chanced to be in a comer of the ^eat market-place 
Bt Naples, in appearance active and pleasant, of 
the middle stature, black eyed, rather lean than fat, 
having a small tuft of hair, on bis chin. He wort 
linen slops or trowsers, a blue waistcoat, ai\d a 
sailor's cap ; his legs bare below the knees, and 
without shoes. Yet he had a good countenancei 
and was sufficiently bold and enteiprising, a9 the 
result will prove. His profession was to «ngle 
fish with a rod, hook, and line, as also to buy ^h, 
and to carry and retail them to those that dwelt 
in his quarter. Such men are called in Naplea 
JPescivendolu His name was Tomaso Aniello* 
of Amalfi, but he was commonly called, by con-; 
traction, Masaniello. This man dwelt in the 
market-place ; and under the window of his house, 
towards the left of a neighbouring well or foun- 
tain, were the arms and name of Charles V., being 
Tery ancient, which might be ascribed to a mys* 
terious presage that he should renew and re- 
store,^ as he himself would often very pleasant- 
ly observe, the privileges which that unconqnered 
monarch granted to the city and people of Naples, 
It is a remarkable circumstance, that about a hun« 
dred years before, in the month of May 1547, as 

* The word litenlly signifies a ring. 
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John Antonio relates in his History of Na[^68y 
when there was a commotion in the govem- 
ment of Dqn Pero de Toledo, on account of the 
trilranal of the Holy Inquisition which Philip II. 
would hare inlrodticedy another Masaniello, a 
Sorrentine, and captain of some buiditti, was the 
leader of thM tumult. But because the nobility- 
were then joined with the people, that insurrec- 
tion Was Aot yery hurtful, nor lasted long. And 
If ttich an union had now been, so much ruin had 
Mt befallen both King and people ; for What great- 
ly contagion can there be in a city, than distmioii 
between its inhabitants ? 

This Masaniello, from a kind of natilral pene- 
tration, having observed the inurmurings up and 
down the city, laid hold of the following ocGa- 
riont — One day (which was four days before the 
holy festival of Corpus Domini) oe went rm 
angry towards his house, and, passing a chiutn 
whsre a fkmous bandit captain, named Perone^ 
had fled fat refuge, with one of his companioM, 
he Was a^ked by them what was the matter? fie 
answered in great wrath, ** 1 will be haneed if I 
io not attempt to set this city right. lliey 
laughed at his words, saying, ** A proper peiaon 
you are to right the city of Naples f ** Masanidlo 
filled, ^* Do not laugh ; I swear bv God, if I had 
two or three of my humour, yon should see wliat 
I could do.*' << What would jwk do?" adced 
they. He answered, " Will you join me ? '^ ** Why 
not,'' said they. " Pledge me, then, yonr iaitli»'' 
replied Massaniello, ^* and you shall see what we 
have to do.** They instantly pledged their MA 
to him, and he departeds 

But he had not been long at hone beibre he 
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«M wilii fnA pwvot^ikfai ior wme #f ifc* «^ 
ficen of the customs hsving aocidentlf bwiUi 
irife in the sti«et» as she wm carrying; a einaU 
<|Baiitityr of eomterband flour in hn eproa* thef 
)mid hold on her, md hmded her to priwn ; endy 
irtthost haviag the least re^Brd to the tears mmi 
antfeaties of her faueband, wmdd not let her g»v 
liH he had sold all his gpeod% to pay a 4iae of an 
knndred daealBy which was the price they had aei 
4M her liberty. This bathareas exiertiaii atnrak 
ao deep into the heart of the yoang nan, arfao wm 
iMtandly cbolenc, ibat he immedtatelf aseditalai 
aipoB the means of heing rerengtd ; and eonsidetw 
ia^ hvw the people were enraged hy thegahei up* 
4tt innty lie made nee of that pretence, and ran* 
mag np and down wnong the f mit'eiMps lliat wens 
hk that qnarter, c— phiined lamtty of the craclBy 
^ the UKf and coigii^d ihem to come in a^hodf 
la the anrkeH»lace, and there dadaie pmblieif la 
tha iMHttitry ihiileraa) that it was in fain for tina 
:1a bong ineir iratt to maricat, ler they wanldnot 
k9j one basinet tffl the grfwl was taken ofc 

la the meaatime^ while this disaatisisotieBapvead 
ikronghoat the ahaps, the efefl^ or chief nagiatiatai 
Afldma Aaacieiio^faanagbeen ch o pan that Teryday^ 
jhetook hiaiaelf tothe mariaet-plaoe^ "where the i«d» 
mm frnita weee diairihaled ta the shop^ioBepeia. 
They all cried ont to him that ihey wonld buy -no 
more gabelled fruit ; bnt Anaderio persuaded them 
at that time to pay the tax, with the assaninoa 
that it would be speedily taken off. This promise 
49ai»ed the tumult to cease at that time, tod Mas* 
aaiello, seeing that nothing fardier was done, went 
np and down, exclaiming, Avtmt Gdbd ! A»mU 
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GoM I for which some laughed at hhn, bat othen 
considered well bis words. 

< ' About this time a great number of boys had 
gathered together in the market-place, and Maa- 
aniello approaching them said, '* Say as I do; 
two tomeses, that is, a bajocco for a measure 
of oil, six and thirty ounces the loaf of bread, 
twenty-two the pound of cheese, six granas for 
beef, six granas for pulse, nine granas for veal, 
two granas the pint of wine." * These words he 
made them repeat yarious times ; and being thus 
taught, and bearing them in memory, they cried 
them up and down all the city, and even in the face 
of the Viceroy. He gave them, however, another 
lesson, which was, ^* Viva Dio I viva la Mctdoip- 
na del Carmine / viva U Papa / viva il Re di 
Spoffna / e la prassa f e muoia f muoia il mai 
ff&vefiio!" \ These and similar phrases being 
taught by Masaniello to the boys, they cried 
them up and down, which caused much laughter 
and jeering at their master. But he told them, 
^' You laugh at me now : you shall soon see what 
Masaniello can do : let me alone, and if I do not 
free you from slavery, let me be held'infomona for 
ever. " This increased their laughter; but regard- 
less of ity he began to enlist such a number of 
boys, betwixt the ages of sixteen and seventeen, 

* There were uWer or copper coins current in Naples 
at the time. A bajocco, or bajocoa, was a copper coin, 
ten of which made a jtUioy and one hundred a Roman 
crown. 

f <« Let God live ! let the Lady of Carmine live! let 
the Holy Father live! let the King of Spain live! let 
there be plenty ! may the ill government die ! may the 
accursed government die ! " 
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that they came to be above 500, and at last 2000» 
insomuch that he could not only muster a com«« 
paiiy> but even a whole regiment. He then pre* 
pared himself for the approaching festival of our 
Lady of Carmine, making himself commander of 
his troops, and giving to every boy a little cane. - 
. Among other things during this festival, it was 
a custom to observe a certain ceremony, which' 
was, that a sort of castle or tower of wood waa 
erected in the midst of the great market-place, and- 
a company of boys, who represented the Ti^ks, 
used to defend it, whilst another set of lads pelted 
and battered it with sticks and fruit; aad this 
draw together a great concourse of people ; but it 
seldom ended without quarrelling and bloodshed. '* 
^ On this occasion, there were assembled a vast 
multitude of people of the meaner sort; and* 
although the hour was come when fruits were 
generally brought to the market to be taxed, 
and the boys were all met for the purpose' of 
picking, up such as fell upon the streets, it chanc-^ 
ed that no fruit appeared at all ; for the shop- 
keepers had resisted the payment of the ga-- 
be]> telling, the fruit-merchants that they might 
pay it themselves if they pleased, but as for them 
they would pay none. This caused an alterca-- 
tion, which proceeded from words to Uows, and 
which being told to Zuffia Grassiero, governor of 
the city, he ordered Andrea Anaclerio to quell 
the commotion. This, Anaclerio in vain attempt- 
ed to do, for both the fruiterers and the retail 
sellera were firm and obstinate in their quarrel ; 
and not to displease the latter, he decided against 
the fruiterers (most of whom were from the city 
of Pnszuolo), reviling them with words, threaten- 



iw Uk fantioHio- IbcMi And to CMidomi dwni to 
tb»gBlky» 

AniOBg those of Piunoloy th«re lHi|>|Mtted to 
bo a comiA of MaflMueUo, who, aecordiiig to tlio 
isstroeticHH ghren faun, began moce than anj ta 
excito the people. Seeing that ho coold aoQ 
hn fruit only at a low prieo, and, after payiQg 
the gabely have haidly any thug kil, he flaw iata 
a rage^ and,, throwing two hrge boakotB fnlL of imat 
uponlliogriMuidyheexdaiaied) "Godgf^eapkn^ 
andtheiUgovenHBoatafaauoel learenotoneoHavr 
fi»r thn froit i let eveiy one take U» " Upon which 
theboyo eageriy lan to gather and eat thefroiit. Mm 
ai this feQ out according to Maeaniptto'a ev^ecla^ 
tion^he raahed iBaaaoagtheia, cryingoiit» Avamtgii^ 
M/ AoantpabeU but Anaelerio inatanlly thraal- 
onod iun with the baalmado and the gaUeysy whwh 
aa eouMperated the people, that they threw igp^ 
applel^ and other frail% with great fiury into hia fim* 
Bnt this attack seemed too little to MnoawieBo» 
who hit the nagislrate on the hceast wUk aatone^ 
and eoeouraged his anny of boys to loUow hioe»> 
aaqi^le^ which they did* Anaderio was accoribnglf 
forced to break through tho creiwd aa tet as popoHia 
la a coaeh ; and reae^ng thochnreb of ^ Ladjiof 
Carmine, he embarked Uiero in a fehKcat Mid thvo 
Maehed the palace in safety, otiwrwiso ho woaki 
have been torn in pieces, ev stoned to death ^ tfaa 
boys. 

Upon this success tho people flocked in g i oat o i 
MMBbefs, as well to the sajd market-place aa olsa* 
wiMiOt «isd began to exchum kttdly agaiaal tbeao Bft* 
tolemble grievances onder which they groaned^ and 
oying out) ** Let the King of Spain hra, bat lol tho 
ne cnw ed goferameat die. ** The tiuirolt atSl in- 



wsmmimm 



VIII. THE RISB AMD VALL OF MASANIBLLO. 

ereftEuig, Masantello being followed by a mullitctde 
of boys and all sorts of loose people, some with 
sticks, others with pikes and partisans taken from 
the tower of the Carmine, he leaped upon the 
highest table which was among the fruiterers, and 
with a lond voice cried, '' Rejoice, dear com* 
panioBs and brothers ; give God thanks, and the 
glorious Virgin of Carmine, that the hour of our 
redemption draws near ; a poor bare*footed fel^ 
)dw, like another Moses who freed the Israelites 
from Pharaoh's rod, shall* in like manner free you 
from all gabels that were ever imposed. A 
fisherman, I mean St Peter, reduced with his 
▼oice from* Satan's slavery to the liberty of Christy 
Rome herself, and with Rome, a world. Now 
another fisherman, who is Masaniello, shall re* 
lease Naples, and with Naples a whole king- 
dom, from the tyranny of gabels. Hencetb^ 
yoa shall shake from off your necks the intoler- 
able yoke of so many grievances, which have 
hitherto depressed yon. Nor to affect this do I 
eare a rxuk to be torn in pieces, and to be dragged 
up and down the kennels and gutters of Napl^. 
Let all the blood in my body be drawn out of these 
yeiiia ; let this head dance from my shoulders by 
the fiital steel, and be ' perched up in this market- 
place upon a pole, I shall die contented and glo- 
rious ; it' will be triumph and honour ^ to m6 to 
think that my blood and life were sacrificed in so 
glorious a conquest, and that I became the saviour 
of my country." 

• Masaiiiello, by' often repeating- this and similar 
harangues, marvelously inflamed the minds of the 
people, who were disponed in their hearts to co- 
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operator wftb him t» tliis effect; mmI aa a ptioof cf 
their ss8tl, they set fire to the faowe next the toD- 
kdfiifle fov friitt, both ef which were baml to the 
rety grotta^f with ril the hecks and aecouit^ whA 
nvMiy of the gocKls bekNigiag te the fansflrs of ^ 
etntoms, which were therein* 
' This hemg done, the common people increned lor 
inch numbers in e^ery street, that the citizene diat 
vp their shops, erery miebeiog astonished at the and* 
den tnmnlt; and many thousanda of the people nnil* 
kig themselTes, went to other quarters of the city, 
where were other gabel-hodses, for fruit, com, ieab, 
ish, salt, wine, oil, cheese, silk, and all other eatahla 
or wearable commodfties, and spared not one of dwnft 
All the writings and books of entrance or isenca 
appertaining to the said gabel, as also all ^te Inr- 
mture, as well of the farmers as others, and all 
^ings that were there in pledge, or otherwise, anoh 
as hangings, churs, arms, great ifiiaatitles of mumm^ 
with other- rich moTeables, were hnrled into a 
gr^gtt fire of straw, and bornt to ashes upon the 
streets. There was one thing rena^able dniiBf 
tlfis plundering and confusion, not one dorat lAad* 
die wi^ the least piece of any thing, bat attww 
dedicated to the fire ; it being the qtuntesseno^ 
as it was said, of their blood, liiey woald sal 
have a jot of any thing preserved from the forf 
of the flames. The mob becoming still more bald 
and courageous, because they foond no 
or obstacle, and the number having ii 
to about 10,000, they made towards the 
o£ the ticeroy, many of them holding leavaa. 
bread upon the tops of stavee and pilros, and ar^ 
ing more loud than erer, '' Let the King of Spaai 
liroi and let the accursed government pmihrf i 
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Tk» €nfk afwf of Masaaidto, Ao^ coDMitag 
of SOOO bo]w» erery one Hftkj^ up kk cane widi 
m pteea «l black ckiih tied on ^e top^ west ftlong 
tii» o l roo li aad eiied oat with d^riorous and krad 
wncmy wfaiek Bu>vcd many to teBdcmeu and 
tears, ^< Have cempaMion npoa tkoee poor soala 
kk Porgatoiyy wiio, aec being able to eBdare the 
homba of fM nany gricTances, seek how they iqaf 
escape : O dear brothers ! join with us ; O sistere 1 
Mp so just, so necessary an enterprise, and so 
profitable for the public good." These doleful 
tonea they whined from one street t4^ another, till 
tkoy cane at last to St James' prison,, which tbey 
violeotly broke open, and, freeing all the prisonen^ 
they admitted tb«m to their society. 

Being now come before the pnlaee, and under 
Ae window of the Vicevoy, the^ began to cry oat 
amaiii, liiat they would not be freed of the Irait^ 
gaAiel oidy, but of all others^ especally that l»d opt- 
on com. The Viceroy came oat to the balcony, 
•ad teld them that the said gabel should bo abo" 
Mabed, and port of tho com gabel also ; but the 
mob bawled stiHl that they would not be relieyad 
in part, tkay would haina the whole taken off» and 
tkcystilicriadoat, ^ May the King of Spain HinaJ 
and the accursed goveniment die ! " A aumbev of 
diem wishing to eater tho paktca to^ notify ualo 
tho Viceroy the reat of their grieyances^ his Ez* 
ceUeaqy eoDMnanded the German and Spanish 
gaardo to safler diem to pass and repass freely : 
but not being heard by them, some resistance was 
by the stdcfieFs, when the mob> with canea 
ebbs only, (a thing incredible to believe,) and 
mMk load cries, effected thmr entrance^ demapding 
ai adi a aca of thoVieaniy. But he hadma^ 
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escape ; and tlie Dutch and Spanish gna^ at the 
gate abandoned their posts, and made off to their 
quarters. The mob then entered the palace, and 
bursting open the hall- door, entered without any 
difficulty, until- they came to the chamber .wh«« 
the Viceroy was hid in a closet, and, though, they 
found the door doubly bolted, yet by force of hal- 
berds and other instruments, they broke it open. 
The Viceroy would have been torn to pieces had 
not the Duke di Castel di Sangro and Don Fenttnt 
Carraciolo previously conveyed him away, and so 
saved him from that mortal blow which was in- 
tended. With a few gentlemen that were about 
him, the Viceroy now resolved to retire into the 
castle, where the Duchess of Arcos had withdrawn 
herself with her ladies, children, and relations ; but, 
understanding that the ladies had taken up the 
draw-bridge, he took a resolution to fly into the 
neighbouring church, dedicated* to St Louis, where 
there was a firiery of Saint Francis of Paola. : In 
order, however, to let the mob know that he was 
willing to enter into their demands, from a window 
he threw small schedules up and down signed by 
himself, and sealed with the King's seal, 'therein 
he absolutely took off the gabel upon fruit, and part 
of that upon com. Biit the mob were far from betiBg 
satisfied ; they made signs with their hands, and 
cried aloud that he must come down and spe^ 
with them face to face, upon which the Viceroy 
wrait down to avoid exasperating them by any 
appearance of distrust. 

In the mean time, that part of the mob who 
mained in the palace inn up and down with 
fury, gutting the rooms everywhere, setting fire lo 
sedans, tables, windows, screens, and other move* 
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dbtacof Take ; j9t tfaey wonM mt meddla (» dm^ 
(a be voaderedi at ia the nudditt ol Mick a tiusuh) 
with the apactmceli of the noit Ettmevt Cardiiiel 
TiimltiQ, who dvdt in the saaiie pidace. 

TJw Viceroy, haviDg come dawa to the rabble^ 
tbaBTT Ikianeif inta a coaeh with two horaeay whick 
wia prorided at a proper pkce to carry him to 
the dkvrck of St Louis ; but no sooner was bo 
peeeeiirod by the mob, than they stopped the 
caaefa, and, opeasng the door, pteseBted two mdced 
awards at bis breast^ aod thseotened that imleaa ha. 
would take ofiF the gid>elB^be woold be put to iOBtaoti . 
death He accordngly prasaised ke wodd do ao if. 
tbey were qaiet ; bat tk» weaikl notserro them na^ 
leea ke caaae oat of the Goeefai, and showed himself to 
the people. This also he did, and then soeae respect 
was shown him ; some kissed hie hands, and feU 
apen their knees, crying out, ^ Meet ezcelleBt Sir,, 
for the leve of. G(od, dishnrden as oaco of these §a^ 
bela^— let us have no more slarery— let as liye. " 
Hia Excellency then confirmed nnto them their ca» 
^^oest, bot meanwhile was devising how to escape 
oat ef their hands ; for althoogh he was bononred hf 
Bugkjf yet he held himself aot safe in such & cmifos** 
ed oaoltitude* In order to divert the moby he threw 
aoaeiig them some bandred zecchins of gold,, which 
ke earned abont witb him lor that parpose^ which 
bad good effect, though many cried oat aload* 
^^ We have no need to be relieved with a littla 
money, bat to be freed from the gahek'^ Bai 
while most of them were greedy to tak^ iq^ the 
gold, hia £xceyency got sale and soond mto the 
eborcky. wkeie be caosed aU the doors to be shnl^ 
those of the monastery also» 

Tka labbk perceiving this, and bMg greatly 
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enraged that the Viceroy had escaped <mt of their 
bands, went straightway to the monastery, and,* 
battering down the first gate, they thought to do 
so with the rest, crying out still to be released, 
from the gabels, and insisting that his Excellency 
would consign them a paper in writing under his 
hand and seal, in which he should promise to do 
so. Fearing that the mob would do farther yio-. 
lence to the monastery, as their numbers still in- 
creased, he opened a window, and desired them 
to be quiet, for he was disposed and ready to sa- 
tisfy them. The incredulous multitude, howerer, 
believing still that they would be deluded, proceed- 
ed to batter down the other gate ; which b^g 
done, they immediately entered the monastery. 
While this violence was going on, Filomarino, 
Archbishop of Naples, being zealous in his pastoral 
charge for the service of God and his church,, en- 
deavoured to appease the people, in order to 
avoid those irrecoverable losses which he saw 
threatening the city, made a sign to them with 
his hand, that they should be peaceable; but 
they replying, that they would have the writ 
for release of the gabels from the Viceroy, espe- 
cially those upon com and fruits, his eminence an- 
swered them, that he would make it his business 
to obtain it, and so going out of his coach, he 
went in person to the second gate of the monas- 
tery, to hinder the pulling of it down by the furi- 
ous rabble. He effected his purpose, for, . out of 
the great reverence they bore to their archbishop* 
the f^ry ceased ; but still they prayed that the ga- 
bels might be abolished. The bishop promised to 
bring them the instrument signed and sealed ; but 
lest the fury should recommence during his ab- 
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sence, lie sent a messenger to the Viceroy, desiring 
bim to send the said instrument. This the Vice- 
roy did, desiring him to deliver it with bis own 
hands to the people. The Bishop having re- 
ceived the said written instrument, entered his 
coach, and showed the charter to all the mob, 
which lie drew after him along Toledo Street, 
every one being anxious to know what it contain- 
ed. But what? The charter was no sooner read 
with a loud voice by the Bishop, but the mob cri- 
ed out again that they were cheated, for that in- 
strument contained only the taking off the fruit- 
gabel, and seven carlines upon wheat ; but they 
would have divers other gabels abolished. The 
Bishop, perceiving that nothing could be done with 
the rabble while in that state of ferment, and hav- 
ing delivered the charter to the chief of the peo- 
ple, retired peaceably to his palace. 

The mob now ran to the great market-place, to 
give notice of the said charter to the rest, who 
were assembled there in still greater numbers; 
but finding that this was but satisfaction in part, 
it was deemed necessary, for the common de- 
fence of the faithful people of Naples, to enroll 
some armed men, to procure a total discharge of ga- 
bels. Returning to the palace, thousands of men 
and boys would again have attempted an entrance 
into the ehurch and monastery of St Louis ; be- 
ing resolved to burst open the doors of that part, 
where divers lords and ladies were, but the Spanish 
soldiers opposed them ; and, in particular, a brave 
captain kept off the rabble with his sword, and the 
soldiers with their muskets, and divers of them 
were killed. In the meanwhile, the ladies had 
time to retire into the Friers' cells, and the Vice- 
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ffof, hf the beip of the Ahbot of the C#nmat» 
•eakd the walls, and got into the noawteiyof 
ihe JeeaitSy whence, putting hiaomlf ia en. oU 
•akn earned hy Spaniards, be was eonvvyed to 
the Cattle of St Eino. 

Afl aeon as it was kaown for oertam that the 
Viceray hnd oscaped from the monastery, the sab* 
h)e aeturaed to the palaoe, resolving to diaarwi oU 
the Spaniards who wms on gnard. Bwt dicy 
cunpoandad, hy deKfcering to them dnuna «Bd 
half pikesy and «U other instmnenaa, their aarards 
and aausiseti excepted. They then went to all the 
other oomts^ and guards daqiersed 19 and down 
the city, whom they immediately attadced and 
j Hs a rmed i .Ibsyn^^ proceeded to the anbvlia of 
Chiagia, to the palace of Don Tiberio de Ganaftb 
Prince of BisjfflWHo» who was ftdd* m aa tor » and 
colonel-general of the battaliea of NaplM defyif 
that gnwt oavatier^ who, 1^ his natnrai aALffityt 
had made himself beloaed by aH Naples. Tkif 
desired that ha woidd be pleased to be their do* 
fender and ioteaeessor -betwixt sham asd tbo Vioo- 
roy for tb total abeUtion of the gaheis, acooidii^ 
to the &7owahle priirileges gimotcd them yptaolly 
by Charlea V. B«t befiwe they gat the F^mm 
af Bisignaao'a answ«r» some of them ma teiowaly 
to the ^aca wham they exacted the fshel of fimst 
at Cfaisgia, sat fire te the house, and tama cwiy 
thing that was ia it, as they had dono ia othir 
places. The mbUe still angmenting ia tiaift p ap a 
loos sabarb» they dinded themselves into two 
nfoadrona, or rather annias. By thia ttiao, Iks 
Prince of Bisignaao came ont oa hersaback* Tkm 
lesser sort of boys pat him in tbo middle, aod lie 
desived them to be oiPderty ; bat they called 4mXf 
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**. Jbst Hi go to take off the gabels. " He was 
coadncted by the palace, and so aloog "to the castle^ 
and thence throagh aU the public places^ till he 
caEmeto the gieat market. The Prince, seeing* 
'the mob wonderfdlly increased to abore fifty thoa^ 
sand persons, endeaFoured to appease them ; and 
to do thi^ the*^more conveniently, he* went to the 
dmvdi of t^e Lady of Carmine ; and being got up 
hi a h%h place, with a emcifix in his hands, he* 
prayed, exhorted, and oonjiired them for the love of 
God, and <tf the most blessed Virgin his patroness^ 
to be quiet « little, promising them^ by oath to ob« 
tain frmn ike Viceroy whai they desired* But 
finding that M this did no good, he waited sdme^ 
tkne in the maiket, ^to have an opportunity of »#» 
getinting with the ringleaders of ike riot, in ord^ to 
awBre them that he would make k hie own task t<l 
pBoetire them^con^lete satiBfactioD. In the mean* 
lame^olAnr'Bear accessions of pec^le coming frem 
Mkeat pavts of the city, they proceeded to break 
cpeniiw prisonBof Santa Maria d- Agnone) St Arch* 
aagelo»«id otban ; the guards ^ which not being 
able: to i»sist» were obliged to yield imd fly. Hie 
gates being thrown open, they made all the prison* 
ea depart^ bwning and consuming to ashes such 
hiaahsiand processes against them ae wore fouml 
tiMre;.tiioiigh8ome>f the mob wera averse to this 
violence, because tluMe prisons had been in former 
times foyal paiaces. At last they wwe dissuaded 
firuaa it^hy the Prince of Bisignano, who stated that 
by- setting ut lUierty foreigBeis, murderers, and 
|hiev«s^' diey would 'draw upon themselves greait 
monvenianees» 

\ Hieyneirt directed Amreoucse toward the degam 
wvbi»rf'nb'' 'X ' ■ • ■ le " • ' . '-Sr-i.. - 
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or tollbonsefor com, with iiB^ggotBon tbor bftdcSytoid 
fire and pitch in their handB ; and the gates beii^ 
wrenched from their hinges, the Prince not being 
ahle to persnade them, though he laboured eamestiy, 
they entered there with such a fiuy, that they spvead 
fire on all sides. Nor were they satisfied till tiiey 
saw all not only bomt, but reduced to ashes ; oora, 
with a great store of household stuff, and a great 
quantity of money, which the ministers of the do-r 
gana had in hook, being either their own, or mcfe* 
posUoy or pawned, were consumed in the fiames* 

After this exploit, they went to the ' Piazza of 
St Lawrence, the Prince still remaining with them 
from a desire to pacify them. HaTing arrived 
there, and entered through the church into tfao 
cloisters |o go up to the steeple-tower to souid 
the great bell, that all men should put themselves 
in arms, an entrance was at ftrst denied tlien 
by some who had fled thither for sanctuary ; .but 
two of whom were presently killed. Now, fioiiie 
of the people began to apprehend divwn fears ; bat 
a l^icilian, who appeared to be rather a deril ia 
human shape, and one of the greatest furies that 
h^U could hold, animated them all to battle. He 
reproached them with their fears ; he jeered their 
cowardice ; but the justice of Hearen found ham. 
out ; for he was killed from the said tower by a 
musket-bullet. 

. The Prince Bisignano, finding himself ezhaoRled 
after so many hours fatigues, and after so maeh 
mischief done to the city, and being weak and 
ffunt by reason of the heat of the season, and Ihb 
own delicate constitution, now sought to.disimgage 
himself from l^his labyrinth of popular tumult By 
a wise stratagemy he distribttted the people into 
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▼arion qnarten of the city, with strict prohibition 
timt they should not sack nor assault any one's 
faoQse : which plot took;, for being thns divided, he 
letired nnperceired to a kinsman's house hard bV. 
wh«««, hJS^ KfnMhed hi. epirita for a while, be 
betook hiBiself about the evening in a close sedan 
ohair into- Castel Nuoyo. 

The report being dispersed abroad of the retire- 
ment of the Prince Bisignano, and the people, 
finding themselves without a head, cried out for 
tiieir leader and conductor Masaniello, who, ac« 
fwpting of that charge, began more than ever by 
sound of dnun to influence the people throughout 
•11 the city and suburbs. It was now thought fit- 
ting that some religious men should go in proces- 
m«m through the city, not only to appease the un- 
bridled people, but to implore Divine help ; which 
hmag done, those offices of the holy church wei^ 
■wch acknowledged by the Viceroy, who sent ef- 
iBctual relation thereof to the Conte d'Ognate^ 
then Catholic ambassador at the court of Rome. 
In* the mean time, the Viceroy and the nobility, 
dreading that the rabble would go to St Lawrence 
lAurch, and seize upon divers things which be- 
koiged to the city, md sound the great bell to 
watiB which hangs in the steeple of that church, 
sent thither some companies of Spaniards well 
armed, as also others, for the guard of the said 
church and cloister of St Lawrence. 

At two o'clock after midnight, the Viceroy re- 
moved ftom St Elmo to Castel Nuovo, which ad- 
jeins the royal palace, there being only a bridge 
between them. There went also thither Cardinal 
Trivultioy with^raany officers and cavaliers; and 
dtbongh it seemed iugh time for them to thbk of 
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dtastising the rebek, yet the Viceroyy Hke a 
prince, restruned his indignation^ and publislie4 
that by next Monday the loaf of bread aliaiild 
weigh 33 ounces 4 grains, whereas before it "was 
scarcely 24 ounces; and that the gabel of Irnit 
should be absolutely taken off. For greater 8m£e%y^ 
howerer, he ordered that additional guards should 
surround the castle. Meanwhile, Uie people did 
not flag a whit in their former fury, baft caoaed the 
bell of our Lady <^ Carmine to ring out thnoe for 
anningt and consequently great companies flodced 
together, and diyided themselves into diveiB qvav- 
ters* Some proceeded to set fire to all the oak- 
houses of Naples, where gabek were exacted, 
with drums beating before them ; others reaeiainii^ 
behind, to prepare arms for the foUowing day, 
plundered the shops for swwds and masketa, lor 
bullet, fire and match. Others went aHUMug tbe 
merchants, who, without any resistance^ fmuaked 
them with all sorts of arms ; and because one SMa- 
ter of a shop would foolishly have made opposi- 
tion by threats, and, which was worse, ^by dis- 
charging a mortar-piece out of a window, winch 
killed one of them, they were so exaspraaled, 
that putting fire to his house, whesein 
divers barrels of powder, eighty-sevm 
were blown up and perished, and forty-four wem 
hurt. To prevent such a disaster in future, Us 
Excellency commanded, that all the powder m 
other places throughout the city should be wetted : 
But the unbridled mob, passing with such aa im- 
perious authority through the streets, began tapat 
an anny in order, and provide all things necessary 
for the business of the following day. 
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THE SECOND DAY. 

Monday y July 8th 1647. 

Tm aedre and formidable preparations made by 
^he nibble the nigbt before bad tbis effect^ tbat al- 
ihongb tbe day bad not yet grown clear, and tbe 
glorious son was not come out of tbe womb of tbe 
-vermiHon mom, yet up and down tbe city notbing 
iras beard but drums and trumpets, and clasbing 
of'artes; nothing seen but colours displayed, choice 
soldiers, burnished swords, cocked muskets, archi- 
buzes, lances, targets : and what was even more al- 
anufng, besidies the citizens themselves, tbe country 
•wains appeared from tbe neighbouring villages 
srmed with ploughshares, pitchforks and shovels, and, 
vanging themselves in a military way for common de- 
fence to plough glebes of flesh, and water them with 
blood ; in fine, tbe women were seen in great 
numbers armed with fire-shovels, and iron-tongs, 
with spits and broaches, and their children with 
Ikfle staveii and canes, encouraging the young men 
to battle. Now, let it be considered what such a 
muUitnde all armed could do, who being inviper- 
«d as it were with blood in their eyes, cried out 
** Lc^the King live I let the King our Lord live I 
let the ill government die ! No gabels I no gabels I 
Liet tbe dogs die, who, being transformed to wolves, 
have devoured tbe fi^sb of innocent lambs ! Let 
theie wasps fly away, which have hitherto sucked 
the sweet honey of tbe bees ! " 

N 2 
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With such like cries proceeding from the bot- 
tom of their throats they rent the very air, and 
were enough to soften the hardest marble» diaw 
tears from the stones^ and sighs from ice ; tiiey 
animated one another, they crowded the streetB, 
guarded the passages, and prepared themselves to 
proidde furniture for the war. Horror, blood and 
' lunazement, reigned in every comer. The keys were 
consigned from Minerva to Mars. Books ware ne- 
glected, studies were abandoned, the bar was soli- 
tary, the chsdrs were silent, the ecclesiastics sang 
Lachrymse,the law ceased, patronages were despned, 
advocates were dumb, the judges were idle, trlbi^ 
nals were shut. The arsenals only were opea; the 
pikes bad got the better of the pen, force of wity bold- 
ness of wisdom : The whole city was inflamed with 
martial fory. The places adjoining the great maricety 
especially Lavinaro, Porta Nolana, Coiivari% Sd- 
laria, the Fiaz of the Elm, were in the utmost com- 
motion, from the dense multitude who resorted 
thither. Orders were given to the inhabitants of the 
Other precincts of Naples, which are thirty-six in 
number, to arm in like manner, under pain of aa 
irremissible burning down of their housssi wtadi 
was punctually performed. There being 
of powder, they went to a house where it 
sold, to buy some ; but the sellers refusing 
out orders from the Viceroy, they xagedt mth 
such a fury, that, throwing fired matches into 
that house, they blew up the powder into the air, 
and with it above sixty persons, as afterwards 1^ 
peered from the number of bodies which lay vany 
days unburied. This happened at Posts .della 
Cidce ; and it caused a shock like an earthqoake 
through all the city ; but they were not a whit Ab- 
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lieMehed at tbe disaster. Going, in greater num- 
bers than before, to the King's powder-honse out of 
the dty, towards Cap de Cfaino, they would have 
idzed that magazine of powder, had they not been 
prevented by tibe labourers, who had pat the said 
powder in water to prevent a similar disaster* 

While the rabble made all these preparations, 
the Viceroy did not relax his wonted prudence to 
acquit himself of his duty, although he had retired 
into Castel Nuoro. He dispersed guards all along 
the castle, and in St Francisco Xaverio's Street, 
to the number of 400. He shut up in the royal 
palace for his own guard 1000 Germans, and 
planted at the gates 800 Spaniards, with 1000 
Italians. He secured Piz^alcone, which lies 
'lri>ov6 the palace, as also the neighbouring streets, 
with good fortifications, making ramparts of fiag- 
gots, and raising other trenches of earth about 
the gates of the old and new palace, and at the 
end of the street looking towards the said pa- 
laces. He likewise commanded a large piece of 
ordnance to be put at the end of every street to- 
wards the Santo Spirito, the monastery of the 
Dominicans, and of the Bifinims ; another againat 
the cross of the palace ; another upon the ascent of 
Santa Lucia; and two before the great gate to- 
wards the middle of the new palace. In the 
meantime the people hearing that another regiment 
of Germans had arrived from Puzzolo by order of 
the Viceroy, they went to meet them, killed part 
who made resistance, and the rest, who willingly 
anrrendered themselves, were made prisoners, and 
led into the city. The same was done to twe 
companies of Italians ; but by order of Masanielle 
Ae latter were released, and armed for the defence^ 
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of the city. The Gennans be sent in deiition IbI» 
the Castle, laden with ail kinds of proyisions. 

It happened upon Monday morning, that the 
Spanish guard, for some insults they had receiTed, 
imprisoned two mean fellows ; and the people, feai^ 
ing they would be executed, rose up and threat^ 
ened, with bowlings and unusual cries, to tear in 
pieces all the Spaniards who were in Naples, if 
those prisoners were not delivered them ; where- 
fore, to avoid such a fate, which would certainly 
have happened^ they were yielded up safe and 
sound. 

That morning, bread of very excellent quality 
and unusual weight was sold, insomuch, that a knif 
of. bread, which was but little more than twenty- 
two ounces, was now thirty-three, and the joy of 
the people may be easily conjectured. Both metr, 
women and children, citizens and strangers, went 
crying up and down the streets, ** Let the King 
of Spain live ! let the most faithful people of 
Naples live ! and let the ill government die ! " 

It now seemed expedient for the Viceroy, to 
despatch by some Lords of the Collateral Council, 
ai^d of the Council of State, a note unto Masantello, 
as head of the mob, wherein he granted as much as 
W|is demanded the day before, which was the taking 
away of all kinds of gabels. But the people woukl 
not be satisfied with this, but sent notice, that they 
would have further contentment, viz. a restitution 
of the privileges granted them.by Kings Ferdinand^ 
and Frederic, and by the Emperor Charles V., all of 
which, by public act, the Viceroy, the Collateral, 
and CouncU of State, with all the nobility, should 
oblige themselves to observe. They insisted farthet , 
that the people should nominate the chief d^k of- 
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the market of the city ; that it skonld pass for a la#» 
that no new gabek in fiitare shonld be imposed^ 
vithont the consent of the Capo Popolo, who 
should be a lord by title, as it was anciently, when 
the Prince of Salerno enjoyed that office ; that he 
also should be named by the people, without any 
dependency, or having any recourse to the vice- 
roys for the future. They scrupled not to demand, 
in addition, that the Castle of Saint Elmo should 
be put into their hands, though they proceeded 
not very far in that proposition. 

His Excellency, perceiving that the mob would 
lend no ear to any reasonable offers of peace, judg- 
ed it expedient to restore to favour the Duke of 
Mataloni, and Don Joseph Caraffa his brother, 
and to solicit their joining with other lords and 
knights, they being favourites of the people, and 
and to go up and down the city with a view to 
restore order and quietness. This^ accordingly, was 
done ; for many lords did ride up and down the 
streets in diviers quarters, in particular the Prince 
of Bisignano, Caraffiii di Bel Nuoto, D Principe 
di Monte Sarchio of tlie house of Avalos, the 
Prince di Satriano Ravaschiere, the Duke di Castel 
di Sangro, Don Ferrante Carraciolo, the Prmce 
della Rocella, the Lord Don^iomedo Cara£b, 
the Lord of Conversano, with other Lords, dwell- 
lag in die piazza of the great market, in which 
time was a great multitude assembled. These Lords 
signified unto the mob, that his Excellency the 
Viceroy was rery ready to give them all satisfac- 
tion ; but it was answered, that they desired no 
more, than that the privileges of King Ferdinand 
shonld be granted to the dty, which were con- 
firmed by Charles V., who, by oath, promised 
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to impose^ no new taxes upon city or kisgdona^ 
either be or his successors, without the consent 
of the Pope; and even being so imposed, they 
should be well regulated, otherwise the city might 
rise up with sword in hand, witbout any mark of 
rebellion, or irreverence to the Prince, for the main- 
tenance of her liberties. Now, since most of the 
gabels ever since, some few of small consequence 
excepted, have been imposed without the consent 
of his Holiness, it was just that they should be all 
taken off, and that the people should have deliver- 
ed up to them the original of the said privilege, 
which was among the archives of the city in the 
church of St Lawrence. Those lords and gentle- 
men understanding this, went back to C^stel Nao- 
vo. to impart all this to the Viceroy, who present- 
ly .convoked • the Collateral Council, with that of 
the State, as also the Sacred Council of Santa 
Cbiara, to consult what answer should be return- 
ed unto the people. 

In the mean time, the Archbishop, ordained 
that the holy sacrament should be openly exposed 
in many churches, and that all persons should be 
invited to implore divine assistance at such aa 
emeigency. The miraculous blood, and the holy 
head of St Genltarro, the glorious protector ef 
Naples, which lie in the dome of the chapel of 
Tesoro, were likewise exposed, and the clergy went 
in solemn procession up and down the city, viz. 
the Dominicans, Franciscans, those of Del Carmine, 
the Augustins, the Jesuits, Capuchins, Teatins, 
and others. 

That day it was debated by the people who 
should be their chief, that by his authority they 
might pr^>are their addireeses to .the Viceroy, anj 
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obtam what they desired ; and as, among those 
who rode ap and down the city, the Lords della 
Rocella were the most eminent, and had their 
palaces in the great market, they made overtures 
to the said Lords, that they would please to em<* 
ploy themselves in behalf of the people, in order 
to obtain the restitution of their Charter to which' 
they consented. For the performance thereof, 
these Lords went to Castel Nuovo, accompanied 
by many people, where his Excellency command* 
ed them to be admitted, the concourse of people 
remaining without all the while, expecting, not 
without much anxiety, an answer from the Viceroy. 
At the same time, and for the same purpose^ 
the Lord Prior was sent for from St Lawrence ; 
and in the belief that the Charter would now 
be found, the multitude which accompanied him 
was so great, it appeared as if both he and hk 
horse were carried on their shoulders. But the 
Lord Prior, knowing that it would be difficult 
to find it, and feigning to withdraw himself upon 
some business, he made off with incredible speedy 
and concealed himself in the church of the holy 
Apostles. This occasioned extraordinary mur* 
muring and discontent among the people, who 
thought themselves baffled and deluded by one 
who they expected would have been their de- 
fender and advocate. Nevertheless, some affirm 
that the Lord Prior, with a view to quiet them, 
did bring them a skin of parchment, pretending 
that it was the original charter of Charles V^ ; 
which being shown to the satrapans and council, 
and found to be a counterfeit, they were so en- 
raged, that had he not fledr they would have put- 
hini to death*. 
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The Duke de Roccellay in the mean while> re- 
tnrned from the Castle to the great maiket-place, 
attended by the gross of the multitude, and car- 
lying with him a copy of the charter desired by 
the people ; but haying heard of the dangerous 
success of the Lord Prior, he dared not say it 
WBA the original, but told them it was a true and 
real copy, as the original could not be found. 
Hereupon it was received at the beginning widi 
some applause ; but being read and found imper* 
feet, it nused a mighty diseontent in the hearts of 
the people, who cried out that they were mocked, 
cozened, and betrayed by the said Duke, as they 
had already been by the Prior ; and falling into a 
n^ortal hatred of all the nobility, they raged a* 
gainst them, threatening them with ruin and re- 
yeuge. Having the said Duke della Roccella in 
their, hands, they clapt him in prison in the mo* 
nastery del Carmine, and appointed the bandito 
Perrone to be his keeper, ti^o himself had for* 
merly been chained in the same church, but was 
s^t at liberty by the people. This man, however, 
being an^ ancient friend and confident of the Duke, 
did manage the business so efiectually widi the 
people, that he obtained the Duke's freedom, 
obliging himself to restore him into their hands 
when demanded ; so the Duke having remained a 
day or two in his palace, retired afterwards to his 
country house. 

There was appointed to be about the person 
of Masaniello, as one of the principal heads of 
the people, a priest named Julio Genovino, who 
had been their Elect during the government of 
the Duke of Ossuna, and was well practised in tbe 
affairs of the courty and who had alwaya«iide«» 
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▼mured to adTanoe the good of the people ; and 
ta him they added for a companion the aforesaid 
famous bandito Perrone. These two being joined 
with Masaniello, drew ont a list of sixty houses 
of ministers and others, who had been connected 
with the fanning of the gabels, and who, having 
enriched themselres, as was given out, with the 
biood of the people, deserved to be made ex- 
amples to fiitare ages, by having their houses and 
goods burnt to the ground ; which was done accord** 
ingly. 

Bat let us proceed more orderly in the relation 
of these mined palaces. The first was that of 
Gieronimo Fetitias, one of the fanners of the com 
gtheif situated in the quarter of Porta Nnovo, near 
the houses of the Lord Mormili. There the peo^ 
pie having flocked with faggots and pitch, and get* 
ting into the house, they threw out of the window 
all kind of household stuff, and all sorts of utensils^ 
with great store of money, chains and bracelets, 
breaking the windows wider for that purpose ; all of 
which were brought to the market-place and hurW 
ed into a great fire, where they were burned to dn^ 
ders, amid huge outcries of the people. 

This first act of the fiery tragedy being ended, 
they went next to the house of Felice Basile, who 
at first had been a poor baker, and carried bread 
up and down the streets of Naples ; but having 
friends at court, by tampering with the gabels, in a 
short time he became very rich. He dwelt near 
the Spirito Santo, where the people having met, 
and plundered his palace from top to bottom, they 
hurled ont at the windows and balconies aU the 
hoBsehold stuff, writings and books, with other 
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lick cariosities. There were twentywtliree gresir 
ttimkB thrown out into the streets, some of Wiiich 
bemg broken open, contained wondroos rich things, 
each as cloth of gold and tissues, with costly em- 
broideries, that dazzled the eyes of the beholders ; 
all of whidi, withe cabinet fiill of peark and other 
]Hecieus stones, were hurled into the derocuriDg' 
element, without saving so much as a rag ; nor 
durst any one take up the value of a pin, unless it 
were to help the throwing of it into the fire. 

These two burnings lasted five hours; after 
which they passed to the palace of Antonio de An-> 
gelis, a counsellor, who had been elect of the peo* 
pie in the time of Monterrey, and who conciuted 
with that viceroy in imposing many new gabek. 
This man being admonished by many 6f his frici&idt 
to secure his goods and his palace firom deatnte^ 
tion, neglected their advice, because the day be- 
fore they had taken down his gate only, femd he* 
imagined that there their fury had terminatedr 
But he redconed without his host: htsunfortuDatif 
destiny blinded him so, and so stopped his eaiSf 
llukt he would not listen to wholesome caution* 
Whereupon the rabble, being come before his faonsej' 
they fuiriously entered, and finding it full of all kinds 
of costly furniture, even to admiration, they pre^ 
sently destined every thing to the fire, leaving mC 
a jot unbumt. That which was most to be pitted 
was, that the pleas, writings, charters, patents, and 
processes of divers poor and rich men, were all 
eoasumed. There was also a library of curious book^* 
(WO coaches, four beautiful horses, and two mnksy^ 
all burnt; and they threw bottles of oil into the fire»' 
to make it bum with more violence. In his pen- 
try, larder-hoose, and kitcheUi lliere were- 
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ppofisioiu^ aad diTera chests of sweetmeftts ; and » 
bo^ haying taken up a small piece of bacon which 
fell by chance, he was nearly torn in pieces by the 
multitude. There were 10,000 crowns in good 
silver burnt,, besides vessels of plate double gilt. 
The fire of this house was so great, that although 
it was in the iiight-time, every corner of the street 
was as clear as if it had been noon-day. 

Thence they ran to. the house of Antonia Mira« 
bella, another counsellor, and a NeapoMtaa cava- 
Uer, who. narrowly esciqped with his life, but of 
whose house they left not one stone upon anotbeiv 
but consecrated all to the voracious flame, which, 
lasted above three hQuns. 

At six o'clock they passed to the palace of An* 
4rea Anaclerio, Elect of the people ; but he had 
-wisely removed his goods the Sunday before, pre- 
saging some violence. In furious disdain, they ap* 
plied fire to the four comers of the house, whieh 
made : a horrible flamOf to the terror of the behold- 
era, which lasted till the sun returned to enlighten 
the following m<Mrn.. 

But while the people consumed with fire the 
houses, goods and wealth, of those public thieves, 
as they termed them, there burnt in the breast ojf 
the Viceroy an ardent desire to put a period to 
such fearful combustions. In order to hasten an 
accommodation, the Collateral Council and Coun- 
cib of State and War, were assembled ; and it was 
resolved, that his Excellency should command fowt 
companies of foot, to reinforce the squadron which 
was already in the castle, while a legal instrument 
was ordered to be printed, wherein an abolition of 
those gabels, and a general pardon, were granted. 
This instrument was ac^rdingly printed and sept 



168 OOMSPIBACISS. 

into the great markety that all peopb bdftoldiag 
it, might return to their homes ; Imt it took no 
effect, becanse the pardon was ccmsidered inaper* 
fecty not specifying so much as the people would 
haFe, and containing divers matt«« subject to litir 
gation. The Viceroy, perceiving ^t the nobility 
were hateful to the people, and therefore unfit to 
quench the fire, but rather to increase it, now pur- 
posed to make use of two of their own prime ad- 
vocates, who were also much esteemed by hink 
These were Andrea Martell<me, and Onosico Pal- 
ma, whom the Viceroy having commanded to come 
onto him, he committed unto their care and prn^ 
dence, and that with a great deal of eaniestnesfl^ 
the appeasing of the people, with laige prmnises 
of remuneration* These men executed what was 
imposed upon them with much alacrity; bat it 
produced no fruit, and having returned to the Vice- 
roy, they said it was impossible to assuage the 
fury of the people, unless he delivered onto than 
the original of the charter granted by Charies V. 
Upon this being fully understood by the Viceroy, 
who, from the beginning, had an ardent desire to 
content the people, especially in this point, he 
caused all diligence to be used, that the said chai^ 
ter should be found out. In order to efiect this, 
he despatched to the Church of San Lorenzo some 
of the nobles, elect of the city, together with Don 
Joseph Maria Caraciolo, a person of great vakrar 
and learning, who, besides his high birth, was a 
most earnest pacificator at all times, especially at 
the present conjuncture, being warmly devoted to 
the service of his King and country. 

In the meantime, Masaniello made it known to 
all the merchants in the name of the people, and 
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corporstiond of the city, that they should instantly 
arm themselves for the service of the people ; and in 
order to enforce his proclamations, a great part of his 
train, partly on horseback and partly on foot, pro- 
ceeded to the various houses demanding arms, which 
were delivered up to them, both by noblemen and 
officers. They thus obtained possession of many 
ihousaads of archibuzes, caibines, muskets, pistols, 
and such like arms ; as* also nine pieces of artillery, 
which one merchiant had in his house, and which 
were given him in pawn from the Court for some 
thousands of ducats. They took also seven ca- 
nons but of a ship, which they assaulted in a new 
galley, all of which they placed at the mouths of 
the. principal streets of the city ; and having under- 
stood that Mazola, a Genoa merchant, had a good 
store of arms, they entered his house, where they 
found 4000 muskets, which were distributed up 
and down' to the populace dwelling in the quarters 
of Santa Maria 11 Parete, then clapped torches to 
Ids house, and consumed it to the foundation. 

The Archbishop seeing that, notwithstanding all 
proflTers of accommodation, the disturbances in- 
creased every hour with more fury, resolved to go 
abroad in procession ; but doubting that it would 
not be agreeable to the people, before he put his 
designs in execution, he requested the Impositors 
of St Paul and of The Apostles to discover how they 
stood affected. These, together with Don Carlo 
de Bologna, and Don Diego de Mendoza, being the 
most eminent of the Secular Priests, both on ac- 
count of their birth and exemplary lives, put them- 
selves into their coaches, and went to the Piazza of 
the great market, to observe the humour of the peo- 

o« 



t70 001!C8FXii:ftCIB8* 

pie, the Kfbop hsTiiig no other aim herM% than the 
eervice and fiatis&ctioa of the city ; yet he waited 
to know their inward inelinations* The nid 
Fathera and Lords having put in strict caoecvtifln 
srhat they had in charge from the Arehbiahi^ 
fonnd true what his Eminence had fotmeriy donlrt- 
ed ; as it was told them by the chiefe of the peo* 
ple» who yet thanked the Archbishop for hia pkras 
aealy that, tonching snch a solemn mid extraordi* 
miry prooessiony they hnmbly advised Us Emiaeaoe 
not to do it, becanse the priests and leligioai 
in those broken times might haply receiye 
xnjnry, which would prejudice the repatatimi of 
the church* They prayed hit Eminence^ how- 
ever, that he would expose in the chnrch the holy 
Host, and order public orisons for forty hours. 

The fiatheiB and gentlemen haying returned to 
the Cardinal Archbishop, related unto him what 
they had proposed* and the answers that were 
made ; whereupon his Eminence, not thinking H 
expedient to put his formto thoughts in executioii 
against the will of a tumultuary people, directed 
the said Impositon, and all hcttds and rectors of 
lurches, as well secular as regular, that the him* 
sed Sacrament should be exposed, and public and 
private prayeiB made, to recommend unto the Di- 
vine Majesty Ae wofnl condition of dty and 
kingdom ; which was punctually performed every 
day until the death of Masaaiello. 

When the Archbishop had despatched thoae 
seasonable orders, it b^ng now night, his Emi- 
nence repaired to Casid NwwOf to cmisult with 
the Viceroy, whether any terms of accommodation 
could be proposed, that might avert the calamities 
that hung over the city, and give some 
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to die enraged mnltitade ; who had been so used 
to fire and craelty, that they seemed to delight in 
each sights and execntions. For the better effect- 
ing of which, this worthy patriot associated with 
him the most iUnstriona the Lord Altieri, Apos- 
totical Nvndo, at that time residing in the king- 
dom. In the evening, divers other lords and ca- 
indieri retired ako to Qtsid Nuovd; as well for 
the safety of their personsi aa to consult with the 
Viceroy, what was most proper to be done in the 
present extremity. 
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THE THIAD 0AY. 

Tuesday, July 9^ 1647. 
■ • 
The minds of the Neapolitan people being now. 
inflamed with rage, and with a determination to 
destroy the houses of all public ministers, parti- 
sans of the royal court, lawyers, and iarmers of the ^ 
gabels ; there were no bounds sufficient to stc^ 
their jnsolence and fury. 

Hence the glorious sun had scarcely appeared in 
the orient to illuminate the city, before the furious 
people ran to the palace of one Valenzano, former- 
ly a yery poor plebeian, and who afterwards, from 
a petty clerk in the Dogana, had become a farmer 
of the gabel, and enriched himself extremely. It 
is incredible what a world of precious goods, both 
for quantity and quality, were found in his house, 
which were all reduced to ashes, except two boxes 
full of gold, found in the cupboard of a window, 
which were taken and deposited in the King's 
bank. 

Hence they passed to the palace of the Duke 
of Caivano, towards the little gate of Santa Chiara, 
where all his writings and public books, — he being 
Secretary of the State — and an infinite store of 
rich moveables and utensils were found, all which 
were burnt in two great fires, and the palace 
levelled with the ground. What rich coaches, 
sedans and couches, with rare vessels of argentry, 
and jewels of all kinds, were consumed in .this 
place ! There were also a great number of curious 
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lectures found here. The profane wete bwat^ but 
aome hoij pieces were sent to divers chnrchesi 
reserving for the fire the frames of them, aldiongk 
they were very gallant and rich) whidi conne 
tfaey observed in all other places. The* heat of 
this fire was so great, that it reached to a monaa* 
tery of nnns, of the order of St Francisco, hidrd by, 
who cried oat that they were all destroyed. It aka 
inclttded a library of books, the leaves whereof 
flew ttp aloft, and the words were legible in the 
air, one of which leaves happened to fall upon the 
ground, which treated of the nobility of the an<- 
cient Dukes of Milan. 

It would be tedious to describe the desolatimi 
and ruin caused by those conflagrations, with the 
quantity and quality of the goods destroyed. It 
may be merely observed, that aU these cruelties 
(termed by the people JuH reverses) were exer- 
cised upon all those who were put down in Ma- 
aaniello's list, as devoted to destruction* Among 
these were the palaces of many of the nobles. 
The owners of many of these mansions, wishing 
to save their property, endeavoured to elude the 
Tigilance of the rioters, by privately c(mveying 
them to various monasteries and convents; but 
MasanieUo havmg notice of this, caused the in- 
mates of these religious houses to deliver them 
up, under the pain of a similar visitation; and, 
not venturing to refuse, they weace consigned to 
the rabble, who immediately threw them into the 
flames. So intent were they on their work of de- 
struction, that some splendid coaches, which were 
discovered concealed with their horses alive, were 
also thrown into the flames, and consumed to 
ashes; 
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The most diligent s^uvh, in the meaiiwhile» 
made for the original charter of- Charles V. in, tfael 
Convent of St Lawrence, where the archives of the^ 
city were kept ; and not finding it there, the peo- 
ple grew more tumultuous than helbre, ordering 
every thing they found to be burnt, among which 
was the picture of the Spanish King, which they 
bad formerly carried about with them, exposed 
under a rich canopy, and exclaiming, << Let the 
King lire ! Let the accursed government die ! ** 
Among the bands which went abroad that day» 
were many women with arquebuses on their shool-; 
ders, like so many amazons. One of theniy well 
dressed and ^handsome, having the royal arms 
upon her head, encircled by a writing in large 
letters, << Long live the King, and the most faith- 
ful people of Naples I "• and having a naked sword 
in her right hand and a poniard in her lefc 
They now declared that they would be masters of 
the Convent and Tower of St Lawrence. This, 
they deminded, because they feared its aitiia« 
tioB ; inasmuch as their head-quarters in the 
mtfket-plaee were exposed to its cannon ; and 
as it was the arsenal of the city, by obtiuning 
possession of it, they could provide themselves 
with arms and amunition. They had, indeed» 
made «d. attempt upon it on Sunday, the first day 
of the insurrection, but being then few in number^ 
they met with a vigorous repulse from some ban- 
ditti who were in the belfry. The casO) howevur, 
was now altered ; 10,000 of them surrounded the 
place, ranged themselves in order of battle, and 
prepared for an assault, by placmg two large pieces 
of eannon before the tower, with the intention of 
battering it down. But the friars soon abandoned 
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die nnonasteiy, leaying behind them only a few 
noyices, some Doblemen, and abont sixty Spaniards/ 
sent on the previous evening to guard the tower, 
and who soon surrendered, on the condiUons thai 
liieir lives should be spared and their doathing 
preserved. Overjoyed at their success, the riot«n 
rushed into the convent, seized all the arms, and 
^hteen pieces of cannon, placed there for the 
aerviee of the city. The former were distributed 
Among the people, and the latter ordered to be 
planted at certain streets, with a sufficient guard* 
MaisanieTlo then commanded the great bell to sound 
to arms ; declaring, at the same time, that.it was not 
for rebeUion, but only that the peojriie should be 
ready to defend their rights and liberties ; and to 
make his intentions the more plausible, he caused 
the standard of Spain, and the ensigns of the city» 
to be displayed from the top of the steeple* About 
this time, having notice by his scouts that some 
Spaniards, quartered in the neighbouring vUlagas^ 
were marchings towards Naples, Masaniello dea« 
patched a paity to meet them, who,, after disana* 
ing them, sent them back to Uieir former statiooai 
vtfhile he proceeded himself, at the head of a con« 
siderable body, to stop the progress of 600 Grer- 
miuis, sent from Capua by the goveni<w of thai 
city to aid the Viceroy. As soon as Masanidlo 
approached, they laid down their arms, and were 
led to Naples, where they were so well treated by 
tbe fisherman, that they went up and down the 
streets exclaiming, " Long live the most faithful 
people of Naples ! ** 

. While the people were thus revenging them- 
selves on their pretended advefsaries, the two on- 
gMial diarteta ^ Ferdimad and Charies Y., which 



176 C^NSPIRACIBS* 

Aey M eanestly d^ired to po«e8s, were idtttoo- 
vered, and brought to the Viceroy by the chief 
Elect of the nobility, and Don Joseph Caisreiolo, 
niio had been indefatigable in tiieir seam^ af* 
terthem. The Viceroy, on this discovery. Bent 
fur the Archbishop, and, delivering them into his 
luds, with a ratification of the privil^;«s tfcerefli 
enttained, desired him to go to the market»plae^ 
and show them to tiie people ; at whidi the Arck^ 
bishop rejoiced greatly, not doubting that he weidd 
bis able to idlay the commotions. 

The Archbishop was received in the maikeUpbee 
Witii the greatest reverence and honour, andpr** 
eeeded to the ehureh of the Lady of Carannei 
amid the applauses of the people. As soon m 
he had entered the church, he e^rhibited the origin 
nal chaitears, which he read with a loud Voic^ nd 
which seemed to be received by all as if witira 
jubilee of contentment. Yet, some rebellioua spi* 
litB who were among them, as if fay the secret ci^ 
dtement of llie de'iil, pretending to suspecr tiie 
Afdbbishop's sincerity, began to cry ou^ ^* WM 
your Eminence also deceive us ? ^' which produeed 
such a movement, as made the Archbishop apipi^ 
hensiveof his mfety. He asked MasanieHo, who 
stood^Eiear him, what was the matter. " Most Enfi* 
nent Sir, " replied Masaniello^ ** the people etill 
pect that this charter is not the true one, and 
yom* Eminence goes about to bi^e us ; but I do imt 
believe it; and I will turn against themin yo«r do- 
fence, or kill myself, knowing'wett how pimetiiaily 
hcmourable your Eminence is. " The Bishop w- 
ewered, ^* My dear son, these privileges imd dnr- 
ten are the very same wlridi Charlea* ¥; subeerib- 
ed, and wUdi the people derire; batift^wder'tiuKi 
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yow BNty be conriaoedy find me en itud^gent vmn 
ami I mil deliTer h to hiniy leaTing it in his hands ; 
end for a sign of the trulh> I witt not stir hence 
^ yea aie satisfied. Yon are my sons as mvck 
ae the nobles ; and as your pastor and father, I 
wemld spill my blood most wilfingly for my peo^ 
pie, ae also for the peace and . qni^eness of osy 
dear covntry. At these words Masaaiello .grew 
▼ery quiet, and with lum the tomaltuons peopkw 
So they sent for Doctor Julio Genorino, a nest 
sagacions man, who knew thoroughly the affairs of 
the city and kingdom by 14^ long experience, be* 
iag eighty years dd, and having been tuaeteeii 
years a prisoner, daring the time of another neiro* 
Ui^a which happened in the government of Os# 
sona. The Archbishop, therefore^ delivered the 
darter t(> this man, thist he might study and re- 
view it, whicfa he did all the night following with 
most exact diligence, daring the whole of which 
time the Bishop remained in the church of Car'^ 
mine. And it was by the disposition of God M^ 
mighty, and the most blessed Viiigpb, that this hap* 
pened ;« for that very night thirty-eix booses of ear 
andiers were to be bumtt 

It happened, howoTer, that while -the charter 
Jias in the hands of GenoTino, a wlosper can 
dffoi^h<mt the maltitude, distmstiag the inten* 
iiins of the Viceroy* Fearing that, if they dia^ 
paved, they woold etiU feel ihe goFomor's wem 
geaaee, and as they conceired that he had. by ae 
jfl»ea9a givea them a sufficient security in pledge 
4of the entire remoTal of the gabek, they siB»l» 
4pfleoasly«xclaimed» that the origuial charter vae 
4f Utile valuer as long aa the Viceroy's latifiealioa 
, . vai^ti» JP 
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WW laiiie and imperfect, and tbat, therefore, aiti« 
cles of capitulation mast be drawn up by some 
of their party, and signed by the Viceroy, and 
die seyeral councils and tribunals of the kiiagdoni. 
The Archbishop, astonished at this new deanand, 
could only say, that he would send to the Vke* 
toy, and ascertain his pleasure thereinr AoeiMd* 
ingly, the prelate sent some of his atteiid»ita to 
the Viceroy, infoilning him of the new d^Dsaiid *, 
who, prudently concluding that it was of do vne to 
employ force, sent a letter in reply to the Arth* 
bishop, desiring him tp let ** the most faitfaliil 
people know, that whaterer articles they ehoidd 
draw up, would not only be signed, as they de-^ 
sired, but that he would get them ratified as soon 
as possible by the King of Spain. " 

When this was announced to the people, it was 
some time before they could agree among them- 
selves about the person to draw up the said ar- 
tides ; but at length they selected Genovino, and 
commanded that they should be read publicly in 
the market-place on the following morning, be- 
fore they were presented to the Viceroy. It is 
said, that one of the articles proposed was, that 
the Castle of St Elmo should be delivered up to 
the people ; and that Masaniello seemed to ap» 
prove of it, when Genovino stood up, and said, 
*^ that although the people might legally take up 
arms to maintain and defend their rights and pfi* 
viieges, pursuant to the dedsion of Pisanello, and 
several other most learned lawyers in 1547, yet 
they could not insist upon the surrender i>f the 
Castle of St Elmo, without incurring the impal»*> 
tton of rebellion. ** At the word r^MoHy M»- 
saiiielloi who had always protested th«» Ua Bole 
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dmiga was to shake off the oppression of the ga- 
helSf and not his allegiance to the King of Spain, 
desired, that no more might he said about it,* 
for he would rather die than give his consent to a 
demand that would make him pass for a rebel. 
This was no small proof of Genovino's influence 
with the people, which he farther showed, by 
Censing <on6 of his friends, named Ciccio Arpaja, 
who had been formerly condemned to the galleys 
far being concerned in the conspiracy against the 
nobility lender the Duke of Ossuna, to be de- 
dared Ebct of the people, which procured even the 
eossemt of Masaniello* 
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THE FOURTH DAT. 

Wetkiesday, July lOeft 1647. 

The Neapolitan people, not satisfied with ^ 
iDg unto the worlds by outward firing and combtu* 
tions, the extreme disdidn they had taken againat 
the chief authors of the gabels, jstill ruminated 
in the night what further reyenges were to be !»> 
ken in the day. 

Hence it came to pass, that early upon Wed« 
nesday morning, when Aurora had hardly ushoed 
in the sun, Masaniello ordered, that upon pain of 
death the brigade of his Life-guard, in^nnmber 
about 8000 persons, should repair to the palace of 
the Duke of Cairana, to plunder again the said 
Duke, notice having been received that goods of 
far greater value were not yet discovered. There* 
upon, the soldiers, as swift as lightning, went, in 
obedience to Masaniello's command, and re-enter- 
ed the house, where, battering down a door, they 
found two chambers full of the richest tapestry, 
with other costly moveables; then, descending into 
the gardens, they defaced divers marble statues 
and fountains, grubbed up the flowers and trees, 
broke down the balconies, and set fire to eveiy 
thing both in house and garden. 

Other acts of outrage were committed ; women 
and boys brought straw and all sorts of com- 
bustibles to help the flames, crymg, ^ Though 
there is little straw left in the houses, it will hd^ 
to bum the kennels of those dogs who have ioi- 
posed on us the accursed gabels. " Many women 
tMx>ught their infants in their armsi andy pottiDg 
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ligktod torches m their hands, w<ndd make tbem 
throw these into the fire, exclaiming, amid cunes^ 
cjacalations, and prayers, ** These poor infant^ 
aha}! also take vengeance of the thieves for tha 
bread they have taken out of their mouths. May 
the king live ! May the dogs die the death I " 

While the people thus evaporated their high 
discontents against the enemies of the public good^ 
the Lord Bishop continued to negotiate with the 
Viceroy, and in addition to the ancient charters of 
King- Ferdinand and Charles V., confirmed by the 
royal Collateral Council and Council of Stat^ 
holden expressly for that purpose, he also receivr 
ed a general .pardon or indulgence for tl^ people 
of Naples, the tenor whereof was as follows ; 

** Philip by the Grace of God, King, &c. 

^* Don Roderico P. de Leon, Doke of Arcos. 

^^ We, by an everlasting privilege, do grant to tha 
most fftithfnl people of this most faithful city of 
Naples, .that all gabels and impositions be extinot 
and abolished which were laid upon the city of 
Nicies, and the kingdom, from the time of the 
Emperor Charles V. of happy memory, until thi^ 
hour. Moreover, we grant a general pardon for 
any offence whatsoever committed, since the be* 
ginning of this present revolution to this point Qf 
time; as also, for every offence and inquisition 
passed that related to the said revolution. 

« Given in Castel Nuovo, 10th of July 1647. 

<< El Duque db Arcos. 

" DoNATA Coppola, 
Secretary of the Kingdom.'' . 
p2 
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' ThMe diwtm and pririleges hmiog beat 4»* 
Imred to Don Julio GreiMmno on & part of 
Ae people, and the fonner pronoonoed by him 
to be genuine, the bneinesa seemed novr haoiig ht 
40i BO hopefol a pass, that n motion was nwle 
by the Vieeroy for a solemn cayalcata to the 
6hnrch Del Carmine^ nrhere all the nobdity afaoidd 
attend him, that the eapitolations of peace aa%lit 
be pnbliely read, and TeDeumvmgf to give God 
thanks for all Ids goe^ess. Thie being iiilimattid 
to MasanieUo, he consented tiiereni^, yet eon^ 
manded the people to continne yigflant,^ and or* 
dered erery enrolled soldier to haYO hia amw 
leady, and not to stk from his post npon pain of 
death* 

There was now great hope of seeing the An- 
tractions at an end. The rabble, satisfied with the 
vengeance they had taken, and dazzled by the ]pnh 
epect of so many imnranities and prii4feges tlMf 
were on the point of enjoying, abated of their 
fonner fvry, and even sighed after peace. B«ta 
fotal and nnexpocted accident entirely rained thass 
good dispositions, and Idew np the fiamea of db- 
&nd to a greater height than ever. 

At the retf time when the maiket»plae«H *a 
well as the chnrch and convent of Carmine^ 
crowded with an inioite mnltitnde of people, 
aH waited with impatience, to learn the snccean ef 
the negotiation, about 500 banditti, well anme^ 
and mounted, came into the market-place, where 
they were received with demonstrations of joy, 
upon their giving out that they had been sent for 
bv Donumco Perrone, and were come for the aer- 
▼ice of the most feithfnl people. 

As soon as Masani^b saw them, he thaifad 
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thm for Adr good wiM ; aad, UiSag diem to »- 
lighl> appointed tbem diflfereat qnartera of the 
dty, wtim they ihonld expect kiB* farther orden 
afoot; nprnt wSuch, Pennme told hiin» be JQf^(8d 
k Bmck more 'pfi^er to aanga thera a sepamte 
standmg to themselTeSy and by no meaDs to die* 
iiioimt them ; becaoee, bemg on hofaebacky they 
woidd he much readier to assist bim incase of ne- 
cessity. To ^is, Masamello iseplied, that it was 
altogether mmeeessary, and that they would be as 
aerviceshle to- him on foot as on horseback. B«t^ 
Fenrone warmly insisting upon their going monnt- 
edf and in a hoilyy without bemg able to give any 
good reason for it» Masanirilo began to sospecti 
that some dark business was going forward ; and» 
tberefote, peremptorily commanded the banctitti to 
go afoot to llie qnarters he assigned them, and noC 
to stir an indi withoat hk order. He had no 
sooner spoken, dian amnsket was fo«d off; which» 
Masaniello looking npon as the signal of some mis-' 
chief, cried out, ''Treason^ treason! there is aplot on 
foot!** when five mnsiceta were immediately fired 
upon him by oome of the banditti, who had sUd 
themselves among the crowd that sorronnded him ; 
and thongh a ballet or two came so near to him, 
aa to smge his shirt, yet he received not die least 
fanrt. The peo|de, seeing their general alive and 
without harm, cried out one and alU that God, and 
the Lady of Camune, whose medal hong npon bin 
brenrt, had protected Mssaniello ; then fell withoitf 
mercy npon the banAtti^ and having killed thirty 
of diem npon die spot, diey pnrsned the rest into 
the chnich and convent of Cwmine, whither they 
had taken shelter. Her coaM the holiness of Ae 
idaee aecore then fram the pMpk'ft ns^; wks in 



ISA . GONIPIRAsCIBS. 

sa <»i8tMil) turned it into a smne of blood* aad- 
crselty. Notbiag was to be heard on all 8ide% 
hat the puarcing cries of the wounded^ wbo» whyst 
calling for confessors, met with the stroke of death. 
Two of them were slain at the foot of the grei^ 
altar ; and another under the very seat where the 
Archbishop sat^ whither he had fled for safety. la 
short, the whole pavement was covered vnA 
alanghtered bodies ; among whom were Doininioo 
Peronne and Gregorio Peronne, the former having 
\fist hb life for being an acccHnpliee in the coa* 
spiracy, and the latter for being brother to the 
former. Captain Antimo Grasso lost his life ahp^ 
^ving first declared, that the banditti had been 
i^ent by the Duke of Mataloni, and Don Pepe Car 
n^a, his brother, to revenge, by the death of Ma* 
qaniello, the insults he had -received from the iab» 
ble ; that Dominko Perronewas privy to the plot; 
and that several troops more of banditti were to 
come into the city at the close of day, who^ 
£Eivoured by the . night, and the eonfusicm winch 
the death of Maaainello must necessarily create, 
were to fall uuawares upon the pec^le, and eat 
them into pieces. 

, One of the banditti taken alive deored Jiis life 
of Masanielio, and he would discover unto hi9 
more than Grasso had confessed; whidi bjBing 
promised him, provided his discoveriefi proved 
true, he revealed, that the night following, sup* 
posing the loresud five hundred banditti, wexe 
successful, several other troops of horse were to 
second them, and set .fire to certain mine§ under 
the great market- place, when it was fullest of 
people. These mine^ he wd, contained fif^ can* 
tarns of powder, amonuting to fifteen th^maaad 
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poiwdir wUchy brag i^reftd iq> and domi tibrmgli. 
the bowels 1^ the said merk^pkcey would faM^e 
Uown into the air all the people then prasenty willi 
the monastery and church del Carmine, insomoohy 
dwt there would hare perkhed, betides the desvr 
tmctiMi of the hoildii^ holy ttid pre&ne» about 
one hundred and ftfity thousand souls. When th» 
muies had taken effect, the banditti wei^ to die- 
perse up and down, joining with soase of the gen^ 
try whom they had brought over to them, and fdl«( 
lag upon the rest of the conrason peoj^ put all 
to the sword* Upon Ais being understood by M»» 
aaidello, he ordered that, with all poasiU^e diligenes^ 
those subteiranean places should bo aeavehedy a»l 
upon his declaration being found true and real, hm 
gave the prisoner his l^y but with perpetual ba- 
nishment from ihe city and kingdon. The said 
powder being taken vs^ firom ail tiiose places unde» 
grouady did serre the people lor many days, fov 
they had great scarcity thereof. 

The rabble had now put to ^ath 156 baaditii'; 
and hanag dragged thm carcasses through all thu 
streets and kennels of the city, they brought theit 
heads to MasanieBo, who coramaiided themy to» 
gather with those of Perrone and his bnM^hery to 
be fixed upon poles in the middle of the great msa* 
ket-place ; which order was executed accordingly. 
One would think the spilling of so muck blood 
would atone for the greatest inhumaoaityy and diail 
the peoploy aft^ having sacrificed so many lives tf 
their just resentmentSy woukl have stopped here 
and gone no further. But Mssanialloy conndering 
Us work but half completedy so long as the Dnko 
qH Mataloni and Don Pepe Caraffis were not in lua 
poweTy used his utmost endeavours to find out the 
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place that contained them ; whoa word wa» iMro^glift 
hiniy that the kttor was in the church of Sants 
Maria de la Nova, and that the former was^t St 
EfiBm> a church belonging to the Capuchin friars. 
A squadron of armed m&x were immediately dis*- 
{latched to St Eirem, with jorders to brmg the Duke 
alive or dead ; but haying got timely advice by % 
apy, he put on the disguise of a Capuchin fruuv 
and, upon a swift courser, rode off towards Be* 
nevento. The rage of the people was now bent 
against D. Grubeppe Carafia; and four thovsand 
persons, all armed, were sent to the foresaid mo- 
nastery of Santa Maria della Nuova, where he had 
secured himself, as also his brother, Father Gre- 
f^rio Caraflh, Prior de la Rocella, who, aasisted 
by God for his innocence, foretold the approaching 
danger which menaced their destruction. The Prior 
exhorted and conjured his brother that they sfaoald 
betake themselves to a place of great jsecority ; but 
Don Guiseppe, not giving ear to the exhor|ii^<m of 
the Prior, yielded to his Imrd destiny, and remained 
alone in the monastery. The Prior having takea 
leave of him with tears in his eyes, was scarce goae^ 
when the foresaid rabble surprised the place, and 
rushed in with extreme rage, though for a great 
while they could not find him, he being hid ia 
the secretest place of the monastery, whence he 
tried to give notice to the Viceroy of his despe- 
rate condition. Having written a note for this 
purpose, it was sewed betwixt the sole and tha 
shoe of a poor friar, to whom he gave a goo^ te* 
ward to go with it to the Castle. But the bearer 
had scarcely set out before he was stopped, and 
searched from head to foot; and the said note 
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Mag found} they fell upon bim most foriouslyi 
aod chopped off his head. 

Caraffii hereupon lost all hopes of preserving' 
Idmdelf, if he remained in the monastery, and 
therefore resolved to attempt an escape ; but in 
order to do this with less danger^ he put off his 
friar's weeds, and apparelled himself in a secular 
babit. He now leaped out of a window of the 
monastery over against the shop of a silkweaver, 
and going into the next bouse, where a mean wo- 
man dwelt, he hid himself under a bed, praying 
her (with a large promise of reward) to conceal 
him ; but the ill-natured and base woman, pro- 
mising herself a greater reward from the promis- 
cnous crew, delivered him into their bands. Hav- 
ing seized upon him, they dragged him along the 
little piazzo of Ceriglio ; and, notwithstanding that 
he promised twelve thousand crowns in good gold 
if t&ey- would suffer him to escape, and although 
some began to hearken to such a proffer, the 
greater number barbarously cried out, " Kill him, 
kill the traitor ! " at which words, among others 
who slashed him with daggers and stilettos, Mi- 
chel de Sanctis, a young fellow, son to a butcher 
hard by, with a great knife cut off his head. The 
joy of the rabble upon this occasion was as great 
tis if they had taken off the head of the Grand 
Turk, and cut to pieces the whole Ottoman em- 
pire. They fixed the head of Caraffa upon a pike, 
imd bore it in triumph to the market-place, crying 
as tliey went along, ** Thus may all those perish, 
-who are traitors' to the most faithful people ! ** 
The head was now presented to Masaniello, who, 
taking it into one hand, and striking it several 
"times with & cane which he held in the other, 
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made a roeech tp it| wherein he upbraided Cai» 
raffii with the pride and cruelty which he liad 
thown upon aeyeral occasions, as if he had been 
still living ; then commanded it to be put in an 
iron grate, and nailed to a post erected for that 
purpose, without the gate of St Gennaro, fiaucmg 
the Duke of Mataloni's palace, with this inacrip* 
tion underneath-**-^ Don Pepe Can^ Rebel to 
his Country, and Traitor to the Most Faithftil 
People," 

This tragical adventure made different impres- 
sions upon the minds of those who were wit nesse i 
of it. The people beheld it with unspeakaUs 
' pleasure and satisAiction ; bat the noblea wen 
struck with fear and horror* They knew not 
what to think, or what to expect, after anch a 
terrible example made of one of their ordei^ whe 
at other times used to make the whole city, nay 
the very kingdom, tremble at his name. And 
what increased their apprehensions still the moEOb 
was, that siace the discovery of the banditu^s 
plot, the better sort of citizens, who as yet had 
had no hand in the tumult, now rose in arms, and 
joined themselFes to the rabble. 

In the mean time, MasanieUo, from a tribunal 
in the market-place, environed with heada and 
bloody carcasses, was thundering against the nobi* 
lity ; and not satisfied with the desth of Carafl^ 
he issued out a proclamation, whereby he declared 
the Duke of Mataloni an enemy to the most faithfal 
people, and promised a reward of 30,000 crowM^ 
with the ransom of 150 outlaws, for his apprebea. 
sion* Having also grown suspicious since the dia. 
covery of the conspiracy against his person, Ma. 
saniello made no scrapie to believoi that it had 
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been contrived by, or at least carried on with con- 
sent and approlmtion of, the Viceroy ; and there- 
fbroy with a view to reduce him to such straits as 
should at once revenge him, and force the Viceroy 
to accept of whatever conditions he thought fit to 
impose upon him, he commanded that no refresh-^ 
ments or provision should pass into the Castle, 
where he and his Duchess, with the Counsels, 
j's Mmisters, and Officera of State, resided. ** 
He commanded also, because he intended to 
choke them with thirst, as well as to famish them 
with hunger, that all the aqueducts should be cut 
off; and the Viceroy, seeing himself in so scurvy 
a condition, despatched a letter to the Archbishop, 
requesting; that he would make known to the peo- 
ple his sincere intentions towards them, and that 
he was a mere stranger to the praotices of the ban- 
ditti, and their abominable conspiracies ; for proof 
whereof, he assured them that he had used all 
human industry to apprehend those banditti, and 
delirer them to the hands of the people, to do 
with them what they pleased. 
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THE FIFTH BAY. 

I^mrsda^i J^ lUk, 164/7. 

It is well knon^ firan what Pliny and otken af- 
finn^ thai m tie Olympic Games, it oftmr bap^eo- 
•ed thai the jadfes garage priae in douMbl ^a^ 
bats^ not so bixm^ accoitliaDg ta tlie ▼akmr of dn 
eomhatants, as in compliance with the widiea af 
the people ; itad one may ^ery natorally liunl^ 
Masanietto being yoaag and of tery h>w bii^ 
ihbt he obtuoed the traneheoit of geBeiai 
mmtdy not so nradi in reward of his own 
as ^at the empty breath of popdar 'appknaa 
liOTir Mowing strongly in his isvoor. It 
Jkowevelv ^t Masaniello^ ahhoagh a mere' 
abaa^ 4ft ratiier a fishermanV boy, had emgmikf 
enough to uphold the high eommaird wfaiefa ha bad 
assumed. Throughout the whole of the importaitf 
events of the last few days, in which he had been 
ao conspicuously engim;ed,hehad conducted himself 
with so much wisdom and discretion, and with 
such rigorous justice, as to have raised a kind of 
admiration in the minds of all men — and particu- 
larly in that of the Archbishop, who, more than 
any other, had occasion to try his capacity^ iroai 
the 'first day of his reign till the end of his usurp- 
ed dominion. He had unspeakable boldness, which 
seemed wonderful to those present, and will aeam 
incredible to the absent: not the forwardneas ol 
a plebeiaai or of some abject fellow, but tha^ oi 
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some gnaat mmrtM comauMkdw; aad diieniMe, 
irith throats in his looks, terrmr ia his gestunSy 
and revenge in his countenance, he 8iibjugait«< 
ed Naples — Naples, the head of ench a king-* 
dom, the metropoiis ai so many provinces, the 
^neen of so manf cities, the mother of princes, ^o 
Urth-rplace of glonons heroes. 9f the impene* 
trdble judgment ef HjsaTen, this Naples, widi • 
p^psriation of six hvndittd thensaad eoofe, saw bar* 
aelf comaianded by a poor fidberman, who, widna 
a few faoaia, raised an ^nnj of oae hundred and 
fifty thousand men, dug trenches, appointed eentU 
nek, placed spies, reviewed e^adreae, ^eadeamed 
tibha gaitey, c^omforted the feecfnl, eaqsnn^^ed 1^ 
hoidt dneatened the snpected, reproached tha 
cosvaidy a|^»hinded the valiant, proi^Hsed rowanbi 
and annseHoualy indited diose, who wave liy many 
dcy ae s his 'snperion, to halde, to burnings, to 
pfaaider, aad to death. The whoia city, fSA tha 
wmrf Speninrds, etood astonished, that in eb graati 
and so conliised a maldtade of anaed men, ha 
teadd proceed so regidarly in has ordeiB, |i|id that 
I^Mae orden were so punctually observed,*— that 
he shoidd be ao obsenrBut to ladies, so respectfui 
to hoJy church and her officers, solieriiig no out^ 
rag* to be ofiiBred to them, save only in Santa Ma^ 
ria della Nuova while in quest of Carafi&i ; and thal» 
amid each a world of wealth, which was burned up 
aad down, net the vaiue of a pin should be converts 
ad to private use. 

• Many papers having been circulated the prer 
eeding evening, wherein inkKngs were given of 
aane notable desiga against the pe<^le» ^ fint 
•fder puUished by MasameUo, early upon Thun^ 
day mombg^ waa, that all aifiAiihauld go widiaal 
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qloaksy gowns, wide cassocks, or such like, wfaidi 
vaa generally obeyed, not only by the common 
sort, but by all the nobility, churchmen, and reli- 
gions orders ; yea even by the canons and di^i- 
lanes of the cathedral churches, the chaplains oi 
the Ardibishop Filomarino, Cardinal Trivultio, the 
Viceroy, the Apostolical Nuncio, and of all the 
bishops residing then in Naples v And if we give 
credit to . the relation of many, their Eminences 
themselves went without upper garmei^ all the 
while that Masaniello reigned, every one submit* 
ting to him. 

. He commanded also that all women, of what 
degree or , quality . soever they were, should go 
without farthingales, which was also obeyed; and 
that,, when they went abroad, they should tack up 
their petticoats somewhat high, that it might ba 
discerned whether they carried any arms under^ 
neath ; it having been discovered, that under such 
long robes sund^ sorts of arms were brought to 
the banditti, and other enemies of the people. That 
morning, also, all the streets were intrenched, and 
the cannons from the mi^azine of San Lorenzo 
were brought down, set upon carriages, and placed 
in divers parts of the city ; and companies, both o£ 
foot and horse, were dispersed up and down, well 
fumed, to.be able to withstand any force. 

Masaniello also commanded, that all cavaliers 
and noble personages, under pain of death, should 
deliver their arms into the hands of such officen 
as he should comimission ; and that all their ser- 
vants should also give up their weapons for the 
service of the people. This was accordingly d^me* 
although with a very bad grace t for thev plainljr 
perceived the.design.oC this discing, wfaidi was 
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not oraly to render them unable to make any op«> 
poflLtion, biit to expose them to the mercy of the 
fkuious pieople their enemie^. 

That day tbere was also an excise pat upon ail 
eoiahle conuaoditiesy r^;a]atiag at what price diey 
aboiild be sold ; and in sundry places of die cky, 
divers pictures were set up of Charles t(ie £m«- 
peror, and of iiis CtM^lic Majesety Philip IV,, now 
regnant, with the arms of die city of Naples drawn 
vndemeath ; wbidi, when the soldiecs passed, they 
"wwe dijoected to cry out, ^ Let the King of %>8da 
Ut^ and kt the ill government die ! *' 

While the commands of Masaniefio were t|ia8 
pBbliabed and executed every where thronghonli 
tlie tiiy, the Aj%hbkh<^, who from Tuesday 
au>ming had kept himself within die monastery of 
Cariviine, to be acUe to negotiate with Masaniello, 
and the other iieads of the people, did not neglect 
to pobiish a true account of his own and the Vice- 
roy a intentions, in die fervent hope that he would 
be able to appease this high popul^ fury, which 
evrery day, every hour, yea, every moment, in* 
creased with still greater fury. He next sent into the 
Castle the capucMn Filomarino his brother, in or- 
der to induce the Viceroy to give his ass^dt to 
what was demanded, assuring him that the people 
wwre inclined towards peace, and that, therefmy 
U now all depended with his Excellency ; and that, if 
said assent was longer delayed, he could not but 
prognosticate a total and irreparable ruin to both 
city and kingdom* The Viceroy received this 
piessage with great satis&otion ; and, to show hia 
f^aadiness to comply with the wishes of the Arch- 
bishop, he wrote him a very affectionate lettor. 
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whereuif after demeoalnitiBg the mrdent 
which he had for the paUic tranquillity, and wfaich 
indeed the late interruption alone had prevented 
heing felt,, he declared himself willing to he guided 
aolely hy his Eminence ; and in proof of it, that lie 
ifronld ratify whatsoerer his Eminence promwed 
to the people, that no longer delay mig^t take 
place in carrying and i^tuming propositaoiiB and 
answers from one side, to the other. 

The Archlnshop, having received from tiie Yioa» 

soy thia aoiple commission* held a conference witii 

Masaniello and his connseUors. Genovino aoHl 

Arpaja, m the church of Carmine; and/ reading 

nnto thera the Viceroy's letter, with much dexle-^ 

nty and eagerness he. represented onto th^n the 

tenderness of the Viceroy's affection towards the 

people, and his own most ardent desues to give 

them all possible satisfaction. By a redpiacal 

correspondence of affection, and for the nnivenal 

quietness of the people, they honnd themselves to 

conclude the whole business, by consenting to an 

aecoipamodation* On these persuasions, twenty of 

the richest rulers of the people being present in 

^ the church of Carmine, and a great number of the 

more civil sort of the multitude, they all promised to 

his Eminence, by solemn asseverations, thi^ oa his 

account, and to correspond with the regard ef. the 

Viceroy, they were most ready to finish the tumult. 

This being pleasing to the Viceroy, he s«it the 

Archbishop anoth^ letter, recommmidiBg him, 

. with the greatest tenderness, speedily to conclude 

the business, which could permit no longer delay, 

referring to the substance of the letter formeriy 

lent him* , . 

The messenger who brought this letter arrived 
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jmt at the time when the Archbishop was bus^ 
drawing out the articles of agreement ; which, 
being despatched with greater celerity than was 
believed) they were forthwith intrusted to Fa- 
ther Filomarino by his Eminence, and sent to 
the Viceroy, that his Excellence might sign them 
with his own hand ; and it being notified by the 
■aid Father, that the desire of the people was to 
hvre the capitulations legally authorized by public 
act, and sidbscribed not only by the Viceroy^s hand, 
Imt also by the Colkteral Council Royal, together 
with the Council of State, another letter was sent 
in more earnest terms than any of the former, in 
which the Archbishop entreated the Viceroy to 
bring to a conelusion that solemn ceremony, so 
much panted after by the people ; representing unto 
him the imminent dangers that otherwise would 
ensue, and were visibly hanging over the city and 
kingdom, to the disservice of God and the King, 
the holy church, and the citizens. The Duke of 
Arcos read, and maturely weighed the articles 
that were brought him to be signed ; the substance 
of which was, *^ That the people should, from that 
time forward, enjoy all the benefits, privileges, and 
immunities granted to them by the Emperof 
Charles V. and King Ferdinand, according to the 
purport and meaning of the original charters, which 
should hereafter remain in their hands : That all 
excesses and outrages committed from the 7th of 
July, wheur the insurrection began, to the day of 
the date of these articles, should be pardoned by 
a general amnesty : That the Elect, as well as the 
counsellors and deputies of the people, and- othe^ 
inferior officers therein speeifiedy should be chosen 



198 coNspiaAciEd. 

•Fiery six monthty by the commoosi wkh^nt n^ed 
of farther confirmation : TfaffM^ lh^ eaid Elect should 
have as n^any voices as the nobiUty, as it used to 
be before they had been stripped of this privilege 
by Don Fre(jerick» and whi<^ the most Catholic 
Kjag Ferdinand had» in the year IdPS^ pron^ised 
to restore to them : T}i«t the Viceroy 49boial4 cirase 
ihfi said articles to be ratified by l^e ]^iqg pf jSpain^ 
wjtbin three months after tbisk piybKcaHieiQ .; 9mi 
tkat tbey shoul4 be engraved in werMje* Ma4 set 
up in the middle of the g^rent marjke^f Is^ : Tl^ 
tb^ pepple sbould not lay iown the^* anns, tpU 
the said confirmation pf their privileies ; And )ast- 
ly, that iff .case they conJd not ojtem 9uch a ratj^ 
C^Ktion, and the execution pf itho ssjid articles apd 
prinlegefy they might, with ipqpmJ:y» rise in ivws, 
and strive to redrjess themselves, wiihopt being 
^eiemed guilty of retbeUipiD, 0r krereffenco to the 
King of Spain. '* 

Although the Vlcieroy Ipiew WfiU enough thai 
tjbese Incites wonld n^in fouftscppw and ten thpa- 
9^ ptersonsy Qo^cemed m jUhe gabels» and that 
the i](iinister9 heceaftei* |Coiild iiot rajuB^ my ndore 
Sffb(sidie8» yet be sig^P^ed ^>9 with a cheerfnl 
cpnntenance^ and gaye tben) $h» Collateral Comi* 
cil aflid tk» Cpiopcil pf St^$e, fprbp, haviiig signed 
thepn also in their tqjm, \m EJr^cell^pcy retMmed 
fb^m to Father Francisco. 

As soon as the letter and tbe a^bscribed capi* 
tji^l^ipns weicB delivered to Faljiei^ Fypinai^o, and 
brought back by him to 1^ j^i^hop, they were de* 
livered to .:^e people ; and it w^ solemnly appointedi 
^at after the capitnlatioffs had be^ publicly read 
in the chnrpb of Carjnine^ IVIasaKi^ieUo sbprid pro* 
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ceed with the Archbishop to the Castle to speak 
with the Viceroy. 

Abont ten o'clock the same day, it is incredi* 
ble what a multitude of people gathered together 
in the great market-place, besides those that filK 
ed the church del Caj^mine^ near the great altar of 
-which, and under a canopy of state, the Arch- 
bishop was seated, surrounded by Masaniello, ap« 
parelled in cloth of silver, and his counsellors Don 
Julio Genovino, and Don Francisco Antonio Ar-* 
paja, Elects of the people. . The capitulation 
'waB now read by a Public Notary, and being* 
landerstood by the people, it was received with 
inexpressible joy and applause ; upon which Geno« 
vino went up into the pulpit, and, with a loud 
voice, said these words : " My people, these are 
the things which you have so long desired, and 
endeavoured to procure ever since the government 
ef the Duke of Ossuna, yet they could never be 
had ; but by God's special grace and our Lady, 
the blessed Virgin of Carmine, we have now obtain- 
ed them. Let us rejoice for so high and signal a; 
blessing, let us triumph for so glorious a victory, 
let us ^ve Heaven dne thanks for so dear a trophy ; 
thundering upon this blessed occasion Te Deum I" 
Beginning the hymn himself, he came down from 
the pulpit, and the music was continued by two 
choirs, accompanied by the deep sound of organs, 
and the sweet quaverings of divers musical instm- 
ments, which filled with such a jubilee and joy the 
hearts of all people, that many of the spectatora 
wept from excess of contentment. 

The ceremony being concluded, the Bishop pre«* 
pafed himself to accompany Masaniello with his 
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cavalcade more splendid^ and of gneater nang^ 
aificenee and deconun, Mamuello conunanded 
that idl maatera of fiftmiliea should de oocate thaii 
wiodowff) walk and balconieii, vilh the richest ailk 
pecea and tapettriea (hey po9sa«aed; and timik 
caro abould be taken to hare all the streets deww 
ly swept which lead to the Castle. This ordiar vas 
no sooner given than executed hf all sorts of per* 
BonSi nobles, caraUens, ecclesiastu^ merchantsi cin 
ti««is and artisans. One gentleman only diadaimad 
to obey the commands of snch a base fellow ; fana 
being persuaded by a discreet friend to con£onB« anui 
not contest with ao powerful and popular a nna^ 
painting out to him the examples of the Sftaaisli 
gande^, he conqdied with the time, and aa 
became a conqiienor, as it were, of the furv of. Ma- 
asoiejyb, from whom, by his disohedienoa, he wmM 
have undonfotedly broaght fiiB and min upon ium-* 
adf. 

Masaniello presently despatched a capt^ of hja 
to the Castle, to acquaint the Viceroy of his inteiiN 
tion to c(Mifer with him, dpsiring to Imow his plea- 
9ure theroin. The VLcerdy pretended to like the 
message and die visit ; therefore, he answered that 
he might cenaa when he thought pH>4f for ha 
would gladly see him. 

Masaniello, on the pemnasion of the AfcbbidMsii^ 
having throsm off his mariner s dness, which waa 
no other but a shirt, a waistcoat, and linen |MJr 
of breeches, had jclad himself with eloth of wAwmt 
with a towering plume of white featheia in hii 
hat, and a naked sword in his hand, and, noount* 
ad. on horseback, he n^ar ^ode townrda ijas CSaatla* 



VIII. THB RISB AKB FALt OT MASANIELLO. 199 

li# wmit befiyre iSke Ardibishop't Mubi Utoidcid 
l^ 50,000 Iff tfaM^ dioiceflt erf ^ p^plo^ whereof 
Mriie wete on foot, iMnne on korsebedL On the 
fight md^ of the Arefaliisbop'B coach rode MatiBO 
d'AniaiiAii, the hither of MasameUo, dad in a 
coat of gokl, vtiA a rich iword and dagger; and 
upon the }eft rode the new Elect of the people^ 
F^ciMO Antonio Arpajii; and imi^ediately nettr 
tAe coach came in a e<dttt the prhne CoilnieUor 
ol the people, Don Jidio Genovina. As the ca^ 
▼alcade advanced, the crowds of people increased, 
of all Ages, seies, and oecnpations, wherewith aU 
the streets were thronged. Acclamations and ap- 
plfttnes rent the air, and every one rejoiced for the 
different state Of plenty and freedonti which they 
were likely to have, ^om that condition of penury 
and sabjection into which they w^re formerly 
{plmgi^. The <;ry was in every comer, ** Let th6 
Kittg of 8|»am lire f Kre Cardinal Filomarino I let 
dm most fidthfal people of Naples Kve I " With 
sneh ac<ilaniationa they entered the Castle^ wheio, 
before the Fountain Medina, there went up to 
meet Masaniello, in the Vic^oy's name, the cap^ 
tabs of his guard on horseback, but without aTm^ 
sahiting him fai the name of bis master, asid giving 
idn welcome to the palace^ wbene his Excellence 
expected him with much desire. Masaniello r^ 
tamed him the salute ; and it was observed, thoug& 
not with as much courtesy, yet witb as much gra*> 
vity and fetv words ; which beti^doUe, Masaniello 
atqiped and made signs to the people to go no 
lartiber, there being ^,000 people already enter^ 
ed ; and it was admirable to see how immoveable 
ihey all stood^ and with whit inerediUo Mfonee. 
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Tlieii Manmello* dismoiiiited, and began to speik 
in a loud, yet gentle tone, as followeth : 

*< My dear companions and conntrymen, let xa 
give Goid thanks, with eternal sounds of jubflee, that 
we have recovered our former Hbertyl Who would 
Jlare thought our efforts would have been bo suc- 
cessful ? They seem dreams or fables, yet yon aee 
they are truths and reality. Let infinite thanks be 
given to Heaven, and to the most blessed Virgia 
of Carmine, and to the paternal benignity of the 
most reverend Archbishop, our shepherd. Wei), 
my countrymen, who are our masters ? Answer 
with me, God. ** The people answered acootd* 
ingly, and with ready echoes took the sound from 
their general, Masaniello. This being done, he 
took from his bosom the charters of King Ferdinand, 
and of Charles the Emperor, with the new privi* 
leges confirmed by the Viceroy, by the Collateral 
Council, and Council of State ; and with a louder 
Voice than before, redoubling his words, he swd, 
** Now are we exempted and free from all gab^k; 
we are eased of so many weights ; impositioiiB are 
taken away and extinguished: now is restored 
that dear liberty in which rests the happy meinones 
of King Ferdinand, and of Charles the Empeier. 
I for myself desire not any thing ; I wish noiiniig 
but public good. The most reverend Archbishop 
knows well my intentions, which I have told fana 
often, and confirmed by oaths. He will answer for 
my disinterestedness, in having refused 200 crowni 
a month out of his own purse which he offered me 
during life, if I would be an instrument to accem- 
modate all things ; but I always, though with many 
thanks, refused that offer. Moreover, if I had 
not been tied by the strong tie of a promise to 
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1^9 EpaineQce, and terrified bv the thttnder of exf 
communication) I would not nave apparelled my- 
self as yon see me ; I would never have shaken off 
my mariners dress; for I was bom such, siicb 
I lived, and such I mean to die. After fishing up 
public liberty in the tempestuous sea of this afflicted 
cityi I will return to my hook and line, not reserv- 
ing to myself so much as a nail for my own dwelling. 
I desire no more of you but that> when I am dead, 
you will every one say an Ave Maria for me ; do 
you promise me this ? " '' Yes, yes, " every one an- 
swered, '* we wUl do it for you, but let it be an hundred 
years hence.'^' Masaniello replied, ** I thank you. 
Let me now desire yon not to lay down your arpas 
till a confirmation come from Spain of all the prif 
vileges from our liege lord the King. Trust not the 
nobility, for they are traitors,, and our enemies. I go 
to. negotiate with the Viceroy, and within an hour 
you shall see me again, or at least to-morrow 
morning ; but if to-morrow I be not with you, put 
to fire and sword the whole city. Do not you 
pass your words imto me to do so? and why not? '* 
— ** Yes, that we will, " they answered all reso- 
lutely ; " you may be sure of that," — " Well, well,*' 
replied Masaniello, ** though what hath liitberto 
passed hath not much pleased the Viceroy, yet his 
3iajesty will find that he hath not lost any thing ; 
only some of the nobility, our enemies, have lost 
by it, and must return to their former be^^ary ! 
Kavenous wolves, who bought and sold our blood, 
never regarding the glory of God, the service of 
Jiis Majesty, or the common good of city an^l 
kingdom ! Now, the temples of the Spanish mo- 
narch shall be adorned with die most preciouis 
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erawn ihtx ever iie bore upon his head; fsr dui 
which riiali be given him hereafter shall be all tnii 
«nd not, as i& fonner times, when it nuoiaiied away, 
aad was half drunk up by his officers.** 

This emphatical and sarcastic speech being end* 
ed, and the Archbishop having, at Masaniello s re- 
^piest, given his blessing to the people, the Oenenl 
commanded them, under pain of disobecfieaee, to 
follow him no fnrther; and then went mto die 
palace with the Archbishop, Grenovino, Arpiga, 
'and Mateo d'Amalphi his brother. His Elxeel- 
lency the Viceroy stood ready at the stairVhead 
to receive them. As soon as Masaniello saw biai, 
lie threw himself at his feet, and having kissed 
lihem, and thanked his Excellency, in the name of 
bH die people, for his gracioos approbation of the 
treaty, he told him he was come thither te receive 
whatsoever sentence his Excellency should thiak 
fit to pass npon him. But the Viceroy, rudog 
Idm up and embracing him, answered, tbtut be was 
"very glad to see him, and was so &r firom think- 
ing he was criminal, that he wonld giv« faim daSy 
[proofs of his fttvour and esteem 1 To this Masa- 
niello replied, that God was his witneas, &at the 
only scope and end of all his designs was the 
servioe of the King and of his Excellency ; After 
"which, the Viceroy, the Archbishop and Ma» 
aielk), retired, all three into a private apaitaeat, 
in order to consolt together npon the present pes- 
tore of affiiirs. 

In the mean time, there were many whisper- 
ings among the great conconrse of people assem- 
bled in the court-yard of the Castle, and who were 
tBo crowded together, that one mig^t have trilled 
a ball on their heada. These maramriogs aiase 
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Horn smne dfead thd Masanielld migiit lie anraifetd^ 
or at least seioe Inm «hHM toikiia; ibMefeie tha 
Yicerajr ihooglit il expeiMaiit ikat hashonid ha 
pwMiolj seea in aa open bakooy ynA the Arcli* 
Indop and hinse}^ -whidi was <|oiia aceof^agljr; 
wliMM», htting tbe pe0ffe» lie eriad, **• Lo, I an 
here i^re and free: Peaee, peacal'* At wfascli 
urerds tbe people set up a shout, eryiag^ ^ Feace^ 
peace ! " A Uttle after, all the belk rung in tfaa 
adjacent ^^rarches; hut dkliidaf the souad, ha 
ocnnmaiided l&atthey should ring no longer, wUcb 
W9a also obeyed. Addressing himself nosr to the 
Viceroy, be said " You shall see how obedieati 
^e Neapolitans are ; ** and patting his fiagev upon 
hie mouth, there was so profound a silea»e, that 
aearce a man was seen to breath. Aftorwafda^ 
tvith a loud Toiee, he eammanded that every soul 
present, under pain of rehalUoiv should n^ire firaoa 
liwt court ; which was punctually and paesentlyr 
obeyed, as if tbey had ail vanished away, not eae 
vemaining behind ; insemuch, that the Viceroy waa 
amased at audi a ready and marvoRous ohedioMS« 
' Bifaay discoofses having passed in the palace he-» 
twixt the Viceroy, the Bishop, and Mananiello» 
it waa aj^inted that the capitulaliQns' should be 
printed, and that, on tbe fidlowing ^ft^rday, tha 
Viceroy, accompanied by all the Coundls and the 
trftianak, should go to the Church del Cariaine in 
person, where ^e capituktions should be publicly 
read, and where his Excellency and all the afore"* 
said Coundb should swear, by a solemn oath, to 
observe them forever; as aho to procure their 
eonfirmation by hisr Catholic Majesty. 

The Ardibbhop and MasanieHo being about to 
depart^ tha Vioeioy bestowed upon tha Utter, a 
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tkk gold diain of SOOO crovms' vidne, pvMiiig ii 
about has neck with his owa hands ; and althoogk 
be mfbsod it diven timas, he afterwards received it 
bf the adviee of the Archbishop. He was pro* 
sonaced at the same time by the Viceroy, I>nke 
of St Gieorge, a renimciatioii having been made td 
him of that dtle not long before by the Mscrqius 
of Torrecnso. For the last seal of compKineiit^ 
Masaaiello, prostcatiDg himself at the feet of the 
Viceroy, kissed his knee ; after which the Viceroy 
embraced him, and said, *' Son, go in peace, and 
Ged bless thee ;" wherenpon, having taken hia last 
leave, and going down, the Archbishop brought him 
in his own cmich to the Archtepiscopal palace ; 
and it was a pleasant sight to behold every win* 
dow hong with rich tapestries, carpets, cnrtanis, 
and hangiags, and the streets fall of great wax- 
eaadles and torches, it being now one hour in the 
night, and the bells ringing in every church thit 
had any, through all the city. After this ooniei^ 
enoe, until his head was chopped off, Maaaniefle 
ruled with as absolute domiiiion as if he had been 
monarch over the city, both in eivil and in waililm 
affiiirs. 

As they approaehed the Arehbiidiops pelaoei 
a noise was spread abroad, that a great* num- 
ber of banditti were come against the people. 
It was the Marquis of St Ermo, of the fiunily 
of Caraccioli, who, having arrived in the town 
from his country-house with some horsemoi, nvould 
have been torn in pieces, with all his company, 
had he not discovered himself who he was. Be^ 
log known by many, they went to acquaint Ma- 
samello with all, who was yet with the Ai^hbishop 
in his palace ; andthe first that went was tho Mir- 
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I «hkme08 of St £roio» aunt of the Marquis, wtrich 
I she did as well to speak with Masaniello, as to de- 
i sire the Archbishop to interpose and inform him of 
tlie truth for the security of her nephew. Masa* 
j niello had scarcely nnderstood the substaaee of heat 
desires, before taking her by the hand, he assnr- 
•d her that all would be ssie; and commanded 
some of the people, who were there present, to 
aoqnaint the commanders and captains of the miU« 
tia with bis pleasure to that effect. 

After this, Masaaiello, thinking to return to bis 
lioi^se in the market-place, was desired by the 
Archbishop to make use of bis ; tp which he con* 
sented, together with Genormo, Arpaja, and bis 
brother ; but by reason of the rumours which wera 
^nead, about the city being inyaded by banditti^ 
all the people remained armed, and very vigi« 
knt ; and by command of Masaniello, divers bells 
V^re sounded to that purpose. The lights were 
also doubled that night in all the windows, and 
fires kindled up and down in the streets, which 
made the city as bright as if it had been at noon* 
day. There were also triple guards placed at 
every gate, who asked the names of all such as 
paesod and repassed, and strictly e^Uimiaed them. 
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THB SIXTH DAY. 

Friday the IWi Jidy 1647. 

The condition of the coward is flo vile and ab- 
ject, tbat he trembleth at every thing that sod* 
denly happeneth ; the least pnfF of wind tbat Uow- 
etb, the least bird tbat cbirpeth, the least boogfa 
tbat shakes, the least vermin tbat stirs, doth aa 
affirigbt him, that it fills him with fear, and bis 
' face with paleness : He seems to have a fit of an 
ague, or is like one shaken with extremity of cold : 
So often as he hears any noise, he betakes bimself 
to his heels, bis feet proving his best connsellora. 
Such apprehensions at this time seenaed to 
have been got into the hearts of the Neapolitans, 
both of the gentry and commonalty ; the one fear- 
ing enemies from abroad, the other worse widiin 
the city ; the one stood in fear of the late oavrped 
power of the people ; the people feared desogns, 
plots, and stratagems from the nobility and gentry, 
whom they had so much insulted. Every squa- 
dron seemed to the gentry to be a whole army ; 
on the other side, any strange fiew^e that entered 
into the city seemed to the jealous people a Tnn 
jan horse, that would Tonnit out arrows and thai- 
derbolts, and close entrapping enemies. Hence 
it came to pass, that many of the nobles and gentry, 
not hazarding their honours and reputation, wiAi 
their rich moveables, to the diabolical fury of a 
tumultuous unbridled rabble, abandoned the town, 
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and, getting into the countiy, made tbe country 
all over to appear like a flourishing populous 
city. But the people drew sinister arguments 
from the flight of the nobility ; for they suspected 
^at they withdrew into the country with a design 
of joining with the banditti, whereof they had an 
ntilucky example on Wednesday before, in the 
person of the Duke of Mataloni and his brothers: 

'There was taken that Friday inoming afelucoll 
vHth six mariners and four short eoats, completely 
firmed, one of diem carrying a great packet of 
letters, who, being' bound and breogbt before Ma- 
BaniMlO, the letters were foimd to come from the 
Duke of Mataloni to his secretary ; and though 
nothing could be inferred from them to the preju-* 
dice of the people, yet, on account of the mode of 
writing, which was diffk, and in ciphers, and be- 
cause of the former practices ef the Duke, Ma* 
saniello caused those six to be dragged to the rack, 
thinking they would disclose some new strati^ems. 
The mariners also were strictly examined ; but 
ti^r innocence appearing eyident, by the ingenuity 
of their answers, they were released. As for the 
otheiis, after they had been tortured with the rack 
most piteously, their heads were chopped off. 

It being rumoured everywhere that Masanielld 
exercised the office of Captain-general of tbe peo-» 
^le, and that it was e<mfirmed unto him the night 
6ef6re by the Viceroy, he was therefore the more 
Hwetfed and obeyed. He erected another tribunal 
in Toledo Street, prorided with all the instramenttf 
required to execute justice, and placed there n 
ileutenant, who that very day condemned four 
more banditti^ who wefe beheaded upon the neir 
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flceSbldy which strack a gvmt terrw in tiM coomn 
Cfdled in Naples Scoppotdle, 

The eame morningiy though Masaniello bad fmX 
#ff h» silver sait, and taken agam the habil of • 
fiMuriner, yet was he obeyed and feared by ^vmf 
one. He began betimee to give poblic audience 
in the market-placet not upon a bank, hut eat of 
a window of his own house, which looked into the 
matket, whither they reached him memorials and 
petitions upon the end of pikes, wbUe he held tm 
irchibttz in his hsind ready cocked, which was m 
great terror to every one who came to negotiate 
with him ; and the more so, thi^ there mna 
^ht or ten thousand men in co&tinual wiBtek bo^ 
fim his do<M'. There were also thousands from 
Mher places who came to receivo their coaunaoidi 
firom him, and to publish his orders, which can all 
ia these words, *< Under pain of rebelKoii and 
dteth ; ** insomuch, that it was a thing beyond ^ 
weod^* to see so many commands, baas, eomnis* 
siotis, and orders publifibed and affixed to posli 
and walls, subscribed *^ Thomas Anello of Malphii 
Captain-general of the most Fakbful Feo|^lo <^ 
Naples. " His orders were executed with adas^ 
able promptitude and exactness— 4 thing iociMti* 
ble, that a wretch, extracted out of the dregs of the 
people, should, in five days, make himself patvoa 
of 500,000 souls; that he should bridle mtoh a 
city as Naples, and have at Mb conmiand 200,000 
combatants, who all admowledged him for thoif 
Generalissimo ; and that he should have abooltill 
dominion, both by night and day, with tbe diapo* 
sing of all things according to his pleassro mi 
4mey, 

Among other orders issued by Masamelio <m 
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da^r tnotiiiag, the foUiwilig were of the nmnher.: 
XjDder pain of death, eyery one should cat off his 
great' li^, and wear no perriwigs, declaring he had 
oommanded this, became many banditti were found 
dreased like women, with arms nndesneath : Hei 
ravewed the orders of the day before tonching ec<9 
ctesiastics, that they shevld not wear their upperi 
babits ; that all friars or religieuse that were found 
not to be of the city, should be brought before 
Um to be examined, wheUier they were true fnuoh 
or banditti so habited : That, upon the sounding 
of two i^c\o(Ai within night, erery one should re* 
tire to his lodging ; after which time, whoeyer waa 
found upon ibe streets, should die irremissibly with*? 
oat mercy : That the Friday being passed, eyery one 
ebonld retire to bis own dhop ; and that, at eyery 
post, four men should be placed for a guard, wbo 
skould haye a carline, two measures of wine^- and 
twenty ounces of bread eyery day, and that they 
ahouki change eyery other day, by which reckon* 
kig, in city and suburbs, the guards might amount 
CO'S0,000 men. And because, from the begin- 
ning of the reyolution, many lords, cayaliem and 
officeiB, had retired with great prudeoce to diyen 
monasteries and conyents, as also sundry 'ladies to 
the nunneries,' one of the first orders by Masani^Uo 
was, that eyery one, upon pain of dea^, should 
tetum to his house. To this eyery one .was conp 
cdninedto si^nut, otherwise they weold haye ex- 
posed* themselyes to the fury of the merciless rah* 
ble. There was another command issued out» 
vhich was a most rigorous one, :that not only the 
aatiyes, but /oreigaers, should set upon their gates 
4e arms* of the King of Spain on the right han4» 
mt the acas of'the people on the left; wfaieb waa 



flO COVSPIKACIEl. 

put in exeeotion hj all fbieignerty aa wieH m 
Keapolitaiis. 

Besides the hundred keada of die banctitti ^A 
mpwanky wlBch were exposed to piribUe viefw in 
lie common maiket-pkce, divera other delinqventa 
were put to death tfata day ; and, acoofding to the 
qnality of the oflPences, some were hanged, sonao 
Mieaded, some set npoa wheels, and odiera shot 
to death. On Friday morning dso^ he caused one 
to be baked alirein his own oven, becanse he made 
hoM bread lighter by some onhces ; and m the 
evening he caased another, who was gnihy oC the 
same offence^ to be shaved close, head and beard, 
and then sent to the Castle to receive the reset of 
faia ponishmettt from the Yieeroy. He canaed a 
Vintner to be hanged becanse he had killed a 
•antinel ; n SictUantobe beheaded, becaEuae he had 
taken fifteen carlinee to nrarder a man ; and a boy 
to be apprehended, and hanged for an impoatori 
who bronght news that there were 4600 foot and 
1600 horse npen their mardi towards Naples* Ha 
had seven secretaries and ten ministers, to pwudi 
whom he pleased ; insonmcb, that he was feared^ 
obeyed, and served with the ntmost euMtness^ 
veadiness, and terror. 

' All the banditti and licentious priests, who, by 
ilia orders, were taken, were suddenly dam ; and 
tf his commands were not instantly perfbrmed, hs 
etood with < a nnlsket in the wimkw, which he 
pretended now and then to disciiarge. There was 
A horse offered to him of considerable vaine ; bat be 
sent it presently to tbe King's stables, saying, U 
'was a horse fitter for hb Mi^esty. He sent aba 
the Viceroy with the horse all sorts of pr o vig kw is 
^ his stables. He found hid in m ebacme pbea 
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nrndj 10€^000crwini9,wbieh^<eomflHmdedftho«ld 
not be Bqiaaadered by any meiiis, but reserved for 
the King, sfc the tmaae time offering the Viceroy ite 
millioM if oeoeflsaiy. Th«« were many preseiiM 
aaade onto him by cavalierg ; but he wwM not re^ 
teive the vahie cf one farthing, saying, ** God ^de- 
firer ne from liie oavdiers, that I may bare nei« 
^er peace nor trace nmh -^em. " He sent » 
Spaniard who had mmvdered one, to the Viceroy^ 
ttmt he would see him pmisbed ; the Viceroy re- 
manded him, and desired idiat he might be b»ige<l 
IB the market-phkce. The same day, be cansed 
two banditti to be sbet to deadi at Porta Medina, 
for being accomplices with the Doke of Mataloai, 
yet be would not set Ae iDake's palaoe on &•» 
learing there might be some mine widemeadi^ aa 
also^ having an intention of making it a conserva- 
tory for poor maidens. 

By command of Masaniello, mnny anaed men 
were sent throughout the city and auburbs, to ap- 
pvehend any servant, or any <>{ the iamiily and 
kindred of the Duke of Matak>ni, aad of Don 
Joseptti his brpdier. Hiis caused many of the 
Dake'^ friends to be brought before him, eome 
of whom were presently put to death, othms 
imprisonedi that being well examined on the 
faiSk, there might be knowledge had whose 1^ 
Duke was, and where he had hid his goods^ 
none being left in his palace. Among these there 
was one of his skiTes taken leading two beautiful 
horses, whciiBaring he should hare been suddenly 
akdn, discovered that ihe Duke went at first to 
Benevento, and afterwards to Calabria, he knew 
not whither ; but, touching his goods and fnmi^we» 
they wefe hid in certain cburctesy and h\ the 



imteiy of lira A«giuftine8;'wiMr«Vfioiifrtiie 
flkre W9» not onlj pvdoned, bat weil n wdedUc 
wM chdt and tested b^ cotoniaiid of MftBttwlloy 
vBta friiom he gKra alao the ttaff of a Captain* .> 

' All thia being, known by MaaanieUo, he sentiA 
inliinstion to the deigy of the aaid dmrehea moA. 
nonaateriea^ and to all other religions pbmiiL ml 
imnneriesy that whosoever had any of the.goods 
of the Doke of ]^atal<mi> a traitor to the people 
of Naplea^ ahonld, without any exoise or delay 
whalroeyer» produce them all, under pain of having 
their monaateries aet on fire. . Hereupon*, the enr 
periors of thoae churches and conventB being ter^ 
rifiedy took out all the goods of the Duke of Ma- 
taloni» which were concealed in those pbu9es»,»- 
mounting to a vast quantity, and of high tbIpw^ 
h«ng rased at 500,000. crowns, so that 300 por- 
ters were employed to fetch them out. .]tfora- 
orer, there was also found 4000 crowns ii| mo^^ 
ney ; all of which being brought before Maaaniello^ 
be commanded that aU his moveables and goods 
should be put in a magazine near the groat usaijbst- 
place, and that none should touch the least, things 
but that the monies should be employed to pay the 
aerfdiers. 

Masaniello also commanded a body of. ansed 
men to go to the country, and demolish the houaa 
of the Duke of Caiyano, and bum. all the furaitim 
and goods t^t were .there deposited ; which was 
done. The palace of Mataloni, which • was ia 
Chaia, was also, pitifully set on fire ; nay, the rab- 
ble took the portraits of his ancestors, and con* 
^;ned- them to the flames ; first mangling then 
most hoiribly, thrustiDg them through with ^}^ 
swords, plucking out their eyes, and cutting off 
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l iii ig amm and h mdo ; and inawBgigfi— d . toe 
tlwr gTMi narket-pbwey they iwiig another pklnio. 
of the Duke of Mmtalom under tlie body of Dom 
Peppo Cani&» with this motto oBdenieolb, '^ The. 
Dadce of ftjbtaloni, rebel to hk Mtyeety^ and tmi^. 
tor to the meet fiuthfui people." After this, fiuther. 
coaMtiaode weie givea by Maaanielio to bom the. 
go«»dBr of other oSBeeny and partieolarly of tho» 
Kmg'e Vintor ; yet this conmuuid was roroked by, 
the effectmd interceasioa of the Aichbishop FikKi 
joorino. It was i^so ordered that the Regent 
Zw&M sfaonid mn the same fortnne; hot the exe^' 
cntion was suspended, and no man knew why^ 
uniefls it was becaaso' certain troops of hone weror 
qnarterad at his hoose, which was mtienched roimd 
about. -i 

There airived in the port at that time. tlnr«( 
teen galleys of ^ squadron of Naples ; wid thei 
General GianetinO Doria having sent notiee. theret 
of to the Viceroy, with de^e to land somer 
men for provisioBB,' the Viceroy ordered that ho 
riioirid mtA^e his address to Maaaniello ; wM ch be*, 
ing don^ he imme^ately commanded fresh fhsrx 
Uuihf with a snp]^y of money, to be sent to tbo 
General ; but with this proviso^ that the g^ley» 
Aoidd go further eS ^ port, and diat none 
should set foot ashore, either soldier or paaaeDger^ 
not even the Greneml himsdfr 

In the mean time all people wwt up and dowa 
t^ stceets with as much security, and all kinds of 
shops wew opened with- as much. freedom, and as 
Ht^ fear, both by night and day, as if there had 
been no sokbery at all in tlie town, or oecasion of 
ontnge, so great were the apprehensions of feai 

vot* n, a 
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Md teavtf whiA wen imprinKd in every one** 
Iweit, of tbe rigorous and infleGuble jnslaoe eacer^ 
cited by Mainniello. 

Tbe Vioeroy , all this wbile» seeing himself as it 
wtre besieged in the Castle, deprived of prorieien, 
and all sorts of yictoals and refreshments, sent to 
MattuoMlo tbst he might be furnished aooonfing- 
Ij. Thereupon fifty porters were sent nnto bim, 
laden with iMread, wine, frnit, flesh, poultry, sWoe^ 
meats, and all other things that were eatable. 

As Masaniello had, the night before, sent to tbe 
Vieeroy, that he much wondered he had not seen 
Cardinal Triruldo, the said Cardinal was ad- 
irised by the Archbishop to give him a yisit ; for 
Masaniello was come now to diat height, that he 
expected obseryance from every one, even lh>m 
the Princes of the Church. Therefore, to prevent 
some rude affronts and outrages, which vulgar 
minds are subject to offer, the Cardinal went from 
the Castle to the great mai^et-place to visit Ma- 
saniello, which he did, by giving him the title of 
IttutinanmtK But the firs^ words whidi Sibsa* 
nleHo addresaed to him were kaghed at, which 
were, *^ The visit which your Eminence givea me, 
Aongh it be late, yet it is dear unto me." His 
Eminence having paid hb respects to hb most U- 
ktgtriom Lordship, when he departed, Masaniello 
commanded two files of musketeers to guard and 
conduct him to the Castle. The Cardinal Trivuldo 
was scarce gone, when some gentlemen came from 
the Castle with presents to Masaniello from the 
Viceroy, thanking him for the refreshments vHiich 
he had sent into the Castle ; and also brii^png 
•ome compliments from the Duchess, who danred 
to know how he did, and be^;ed that^ for her 
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4Bake, he wonld make use of what were sent. A- 
moog other things, there was a rich suit of apparel 
sent him ; a strange metamorphosis of fortune* 
and so capricious and rare, that these things will 
aeem incredible, and mere romances to future agesy 
thongh all be a true and real story. 
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, THB SEVENTH DAY. 

Saturdayy the IZih ofJvly, 1647. 

Masa NIELLO, already pronounced Captain-general 
of the Neapolitan people, was advised that there 
was no other means more effectual and sure to 
overcome and triumph over any projects against 
his person or the people, than punctual submid- 
sion, imd which he so exacted, that the least act 
of disobedience was punished with death, as being 
held a capital crime. Hence, having heard, that 
upon Friday night some went up and down the 
streets to sound the shopkeepers, endeavouring to 
make them see their slavery, the first thing he 
did at break of day, was to publish, by sound 
of drum and trumpet, that, upon pain of death, 
those seducers should be revealed ; some of whom 
being found out and appeached, they were hang- 
ed before those shops where they committed 
the offence. There were gibbets set up in other 
places of the city, whereon divers were executed 
that day ; among others, two vassals of the Duke 
of Mataloni, who were discovered to have brought 
some letters in their shoes, which, because they 
were written in ciphers, were adjudged to contaia 
matter of rebellion, or some sinister counsels and 
incitements to sedition. 

It was told him this day, that there was a greit 
burglary and theft committed in the palace of the 
Prince del Colje Cavalliero ; and at firat it 
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llibiiglit to be by some of his 8qfiadr6ii; bnt, after m 
diHgent ezambiatioii, it was Ibund to be by some 
of the banditti, who had taken sanctaary in a little 
chnrcb. They were accordingly dragged out, and 
executed in the public market-place. 

The same morning, there came before him seek* 
ing justice a poor girl whose fa^er had been killed ; 
and the brother of him that had killed him being 
there present, he cried out, that if the fact were 
pardoned, he would take her for his wife without 
any dowry; but that kind of marriage did not 
please Masaniello, because the young maid db^ 
homed it, in regard of the blood of her father; 
therefore, he obliged the brother of the murderer 
to find out two hundred crowns within four-and- 
twenty hours for the young muds dowry, and so 
the offence shoidd be remitted. A little after this^ 
a murderer was brought before him, who had been 
a friend to Perrone, and giving him time and con. 
fession, be sentenced him to death, and ordered that 
his head and his feet should be chopped off, and 
bis body dragged up and down the streets. An- 
odier bandit was used in the same manner. 

It was intimated the same Saturday morning, 
that two squadrons, with seven hundred Spaniards, 
ahould immediately go abroad to find out the ban- 
ditti, who, according to report, weriB in bands to* 
gether, in divers places, ready to invade the city. He 
also caused a proclamation of grace to be publish* 
ed, that what bandito soever should discover any 
such plot, should be absolutely pardoned, provided 
he was not depending upon ^e Dnlo of Mataloai. 
He farther commanded, that all artisans should 
work openly in their shops, and niot within ikeir 

s2 
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Ihwms; 118 alto, tbat all merdbanto aiioakl felloir 
Ibeir bnshwny bat be ready within half aa hour a 
call to take araw. A mesaage was ako Inioaglit 
bim from a cavalier* upon some bosinefls of 
eonseqaence; bat he answeiedt ^ I have n»» 
thing to do with cavaUers, for God hath ^att me 
here for the people ; '* and, tutning himeelf to the 
people, he aaidy *' My people, pray for me, and 
preserve me well; if ye lose me, wo be onto 
yea!" 

The same morning there came from the coa»» 
try i&oot Naples innumerable people, and, amcmg 
thcoi, many women- with staves upon their AjmiI- 
iden, and naked swords in their handi, hriagiag 
with them their children armed also with aone- 
thing or other, proportionaUe to their years. They 
came all to the great maiiiet-plase to dofbomai^ 
to Masaniello, and to be redressed by him for ^ 
▼en grievances* But while Masaniello was buaied 
in snch exercises, Genovino and Arpii^ aeoom> 
panied by the brother of Masaniello, went to the 
Castle. to pat the Viceroy in mind of his foraaer 
engagement and promise made • upon Thoieday 
night, that he would come upon the Satuiday M- 
lowing to the Archiepiscoi>al Church, with ail the 
Tribunals of the Chancery, the Council of State 
and War, with the Royal Chamber of Santa Chia- 
ra, accompanied with all the civil and criminal 
Judges of the great Court of the Vicaria ; in pie* 
sence of whom, and of the whole people, an oath 
should be taken, to observe with all punctuality 
the capitulations, which oath was to be taken by 
the Viceroy and all the Tribunals. 
. In the meantime, the Viceroy sent two of hb 
best hmses with rich furniture, and led by two 
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ef bis servMits^ to be at tbe sonrice of Masaiii* 
«lIo wd bis brotber, wbo, being moimted upon 
them, spparelted botb in dotb of silver, Maisa- 
niello carried in one band a naked sword, in the 
other tbe charter of Charles tbe Emperor ; and 
hie brother carried tbe capitulations made with the 
Viceroy, to be read publicly, and to be sworn to 
in tbe Archbishop's palace. There rode in their 
oompany tbe Elects of tbe people, Francesco Af- 
paja and Julio Genovino, besides others of the civil 
sort among the people. And because the multi- 
tnde increased through all the streets, and encom* 
passed them on all side% so that they could neither 
pass teward oer backwind, Masaniello, with a loud 
voice, commanded '^ That none should stir a step finr« 
tber;" which was aocordmgly obeyed. They now 
rede to the palaee of the Viceroy, with a trumpet 
sounding before then, wheve, after being shortly 
entertained by him, his Excellency, and the Conn* 
cils and prime officers, accompanied them towards 
the Archbishop's palace. First, there were many 
tnuaspeten on horseback, then a choice troop of 
oBrehnndied horse, then Masaniello and his foro« 
tbev^ alter them the Elect of the people, and old 
GenoKinot who, by reason of his great age, was 
carried in a sedan. After these came the Ci^tain 
of Guard to the Viceroy, and immediately after 
the Viceroy himself, with his pages, laqueys, and 
hones, and his guard of Germans, with a great 
number of gentlemen and cavaliers, domestic and 
foreign, and surrounded with a crowd of people^ 
who, together with the Viceroy, cried out with 
loud acclamations, " Viva il Re di Spagna ! " The 
bells rung in every church as they passed, which 
filled the hearta of all with joy and pleasure« 
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Small and great, wonien and childreny cried out, 
** Viva il Re!" bat many cried out, << Let tiie 
King live, but without gabel!" and some Spa- 
niards were overheard to cry, " Let the King live, 
for now he may say he is King ! " In passing 
through the Piazzo of St Lorenzo, Masaniello stop- 
ped there awhile, and with him the whole caviJ- 
cade. Turning himself to the people, he cried oal 
with a very loud voice, " May God live ! may the 
King of Spain live ! may the Cardinal Filoooarino 
live ! may the Duca de Arcos live ! may the fide- 
lissimo popolo di Napali live ! " and all the people 
took the word, and, wi^ strong echoes, cried out, 
*' Viva ! Viva ! " doubling and ledonbling the 
sound with incredible exultations. 

Having arrived at the Archbishop's palace, and 
dismounted, they entered the church, being met 
by the Archbishop, all his canons, cfaaplaios, and 
officers. They then advanced to the great altar, 
svhere the Archbishop being set on a throne, as 
also the Viceroy, and all the Tribunals who were 
there attending, CavaHer Donate Coppolo, Secre- 
tary to the kingdom, read, with an andible voice^ 
the capitulations desired by the people, MaaanieQo 
standing all the while on foot upon the steps of 
the Archbishop's throne, and, to the astonishment 
of all, adding, taking away, correcting and inter- 
prating all things as be pleased, no man interrupt- 
tag or replying unto him. After the artides were 
read, a solemn oath was taken by the Viceroy, and 
all the Ministers and Officers of State, to observe 
the said capitulations ; promising also, and swearing 
to procuro their ratification by his Catholic Majesty. 
When this was done, two choirs sung Te dewn 
lamhmus ; during which 'Masaniello was observed 
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to «ireH with a kind of glory, at haTing attaiiied hii 
«nd8 with 80 much felicity and applaase. Neverthe- 
iess, he carried still in his hand a naked sword, and 
;8ent many arrogant and ridicnlons messages to the 
Viceroy. The first was, that thenceforward he 
«hoald continue to be Captain-general of the city. 
The second was, that by virtue thereof, he intended 
to go with a guard, and to give patents to all officers 
of war and arms. The third, that he would dis- 
-miss from the Castle all cavaliers. These and suck 
iike messages he sent to the Viceroy separately* 
4ind there were affirmative answers brought back to 
:«ach, not to disturb the ceremony with negatives ; 
-but the gentleman that delivered these messages 
made an apology for himself privately in the ear 
■oi the Viceroy, for indeed most people there did 
blush, or laugh, or jeer, at the sudden impertinence 
of Masaniello. 

: While these messages were sent, Te Deum wns 
ended ; then Masaniello began to reason, sometimes 
to good purpose, sometimes senselessly. He said, 
that the most faithful people of Naples were na- 
turally spirited and vivacious, and were so esteem- 
ed by all nations ; but that they had almost quite 
lost their wonted magnanimity and courage, by the 
heavy weight of so many exactions and gabels 
which were imposed upon them from time to time, 
hot by their Catholic Majesties, but by evil mi- 
nisters, and their own associates. During this dis- 
course he so heated himself, and protested with 
such a fury and excess of zeal, and the words pro- 
ceeded from him so incoherently, as to make all 
the people amazed and surprised with a kind of 
dumb astonishment. Having finished his dis- 
conrsei he began to tear in pieces the rich dress 
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he had oD) and deeired the Archbidbop and the 
Viceroy to help him off with it, saymgy that as ha 
had only put it on for the honour of the ceremony, 
it was now become useless since that was ended ; 
that for his part, he had done all he had to do, 
and would now return to his hook and line. This 
proceeding seems to have been a prelude to the 
madness which not long after possessed him. 
However, bong made to understand that it wmdd 
be yery indecent to strip in the church, and in ^ 
aigfat of so many persons, he went out with ihe 
Viceroy, who, with all the notnlity and gentry 
attended him, made a procession through the 
puUic streets of the dty, and then returned to the 
Castle, where he was sainted with aeyeral peals 
of ordnance. Masaniello, having taken hia leave 
of the Viceroy, went back to his houae in ths 
market-place, through all the acclamations and 
bleasingB that were due from the people to the 
great restorer of their privileges. 
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THE BIGU TH DAY. 

Aau%, Jufy IMk 1647. 

It w impOMible to ezpreBB tlie rejotetngt of the 
pB&fie of Naples for the eapituktioiiB oi peace 
which were sigoed and sworn the day before^ 
winch nrjoiciiigB ended not that day, but contiiiQed 
i^NHi Sunday. The articles were printed, and fiied 
trough aU places of the city, that ail things nugbl^ 
be manifested to the world, and erery one contend* 
ed who shenld express greater happiness. Such a 
general jubilee indeed was among them, that it 
drew tears from many, which, fidling upon the 
gnmnd, made flowers of joy to spring up, which 
the heaviness of former times had caused to fiide* 
And because the beginning of this reformation^ 
and consequently of this joy, proceeded from Ma- 
saniello, and from his stout undertakings, he was 
extolled with the highest pndses by eyery one, 
and cried up to be Liberator Fatris, to be the 
Saviour of his Country, and the Asserter of public 
liberty, from the tyranny and gripes of so many 
ravenous wolves, both in city, court, and kingdom ; 
who, gltttdi^ themselves with iJie common blood 
of the people, increased their wealth by the poverty 
of others. And yet all this was effected, not by 
the hand of some invincible emperor, of some war* 
like prince, but by a poor young fellow, a bare* 
footed fishennaa. Tins made it hr more admk- 
able ; and they attributed it the more to God, who 
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chMi0di dw WMk things 6f tbe varid to oo^Bod 
the strong. 

After the pnblicftttoa of the capitulatioiis and 
genend agreementy the city of Naples seemed to 
wear a new fiioe, for there waa no.auire fear of any 
war, or of farther eombostionsy and ccmseqnently 
no need of any anned bands, or caotioiL f<Hr the 
nnintenance and defrace of the pec^le from the 
insalts of eneaEues. Neverthelets, it seemed eoKpe-- 
^Mtt to Mssaaiello still to continue a miliMy 
force on foot ; and he commanded that evary ona 
sheold stand firm to his post : Nor was it imnecea* 
saiy or snpaflaons policy ; because the city^ silar 
so general a conTulsion, eonld not {Meseatly re- 
cover her fimner health ; nor, after so many cgid»-. 
gradonsy eonld she be secare till the firehsd been 
^to extingnished. . 

Hmee it came .to pass, that . the sohtiers aftiU 
remainiag up and down tibe city, Masanielto he-^. 
gan to command mcffe like an ahsoloto mastw: 
or tyrant than a c^tain-generaL It being kaopni 
on Sunday morning that four banditti bad.ied 
isr -sanctnary to: tlin church of Carmine -avMmg 
die Jesaiti, he sent a oonaderable band oCacaoH 
ed men :to encompass both cl4»sfter and chnicby 
whose gales being, duit, the aasanlteia made 
thdr entrance by pickaxes, so tbait a great hale 
being made in the wall, tbey rushed in .and took, 
one of .then% chopping off his bead presently, as 
they did 'afterwards to the three others t . And h^ 
canse one of those fathers, heiag zealous far the 
church immunities, had made some resistance for 
the pssservation of those mtseiable .m^,. he wm 
so mortally wennded that he died a &w daya 
after. 
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KliMee being sliN> fjiveki titti vrhMa the 
tery of nans called Delia Croce di Lueca, fUBny 
of the goods of Csesar Lnprano were deposited, he 
hftving two daughters who were nuns there, M«- 
saaieUo emnmanded some captMOs to proceed thi<^ 
ther, and to bring into the market-place the said 
goods, with orders, that if the nans made any re«i 
aastance, to threaten them with the firing of the 
monastery. This was pnt in speedy execution ; an4 
the soldiers repairing thither unhinged the gates 
cf the religions honse, which stradc such a terror 
into them, that one of them wa» like to have breoilfaod 
her last ; which, being related by a flying messen* 
ger nnto the Archbishop, his Eminence was mor- 
ed, and therefore sent to MasanieUo, who, to ex* 
case himself^ answered, ^ He knew nothing of it» 
but that it was done without his order, and he 
would therefore ponish those captains. " This he 
did ; for, ordering them before hkn, they were ez« 
aEBiiaed, and so executed. But still he was rasolrr 
ed to have those goods, which were accordingly 
deliirered him by those nims. 

MasanieUo having • given strict comaMUid that 
none should dare to go out of the city without 
his express license ; and Cafiarelliy Archbiafaep of 
Santa Severina» having occasion to remove him- 
self Irom Naples, where he then resided, to Caki* 
bria, to visit his own church, he went in a short 
Mbit, and without a cloak (such an order being still 
in force) to the house of MasanieUo, to ob$aiii 
leave of him. When Masaniello beheld him» lie 
said, '' What wik thou havot my good Lord?** 
He answered, ** That I may safely pass to my 
diorch of Santa Severina in Calabria^ with your 
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good leave. " ^' My Lord, " answered MasaiiieHoy 
erymg at the same time, '* Who waits there ? Ltrt 
Ibar hundred of my men go and accompany ny 
Lord as far as his archhisfaoprick.'' The Ardibishop 
thanked him, saying, that he went by sea. ** By 
sea ? " said he, ** then let forty fduccas be provid- 
ed to attend my Lord Archbishop. ** He answer- 
ing there was no need, becanse he had already 
takfen four for the tnmsport of himself and lus hi- 
mily, which were snffident, and to have mora 
would be an incumbrance unto him, and trouble- 
some. ** Well, well ; your Lordship may do what 
you please, " replied Masaniello ; ^* but at least 
you shall not re^se to accept of this small bag of 
double pistoles,'* which he presented unto him, say* 
ing, ** Take this, to defray the charge of your voy« 
age. " The prelate thereupon smiled, and, ^ving 
him many thanks, he refused them a good while, 
saying, he wanted them not ; but he was constsain- 
ed to receive 500, which he did for fear of hasard- 
ing his head, by denying such a capricious and 
frantic man ; then, giving him a license in writing, 
he embraced him, and said, *^ My Lord, go in safe- 
ty. ** A little after, a gentleman of Anversa, of 
tiie family of Tufo, came to speak with him upon 
business of his own ; and having despatched him, 
he gave him a kick behind, saying,'^* B^^one, I 
make thee Prince of Auversa. " 

That morning he commanded the house of a wi- 
^ow baker to be burnt, because she had made light 
bread. He caused also an abbot to be beheaded, 
called Nicolas Ametrano, and three others, bong 
' dependents of Mataloni. He issued an.order, that 
it was his pleasure the Jesuits, the CCTtoaiB], 
the Benedictines, and the Friars of Moimt Oli- 
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retf ilibald pay a great finm of money for the 
service of the people. He commanded also to 
bring b^re him tnndry rich men ; and, asking 
them first if they were loyal to their King, upon 
their answering that they were, he made them Bub~ 
acribe to a writing, wherein every one bound him- 
•elf to pay him so much money, telling them that he 
did so to ebserye the word given the day before to 
Iris Excellency, to make a donative of five millions 
of gold to his Majesty ; towards whom, being de- 
sirooB to show himself more devoted and ^thfol, 
ha issued a proclamation, that none should go for 
ike fntniedraned according to the mode of Franca; 
and repeated his former orders, that every one should 
have'the King's arms and that of the people oa 
his door, and that every one should tend his shop^ 
with arms ready upon all occasions. 

The same morning, Pizzicarolo, a cOusin of Ma- 
aaaiello, went to the palace, and said openly, that 
lie began to grow mad, and that, if he did not giye 
over his firings and bumii^, his throat would be 
eut by his own friends. This Pizzicarolo had 
more power over him than any other, for he took 
no meat from any hand but from his. But Masani- 
^o had grown odiously proud ; he would order and 
contradict a thing at the same instant ; his head had 
begun to turn, being mounted so high, and from^a 
simple fisherman having become a kind of monarch. 
All peopleobeyed him— Vicieroy, BishopB, and all — 
who hwnoured him all the while, not doubting but 
he would at last Inreak hk own neck. Hence it came 
topasB, that from an humble and zealous spirit, he be- 
came a fool and a tyrant, issuing such rigorous p^ 
clamations, commanding so many heads to be chopt 
off, so many palaces to be burnt, merelyto please his 
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own caprice, and to make bims^ formidable. He 
'would ride on horseback alone, and make the 
lonnd of the city, imprisoning and tortming wliom 
he pleased, shntting np shops, preaching and rail- 
ing against the nobility and gentry, not sparing 
the Viceroy himself, bat direatening to take off 
his head. Yet whcai he spake of the King, he 
named him with a great detd of reverence, taking 
eff his hat, and bowing his body ; bat it speared 
yeey ridicaloos, that he made boys and mean fel- 
lows captains, camp-masters, and officers of 

In the afternoon, dirers of the people, and 
commanders made by Masaniello himself, sent to 
the Archbishop to complam that they were ch^ in 
prison for small matters, and some were condemn- 
ed to have their heads severed from their bodies. 
Upon which the Archbishop spoke to him by way 
of adrice ; bat when he saw him obstinate, he de- 
aired him at least to defer the execution of those 
men till the day following, it not being fitting to 
abed hnman blood npon a Sunday, and stain the 
holy Sabbath with such sacrifices of cruelty. The 
Anihlnshop spoke to him with candour and win- 
ning affability, and, turning his discourse to other 
facetious stories, he obtained of him a delay of 
the execution ; and to recreate his tired spirits, he 
wished him to go to take the refreshments and 
pleasure of Posilipo for a while. 

The same day towards the evening, Father 
Hossi, a theologue of the Archbishop, went with 
n message to Masaniello, desiring that the people 
might lay down their arms, for he was secure enoiigh 
now without soldiers, and again recommending 
that his Excellency should retire for a wluie to 
Posilipo to refresh himself. This message pl< 
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«id htm well $ ttid all tliingB fMceamy beinf pro* 
^pided, nmny soldiers were disbanded, which was 
done without any gmmbling 0%. questioning. 

A little after, Masaniello went from iJbe ma^ 
Imc, accompanied by a great mob, to the Castle» 
ail the way a^foot in a loose habit, haring one of 
Mr legs bare, and withoat band, hat, or sword» 
tat ranning like a madman* He made a sign tf 
the sergeantHD&jor of the Spanish Gnard, that they 
abonld make no noise ; so he entered, and said to 
tile Viceroy that he wished to eat, for he was ready 
%o perish of hnnger. The Viceroy, looking to bis 
aervnrts, said, *^ Bfing something to eat for th^ 
Lord MEMnieUo. ''—<' No, Sir, " he replied; '< 1^ 
HB go Sake fresh m at Posilipo, and let ns eat tor 
lather there, for I have prevision already. ** AMi 
^yiag this, he caused some mariners to enter with 
iMskets of frnit. The Viceroy ezcosed himself 
«e well as he coald, because he was troubled with 
«i great pain in the head, bat said he would be Tery 
^ad of his company at any other time* So Jno 
gave orders, that hie own gondola should be made 
ready to wait upon Senior Masaniello, who embark- 
ed himself, with divers mariners, attended at leai^ 
l>y lerty feluoeas iuM of masidans, and other softe 
of men fit to give him* amusement. Many thoifr- 
saads of people ran to the mole of Chiaia to s^e the 
spectacle ; and in his way,- he gave oiders that some 
illoidd go to the canons regular of St Lateran, 
to draw thence ench goods as ho had understood 
were osnveyed and deposited there ; which was 
^one, and tskea to the market-;^aoe. A4 he 
went ah>ng, he i^nnsw pieces of gold into the aeay 
which the mariners swam after, and dudced to 

T 2 



29^ ' CONSPIRACIES. ' r 

take up, in order to afford him plewure and ptt^- 
aime. Then he fell to eatmg, or rather* to feasa- 
ing, for he had veiy choice provision in the goiK 
dola; and they said, that, before he came back, he 
had drunk twelve bottles of wine cdtled LachrymK 
Christi. The operation of that wine wiU be saen 
in the next day's work, which was Monday* WheA 
he returned to Naples in the evening, he gaina 
those of the gondola and feluccas which cttendid 
him, ten measures of wheat every one. 
'- The comedy of ikas day had not bton cumfleta^ 
if the wife of Masaniello had not acted her paik 
About the evening she went to the Castle^ cU im. 
cloth of silver, with a chain of gold^ and otfaer 
jewels and gallantries, in a very stately coach of the 
l^uke of Mataloni, which was made for the day of 
htti marriage, and was valued at least at 8000 
crowns. She was accompanied by gentlewomoi 
of quality, who complied with the times, and went 
also richly adorned ; but these were no other than 
'Masaniello s mother, two sisters, and kinswomen 
t>f his, all fishermen's daughters I A little boy, his 
aister's son, bore arms upon his sleeve, whidi 
ahowed that his undo was Captain*General of the 
dty of Naples. When she came to the Viceroy'a 
palace, there were sedans sent for her and her com- 
pany, with a guard of halbardiers, pages and !»- 
qneys, to attend them : and being brought in to 
die Duchess, they were welcomed with daintiea. 
Tlie Duchess presented her with a rich diamond ; 
and the Visitor-General took the young boy often 
in his arms, and kissed him. MasanieUo's mother 
meeting upon the stairs with cavalier Cosmo Fon- 
eeca, the grand engineer, who uted to make epi- 
taphs, she told him that he should tell the Vice* 
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vojTt Ihail as her son feared nobody Imt God and his 
Exeelkmey) he ought to desire hun to refrain from 
%o much fire and blood. 

Masani^loy being returned from his recreation 
St Posiiipo, was so heated with the wine that ha 
Imd dranky and with the heat of the sun, that he 
fell into a kind of dotage and foolishness. He 
cent presently to sp^ak with the said Fonsecay 
and ordered him to make diners inscriptions en<« 
graven in marbloy to this effect, *' Tomas AneUo 
mi Makphiy Prefect and Captain-Greneial of the 
most fayjifrd people of Na;^es« " He also gave 
«rders that his commands shonld be no l«^;er 
obeyedy but ody those o( the Duke of Aroos. 
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THE NINTH I»AY« 

M(mday^ 15A My 1647* 

Ir MaaMuello, on Sfttnrday when Te Deum 
«mg in the catiiedmi church, had reniMuiced ail 
iNt u«nrf»ed authoiity and pow^ into the bsn^i 
0f the Viceroy, and ietwmed, aa he aaid aad n tiiie w 
he woold, to his former veeatioA of seMng iaii, he 
had deserved a statne of gold frond the people of 
Naples, to the eternal memory of his magnanimons 
undertaking, brought to such a euccessfnl issfne ; 
but boundless ambition cast snch a mist before his 
eyes, that, breaking the reins of reason, his brain 
began to turn, and he committed many acta of 
foolishness and cruelty. 

Yet many reasons are urged for the continuance 
of his command. Some say that he was willing 
to resign it, but that, by the instigatton of his 
wife, and others of his kindred, he took a resolu- 
tion to keep it still. Others say, as having heard 
so from himself, that he still continued bis power, 
because if he left it, he could expect nothing but 
death, being so generally hated by the nobles and 
gentry for having burnt and destroyed so many 
palaces, and put to death so many of their n«n»* 
her. Others say, that he still continued his au- 
thority, because sense opposed reason, being al* 
lured with the sweetness of rule and power. 

Yet> if his said usurped dominion had been at* 
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tsnded with that bamility, discreUoa «nd judg- 
ment, with which he began his reign, he migbtt 
peradTentnre, have oontinaed longer from Uiat 
precipice whereinto he tumbled in so short a time* 
His ruin befel him, because he had broken out 
into a thousand follies, which were the causes of 
his tyrannical deportment, and consequently of the 
unirersal hatred of the people, who, for many 
days, had depended upon him, as upon an oracle» 
and obeyed him as a sworn and natural King. 

But if one be curious to know the reason why 
he fell into that state, { might tell him, that it was 
reported a fatal drink had been given him by the 
Viceroy, which was calculated to work upon bin 
brain, jnaking him odious and ridiculous to the peo- 
ple* This, at least, is the opinion of many. It may 
well be said, also, that the sottishness and foolery 
which befel him, proceeded from excess of yigi- 
knce, care, watchings, and not eating ; for he sel- 
dom slept, and he ate much more seldom, his head 
being so full of thoughts, and new affiiirs pressing 
upon him continually, whereof his narrow under- 
standing was not capable. The extreme joy like- 
wise at becoming, from a poor fisherman, monarch 
of such a city as Naples, might have distempered 
a greater mind than his. Hence it came to pass, 
that, throwing himself upon his bed, be hardly could 
dose his eyes ; but he would suddenly rise up 
again, telling his wife, <' Let us be Lords of Naples, 
and then let us sleep : Up, up, let us put our au- 
thority in practice." Then, going to t^e window, 
he W4Nild hee the guard, and call upon them, em- 
ploying them always upon some design or others 
that his usurped dominion should not be idle. 
What marvel is itf then, all these things being well 
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conndered, that lie slumld foil into sach IboKsh 
extravagances ? 

On Monday morning Masaniello appeared in 
the market-place on horseback, with a naked sword 
in his hand, striking many men, and driving* them 
before him, without provocation.. While tims 
domineering, an old and experienced captain, cal- 
led Caesar Spano, begged that the command of Tnl- 
teviUa's regiment might be consigned unto him, as 
they were Germans and Walloons, which was done 
accordingly ; but he struck and wounded the old 
captain, sayiag, " Be gone when I bid yoo." 
Turning his horse's head, he went towards T<rfede 
Street, where, meeting with one who was said to 
be a spy, he suddenly, without any trial, camed 
him to be beheaded. 

Afterwards he met the Prince of Cellamare near 
the church of St Joseph. That nobleman was chief 
postmaster of the kingdom, a discreet and well- 
tempered prince ; and to him Masaniello address- 
«d himself, saying, ** If he knew any one, though he 
were the greatest potentate in the wortd, who €»> 
voured Mataloni, he would chop off his head. " A 
little after, there passed by the Duke de Castel di 
Sangro, Don Fenante Caracciolo, a cavalier of high 
esteem in Naples, who, not using any complimMit 
towards Masaniello, he ran a great hazard of his life ; 
lor he made him come suddenly out of the coai^ 
telling him that a new Elect was to be made over 
die five piaezas of the nobles ; and he would pub- 
lish an order, that they who deserved that degree 
should go decently dressed, and that the cavaiien 
who were sellers of votes should retire to their 
dwellings barefooted ; and so be dismissed him. 
This being done, he went to the King's stables. 
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and there beisg many hones there, he said, ** These 
are particalar men's horses;" but the grooma 
told him, they bekwiged to the King, and that the 
Lord Carlo Caraodolo, the chief master of the 
hone in the kingdom, had the charge of them« 
He aslEod^ '' What Carlo ? What master of the 
horse ? Am not I oTery thing ? Not acknoW'^ 
Mging any eee. " And saying this, he took for 
himself and his friends nz of the best horses; bnt^ 
before he had bronght them half-way to the market* 
place, recollecting himself, he sent them bade te 
the stables. At the same time he despatched a 
hand of armed m^i to the hospital, and to the 
4^nrch of the Zoocolanti, commanding that the 
goods of the YisiUnr-Greneral of the kingdom, Don 
John Ponae de Leon, should be carried to the 
narket-place ; bat he retorned them again, when 
he was told of the kisses he had given his ne^ 
^ew in the Castle ^e day before ; yet he tcAd 
Urn there would now bet no neoensity for a Visitor- 
Greneral, because he himself would look well e* 
Bough to the abases of things, and to the publia 
i&ieves of King and country. 

After dinner, he sent a peremptory order to 
Dob Ferante Caraccicdo, that, under paui of deathi 
and the burning of his palace, as he had not in the 
mormng come out of his coach to do him reve* 
reaee, that he should meet him in the market* 
f^ace. He sent also another message to Don Car* 
lo Caracdolo, master of the . King's hone, te de 
the like. They answered prudently, that they 
would do what he desired ; but hddiag it deroga* 
tory to their honour, instead of going to the market" 
place, they went to the Castle te conq>la]n to the 
Viceroy, and deplore thealiject and sad oondition 
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mio wliidi tliey urare plnngedy with all iSbe lest d 
^ NeepolitaB nobiUly andgeatty. HaiviBg^n* 
lated onto him the airogant message sent Uiem by 
Masanidloy they said they had lesolined to dit 
soohot than to live in snch baseness and serritiide; 
for it was a great stain to their repntatioa to smSa 
him to mle so long. ' ' - I 

The Viceroy was extremely vexed to hear ef 
each grioTances ; but he dnrat not appfdiiend Ma- 
saaiello, as be was well supported by the inlialBat- 
«d people all in arms. While they were di8oaiire« 
ing on the means how things might be remediady 
GenoFino and Arpaja eame into the Casde, wmI hit* 
terly complained also against Masaniello. The fint 
spoke yery despiteMly of him, sapping tbat he Homid 
Ifilmself eyery moment in no small dinger of hii 
life, even more so than he was in the time of the 
Dnke of Ossuna. Arpija also had- has mertifica- 
tions ; he pnblidy receiyed a box from Mefiaiiiettau 
All people were terrified at him, and affixMrted ; 
yet ihey knew not how to remedy theraaeltea^ 
haying at his deyotion 150,000 men well anwd^ 
ahhoi^h the greats part, and the moat civil, hasad 
Mm, especially since the JSoaday eyeniag^ en m» 
count of his inhmnan cruelties. It was therafttt 
determined, by the advice of Genoymo and- A«w 
paja, that all the people should make their addreases 
to the Viceroy, and assure him, that tbey not only 
disliked, but hated the tyranny of Masaniello, and 
would not obey him any longer ; provided they 
were assured of the observance of their privileges 
already granted. To tbis the Viceroy readily c<m- 
fiiiented, and promised the confirmation of them by 
pnbKc ban at the Piazzo of St Augustin. But a 
great number fearing the frowns of Masaniello, 
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catM not thitfaer. Two letohred to chaia luniy 
4iiid keep him in safe custody all the residae of lus 
life in some castle, for they were not inclined ta 
put him to death for the things he had done fidr 
the public good ;• but he was gone on another ex* 
cnrsion to Posilipo. 

When Masaniello bad returned from Posilipo, 
he went to the office of the galleys, and provided 
captains and other commanders for them, though 
dny were far from' the port ; and thence proceed- 
ing to kis house in the market*place, be thieat- 
0ned difFors captains to take off their heads, as ak^ 
Genomoaml Arpaja, because they had not attend- 
td him that day. Nay, he threatened fire to tbo 
vhirfe dty, because he perceived they bad lost the 
former reject and obedience which they were 
vont to ahow bim. 

• Being extremely hot, he threw- himself into the 
a0a*water in all his clothes; and having come out 
again,. he began to shake his sword up and down, 
ai|d do (fivers mad pranks ; nor could any, not 
ivan the Archbishop himself, bridle him or keep 
him within any bounds. The captains of the peo- 
pis were now constrained to apprehend him, and 
place htm in confinement, with a band of eoldiera 
for his guaid, in his own house. 
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THE TBI^TH JOAY. 

Tuesda^f July I6th 1647. 

Next dayy being the ieasl of tbe Virgin •£ Car- 
mine^ a day of very great devodon anMmg tlie 
Neapolitans, e8{Nici«ily tbe common peofik^ Ma»- 
anieiloi hanog escaped from bis keepers, entered 
tbe church, which stood near the great market- 
place. The Archbishop had scarcely etttered^ 
when Masaniello, meeting him in the &oe» aaiiL 
^' Most eminent Lordi I perceive now that tbe peo- 
ple will abandon me, and go abont to deprive am 
of my life. I desire that, for my oonsolatioo» 
9nd of aU this people, a solemn cavalcade maf 
be made, together with the Viceroy, and all the 
tribunals of the city, to this most holy Lady; 
for being to die, I shall then die contented ; then* 
fore, I beseech your Eminence to send thia let- 
ter to tbe Viceroy. '' The Archbishop embrao- 
^ bim» and, much commending his devotion, a- 
stantly sent a gentleman to the palace with tbe 
letter to tbe Viceroy ; and going afterwards to the 
great altar of the Lady of Carmine, he leaned 
there, intending to chant mass, the church being 
crowded with people. Masaniello, going up the 
steps of tbe altar, took a crucifix in his hands, 
and recommended himself with much tenderness 
to the people, that they should not forsake him 
after what he had done for them ; narrating the 
difficulty of the design, the danger he had en- 
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CMttUredy Ae intred of so many thoosands by 
raason ^Mf his §eiy pmiiBfaineBtB, and tbe eonclii- 
aaan at hat ^ tfae whole business in diat veaey 
icfanrah. A Httk while after, he fell into a rav- 
img it ; accnsang himsdf of the badness of his 
past 1^ and oKhorting everyone to make the like 
eaafiMHion befone the feet of bis ghostly father, 
tliat Ged's aager might be appeased. But as he 
ottered many iid«enlons expressions, some sa- 
vouring of heresy, his gwtfd fonook him ; and the 
Aichbishep not endnrtng to hear him, being in tbe 
Tery aot of oelebrating the mass, he persuaded him 
to go down* Mass being done, he pnwtmtod him- 
0ehP at the] Archbifiliop's feet, praying that be would 
please to send his ehaphdn to the Castle, to adrer* 
tise the Viceroy that he was willing to renounce 
his command. This the Archbishop promised to 
<b, mA earned him to he condnoted to a dormi- 
tory to repose a while, thinking him worthy of 
C0lI^)as8ion s so tbe Bishop letnraed to his palace. 
In the mean time, Masantello baing refreshed, h«d 
^one «Ht into ft great hall, and as he was kanbg 
•ver a balcony to take the fradi air, some hardy 
penoiis nished in, aeoempenied by a great muhi- 
itnde, who, faavtag first entered liie Chwch of Car- 
mine, died aloud, ** Let the King of Spain IttCy 
and let none hereafter, nnder pain of lUe, obey the 
eommaads of Masaniello ! " Going thenoe to the 
doister, wider pretext to speak with Masmiello, 
and negotiate with him, they found him almost all 
alone. He hearing some one crying MasameHo, 
the unlbrtmuite wretch advanced to those who 
were conspired to despatdi bim^ ** Ye go per- 
haps in search of me ; bdiold, I am here, my 
people. '' Pkesently, Salvador and Cario Cataaee^ 
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two W»di€n» ABgelo AiAsoniMHand JkndnftBpHH, 
•diwbMgad their moakeC-filiots at him ; flodbe fell t^ 
ea the eeith, crying* after the fint shoty <f Ah ! ua- 
gnteful tnutOTs! " A batcher then came, in and 
cat off his head, which, being put upon a lance^ tiwy 
went into the Chordi of Cannioe, where wen 
10,000 people, and thence to the markefe*plaee, 
crymg out, .<< Let the King of Spain live, aad, 
•der pain of death, let none hoieeforth name M 
niello 1 MaMniello is dead I Masaaiello is dead! " 
and discharging many archibnzes, the commcm peo- 
ple were so a&ighted that they lost their coiin|^ 
Thex assassins now went seciuely up and dovrSy' 
with his head upon a. pole, and the hoya. dragging 
his body along the public streets, where mtmmy was 
thrown to them that drew him by many «^ the 
. gentry, who all this while durst scaroe look ooit of 
4heir houses, or appear abroad publielyt hut who 
now got on horseback, and went to the Castle to 
attend the Yiceroyy and offer their congratida- 
tions. The Archbishop, after he had left the 
Cannine, had scaroe reached his own palace» whesa 
the tidings of Masaniello s death were brought him, 
wbidi made him also go directly to the Castle, to 
acquit himself of those duties of congratulation 
. which were due to the Viceroy. Strict ordeca were 
instantly smt abroad, that the street-captains abonld 
he in complete readiness, at the command of the 
. Viceroy, and that they should not obey any one 
.«lse whatsoeyer. The Viceroy also ctflnmanded 
.toi^prehend the accomplices of Masaniello, his 
wife, hm sisters, his kindred ; - who, beings all 
ttade prisoners, were brought up to the Caatle. 
And because his brother Matteo was gone to fie- 
nerento with more eonqiany, to take, as it 
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"g^reik 0iit) tile Doke of M Al^loni, tli^re were arm* 
ed bands despatched thither to apprelieiid hioi, 
^md eoiidiiet Mni to Naples ; which wm done, and 
4k& was oomnitted to the Castle ; though aAer^ 
wwds, to please the people, he and others were 
<iiet«t Hb erty. l%ere were armed bands sent also 
«• tiie maricet-f laee, to resferam the people, and 
'guard the ^aods ^Mt were tibeire deposited. 

llnae good oniers being gt^en, tk» Viosrsy w«s 

« ri i w» ed by the Archbiflliop, and by all the nobi- 

iity and aninisters, to diow hknseif pablidy np and 

ii»wn the etieett ; wiiereiipoa he, anoantcd 'On%orse^ 

%Mk, aeeorapaaled-byhis BcnMtenoe, aMd sMended 

liyjdl the ceiKnsellovs,«niMster8,offioei«, nobility and 

tgi^ntry, withall the tribanals, and being weH guant- 

«4 wkh htme bM infantry, tbey went %» t^ diief 

-ciMSich; to giine G#d thanks, and 4he inbst-glerioNaB 

IV i o < ci!ftor of Naples, St GoHnarro, whose My bead 

Had %lood were tafeen o«t and plftoed upon li» 

kigfa attar, wbwe e A ti a o gd inary ^anks were ^mm 

for the tranquillity ^i^Hch was re-obtained by the 

-daaNili aof «o base a ^llow, who, by the secret jadg* 

'fluents of God, had made l^mself so #lirmidali^ 

IJHiit he tern&od the wholo ci«y. 

•From^e cfaareh the eondcade proceeded to 4^ 
flnotcet-place, where the ¥iceroy ^d again, by 
•floand of tiwnpet, eon&n ikie pvivikgeA gta n md 
4>y Ohwiles ¥., •foeether wfl^ the caypknMaoa. 
^He was reoei<ved with ^xWene 'demonstialiMii of 
J0y'by«H thepeople, who ioadlycneid oat, *^ Let 
the King fire ! live the Ihke of Anm 1 " and o- 
4heis «dded, '^ Let FSlomailiio lif^ the festerer of 
'ilia ootiiiiry^ peace I ** They also gave iba^«lx> 
the'LMly^f «CMMme ; iben returned to ^CMtfe 

<j2 
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^m7J<yfi«^ Md aftenvards eveiy one weoft to Im 
awn home. 

The Bbops were now enddenly opened, the Sfpi^ 
nkh soldiers took their aims agidn, the gnaidi 
4)ifpened up and down xetamed < to tbek fomer 
fNwtSy and that in the Castle was redoubled with 
Walloons. Erery one with rerermice eabmittad 
to the Viceroy, to whose prodenoe, patience, and 
dexterity, joined with the vigilanoe and indaitti|^ 
able assistanoa of the Archbishop, the preaenqar 
tion of thai city aoay be attributed. Indeed^ If 
that prriate had not strongly and indnatrionaly i» 
terposed ia the business, the whole city would 
haire been destroyed with fire and awond. Has 
appears irom a letter written by a Nfiapnlifa 
cavalier> one of the greateat palriots of the ci^ 
to one of hia friends resident at Rome, wbevein 
also there ia a relation made, how St Geannnu^ 
the protector and patron of Naples, appearadt 
which prognosticated peaee^ tranquillity attd hap- 
pineani to the Neapolitan people. 

On account of the treaty, many nobka ami car 
▼alieia wme seen passing every day along the 
streets to the Castle in their ooachea, ohauriny 
•themselTes^o the peofde, from whose eight ifaej 
had caieAdiy kept themselves before. The^adna 
alsei^peared in their former dresses, D^cbla** 
. BMriy they dunt not do, by reason of MasaaieUe's 
order to the contrary; yet they moderated thor 
espenBes and tnon^ especially those whO'Wvae 
■used to gain by the gabels. 

The head and foot of Don Peppo Carafit aa- 
maining atill enfosed to puhlie view m aa mm 
grete» upon the gate of St Gennam, with an i»> 
scffjptioD, << This 18 the he»d of Don Peppo Canffn 
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dl Afstabiiii trftHor to his eomitry, and of Uie most 
Mtiifal people of Naples." Scarcely had the rtf* 
mam goae abroad of the death of Masaniello, when 
ftttP^entlemeD allied to llie hmily of the Mata- 
ImOf ▼entoied to go boldly to the saidgate, and 
in 8 commanding way, though there were 1000 
floldien present, they got a ladder, and climbing up, 
fatoke the iitm grate with ik» inscription, and took 
out the head, which they carried in a silver bason, 
«0Fered with a silk towel, and faronght it to the 
«harcb of St John de Pdrta, deliyering it to tibe 
e«rat»of that chnrcb, John Baptista Jnlina. Af* 
terwards'they caused it to be pat in a leaden box, 
attd an atfdientic instrnment made ad fiUuram rei 
memoriamy by a public apostolical notary antho- 
asBed by the Conrt of Rome, called Don Maria de 
Jdiifl* ' Th0 nameo <rf the ftmr gentlemen who did 
thw hnd^r act, which names are insoted in the 
said instrtiment, were Griiolamo Ijandara, brother 
to'the Dnke of Maxano, and the Cavaliers Gastani, 
sons to Carrafesca, Don Seipion, Pietro Antomo 
RMddi, attd Gio Biqptista d' Affiitto. 

lit will be lecoUected that Masaniello, a lit- 
tie-beiiBte Ine death, began to feel the pnlsesof th^ 
ifdMst men; 1^ and down the dty, demanding elf 
^dtsfflinaiiy thoosaads of crowns, because be pnr^ 
posed, as ho^ gaife otst, to present five millions of 
gbld*tOitbe King, wMch he had alreadf promised 
to* Ua Eso^Jency by way of donative. That 
mm was to be raised oat of the money found in 
the burnt houses, and contribution of the chief 
BMrshants afid'Ct^zens of Nicies, which he would 
fauru flffBOted- witlmi a few days, had he not died ; 
thsrainre^ it was questioned whether his death 
tnriad'moie to^ the sertice or disservice 6f Spain. 



jtmR G«8p«r Roometf a rieb Flemkigy mk», to pn^ 
««ftt the &uig ef k» be«to» «e«t li^iiOOO cswwMM 
MattaoMoy aad ithea mtiMd to abMwe fo>«r niki 
fonl; of the ckf , si a pkiee isftlM La B«na» raiijiii 
mkh him all his best nuwreaUesAiid g t odto ke Imi n 
>hpjAB. Tol^iBercbiDilhea||i«eett(SanB»G6»- 
v«no^ ^ the Caiwia^ a grMnt^oofident •£ ham^ ^ 
•aiae Tuetdaf, the 4af that be ««a i^a, «itii«ft 
4>rder ia writmf, at «ight iviifveof ha ti«s t»«a»- 
Mlga BWto him ^OdO aMimis for the MrvioftioC Ms 
.CathoUe Majeaty, «iipoe he had ^v>mttO ridi 01* 
of good ba^ains he had &»!» idhe ViiSBtiiPfB #Piia 
4iiiie.4o time. Roomer a a uld nel M httm tmvtmi 
.the «oiBpl{ryig with his deofevi, aadtobej thtaa^aa 
iie 4aUvesed ao iwioh ^gfokl ia osadiyBiOBe^ tv^iha 
ffpeaftenger^ who, learimig a raeei^pt behiMl bioiy Md 
jsatoEaiag 4o Nafulas, «iMlaraiaMl» as ii# fsusad a 
Jitt^ churoh near the Cansiaay arhi^lMMl happ mmi 
to Masaaietto. He idwft ^eoahiffkeil hianetf at a 
^eluoaa, aad went aitmf wkh the aw e y laRaa»>; 
but the merQhant 49etit i^iiira «p liad dnra ft»£id 
Jnm-^ot; aad at laot^ by ^ h^ of timmr of bk 
^Ktlwy for he was a friar* bo gait aolHe ffhaili lie 
<yaa, aad raiM>¥ePBd<ia»qhirfii»iPaaoy. ■ ' 

That Tuesday, ia the eynaaagiaa akaai fea 
4ioned, sras brcw^gbt to tTapht 4)ha beatkar of^k 
•aaid MasaaieUo^ «bA ^oinarfttnd fmeoMT'vto the 
^Castle, together irath bk another* Aa ibay fttmtdy 
j9i\ «fiied «ut, <^ Raanv naaaa ikr *beX<ady Da oka M 
«fiSai*da!' With the hio4ep of MaMioila 
fbroi^ifht (foHT heads of bia>oaaB{NnicMi, 
Jiot yield th^Melvnw,. \mii fodoB aeiiitaBoe -mA 
jwasd^et"s)iot, and nioe wu»,ifibgak>a)ir^ike^ 
wpre mprtaUy wamMtmput^^ iigbL 
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TlmB 1086 JBuid Ml MasaaieUo of Anu^hi, and 
m the mmuier which he htmself seemed te have 
anticipated, and to which he alluded at the com- 
mencement of the rerohitiooy when going np the 
market-plaee ; namely, that what he did was for the 
public benefit of the city, and that, when he had 
finished the work, he might be slain and dragged 
up and down the streets of Naples. And so it 
happened right; for having confinned the interesls 
pf the city upon Satnrday, and caused their prin- 
leges and the ooofirmation of them to be subscrib- 
ed aad sworn to by the Viceroy and all the council8» 
he was the third day after assassinated, and drag- 
ged up and down the streets ; his head thrown 
into a ditch called the Corn-ditch, and his body 
cast into another, between the gates of Nolana 
and Capoana. * 

All antiquity cannot furnish us with such another 
example as his ; and after-ages will hardly believe 
what height of power this ridicolons sovereign ar- 
rived to, whoy trampling barefoot on a throne, and 
wearing a mariner's ci^ instead of a diadem, in 
the space of a few days raised an army of above 
150,000 men, and made himself master of one of 
the most populous cides in the world* And, as if 
Foitnne, that capridons jilt, had taken delist in 
raising a fisherman above the greatest monarchy 
die not only submitted to his empire that innn- 
. meraUe rabble that always followed him, but even 
that ancient and generous Neapolitsn nobility it- 
self whose immortal exploits have filled the whole 
universe with their fame. In short, it may be a- 
▼ened without ccmtiadiction, that, neither the 

* Herd Howell's nairsdve condudes. The sequel w 
from that of F« Midoiw Xsiid. 1789l 
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«Mst IsHsidable tyraatB, nor tbe priaoeB iim nost 
i)«loyeid, irere ever lo much dreaded, or so soon 
-«^beyed, m MttanieHo was, during hb than te 
etopendoos reign. -His orders w«re withoirt le- 
-^y ; his decrees whhovt appeal ; and the destby 
•of all Naplei might be oaid to have defended opoa 
asin^e motion of his kand. 

Those who havse most dmoosly inijpiired ialo 
'-^ns great and fwdden cevolution, of whieh lie was 
'the anthor, hate for the most part looked upon it 
-as a pvre and immediMe effect of Ood'a jnd gmaata , 
f^pvho^ to chastise the avarice, the pride, and the 
barbarity of die SpaiyiAi ministere, which weve thn 
at their highest pitch, singled ont the arm of das 
poor ieherman to execnte his anger. Nor is this 
opinion withont foundation : For, if wo exaaiae 
the actions and accidents of MasanieUo's life, «re 
'Shall 'find them too extraordinary and too wonder' 
ifol, not to have been m a pecaliar manner diraoled 
by llie hand of Providence. It is reported, ihtt 
whilst he was yet in the cradle, two Oapttddas 
accadentftUy calling ki at Ins mother's hooae, one 
of ihem took him into his arms, and, having look- 
ed very stedfastly upon him lor some tinse, he 
told her, that that diihl should one day cone to 
be the master of Naples, bnt that his govonasent 
would have bnt a very short dnratimu We have 
tiheady taken notice of his ow« alhisioiia, xo- 
Iflling to bis death, together with the cause, time, 
and manner of it. Bnt, what will raise oao* ad- 
miration most of all is, that he^ who had never hod 
any edocatton, and who had always passed aonoag 
those of his acqiiaitftancs for a mere fool, was all 
on a sadden seen to act and to speak fis if fae. had 
been conversant in pidlidos, and the mam^eaaatit 
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of i^iiblie affiurs. And indeed^ with bow wach 
wiadom did he not make and mainteiny in tbei 
Tery beat of the cuDftmotions, the most useiiil cff- 
den and regulations that the wisest Icgiehitetni 
and the most experienced generak could erer bo 
capable of ? With what art and address did be 
not insinuate^ himself into the hearts of so mauy» 
thousands of men, by far his superiors, encouragia^ 
the fearful, «Ktolling the bold, reproaching thcr 
eoward, and most pathetically describing t» att 
the miserable state of thek country, groamng u»« 
der the heavy exacti(M»s of ptoud and avaml- 
ous ministers, and animating them to reroigK^ 
and redress themselves ! Cardinal Filomarinoy 
Archbishop of Naples, acknowledged, that ia 
the several conferences he had with him rdative 
to the treaty of accommodation^ he had offeea 
been amazed at the solidity of his judgment* 
and the snbtilty of his contrivances. In short, let 
OS but reflect upon the greatness of that enter-* 
prise which he projected, and executed for the 
good of his country : That indefatigable assiduity 
with which he applied himself to it, which robbed 
him of the hours of nourishment and repose, and 
made him dictate to seven secretaries 'all at one 
time: That just severity, which obliging him to 
put so many persons to death, never exited it-« 
self on any whose crimes had not deserved it : 
But, above all, that noble and generous disinterest- 
edness, which kept him poor in the midst of such 
vast heaps of wealth ; and we shall be apt to con-* 
elude with a certain Neapolitan gentleman, '* that 
Masaniello seems to have been endowed with no 
other qualifications, but such as were necessary for 
the execution of the Divine vengeance. '* 
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B«|ili8iiotjiiBty that these nflectioin. abmU 
nake us leave die head and the body of Maaaniello 
wdmried and asunder; and, after having expo^ 
the uigratitnde of the people, in foreaking their great 
deliverer, it ia but reasonable^ that we should also 
take notice of the. sorrow and repentance which 
they ^fxpressed for it, by the pompous obaequieB 
with which they honoured his remains. The day 
ifiUBiediately . following that of his death, seyei^l 
childreu, at the persuasion of some persons who 
told them *^ it was a shame that the corpse of 
him who had done so 'much for.* the good of his 
country, should be thus esposed to the dogm ** 
went and fetched his body, and after they had 
washed and cleaned it , well, carried ijt on a 
bier to the cathedral church of Carmine. At 
the same time, a young man, living in the mar- 
ket-place, called Jerpnymo Donneruma, went with 
a company of men, all armed, to look ior his head 
in the Corn-ditch ; and haying found it, he bnmgbt 
it along with him »to the same, place where the 
body was, in order to have them, joined together. 
This being done, it .was resolved, in a general as- 
sembly of .^e people, who were gathered together 
on paipose»' *' that Masa&iello deserved to receife 
the greatest honours,. as head and Captain-genenl 
, of Naples.; ''< and, accordingly, his corpse, pceced- 
ed by Bive hundred priests andreligieuse^ ami fiol* 
lowed by 40,000 armed men, and almost as many 
women, with beads in their hands, was canned 
through several of the snost public streets rOf th^^ 
city, with all the solemnities that are 4X>nunoo]y 
used at the funeral . of a martial comma^cler. As 
they passed by the palace of the .Viceroy,, hia Ex- 
cellency, to conform to the times^ sent oig)U of his 
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pi^gMy Willi tovdicB 111 tDnr bfladb^ lo BcooifijMniy 
the coqwe, and at the aametime ordend lh» Span 
idardd, iHio were thes upon gnard, to lovrar tbev 
ensignsy and salnte him as he went by. He waa 
8t last brought back again to Ae catbednd choBcb^ 
and there bnried ; v^st all ^ bella in Naples 
rang a moamfiil peal, and amidst the team and W 
mentations of an infinite midtitade 4^ wmneoy who^ 
showed so mnch respect and veneration to his dusty 
Aat one may say, that, by the effect of a popular 
hiconstancy, wMch is not to be eqnaUed, Masft^ 
niello, in less than three days, was obeyed like « 
monarchy murdered like a Tillain> and leTeiedUlm 
a saint. 

Such, theni is die history of the Neapcditans* 
from the first origin of their civil misfortunes and 
soflerings, nnder an overbearing ministry, to the 
first peiiod of tyranny and oppression among them ; 
diat is, to their being restored to the fnil .posses- 
sioti of their rights and privileges by the fisherman* 
hero. Happy for them, had they never been m<H 
lested in the enjoyment of them, and Uiat the pubKo 
fiutfa had remained inviolaile ! But, alas ! They 
Were'soon made sensible, by afiital experience, that 
the most sacred, and most religiovs oaths and 
covenants, are not strong enough to bind prineea 
Or their ministers, from acting contrary to their 
views of interest and ambition. 

Not many days after Masaniello'a death, the 
Vlcek'oy made Julio Genovino President of one 
of the ' Courts of Jnstice, and gave him, be* 
aides, several other public maiks of his fiivoar 
and esteem. The people were surprised et it; 
and they could not conceive what it was that 

vou n. X 



M 



oiibarf demmHtniMM. oi fiMf«tiii l» a nao^vHiii 
hnif wUtt the gnaleit wanndi» so Uitely «k- 
ffowad th« ntSEwt ol Ike Neap»Ktftiii» and itfmk 
att oeonioiv had^ i» g ptiticriar nnwMm» m>nifaiv> 
«d his eimilf %o tin S^ainiidt. Tbk wa* » «iy»* 
ttrytoilmn, anct tbeyvece a* » Waa t» wiriddiei 
il. Bart il waa not long before their ejus went 
•piiied, bjrthe paUtcaaioii of the pintod teeaayr^ 
inwy obaenedy dmt the favteeaftii attic&a in ki 
c a n t a inad a aaWo» which had not beea aaad to^ 
then m die CaAadtal Cliwdir aad whieby indaedw 
mde the treatf vaad aad e£ ao affect. The 
port of it is as follows : '< That all taxes aad 
helaoiftil then imposed and axaeted^ ahosdd be 
ahM>gaiad and anniiUed iai»?er ; ajBch of thenn oi^ 
}y esanpt9d^ aa weie aiiattaaed to prkate or pani* 
eahr pereonsy ^adneh shaaid always siriMist^ any 
ahttig in this treaty mentiMied to the oonlcary aot* 
wiihstandin;." Now, there being no tax in tha 
Uagdom bat what was alieaated» all the gabala 
and taxes conseqaendif remained aliU in teea; 
and this treaty, that waa concluded with ao nmch 
aolenuiity, and afterwards coaiffBied by ao many 
oaths, was only a political trick to lull the people 
arieep till the mianatry sbonhl find a fit (^porlnni* 
ty of rephmgpng' them into a state of abvery and 
aubjection. 

Bat aH erimes are not alike snccesaliil; and 
Heairen would not suffer so heinous a yiirfa- 
tion of the public faith, awom aad pledged up- 
on the altars^ to go unpnntshedk Thoae lAo 
had first discoyered the frand, immediatol^. ooa^ 
UMuucaaed it to their neighbouas ; theao again dk- 
▼ulged it to the people*. In an instant, the whole 
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chy was alarmed. Multitudes of people flodnd 
together in haste to the marl^t-place, as is usual 
in cases of public danger. They plainly perceir* 
ed the reason of Grenoyino's new preferment, and 
tbey coneluded, that he h^ sold them to the mi- 
nis^. On a sudden, they gaye a loose to their 
rage and indignation. They flew to anns ; and, 
in the first heat of their furious resentment, they 
uttered a thousand direful imprecations i^ainst the 
government, in whom they could no longer con- 
fide. This was the beginning of a civil war^ 
which, in the end, proved &tal to the Spaniards. 
The authors of it, unimproved by so recent an ex- 
ample of what an injured and exasperated people 
can do in their own defence, and the defence of 
llieir liberty, soon saw themselves and their coun- 
try involved in all the calamities and horrors that 
attend intestine feuds and dissentions. And some 
of them, by meeting with a more hasty and ex- 
emplary punishment, have left behind them an 
evcnrlasting monument of the wrath of Heaven 
against perjured and avaricious ministers. 
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■* Hum w«nt8 not wickcdnwg» but wit. 
To tnra it to tb j profit ; 
Who but a sot would batch a plot. 
And then make nothing of it ? 



Twas I waa ftin to laar thy barn, 

And broufffat it to perfection. 
I made the Sighted nation run 

To me Ibr my protection. '* 

Avoir. 

Thb namliTe on which we aze now aboat to tou- 
tore, in omdnding tibete hktoriesy is one of a 
rearf different complexion £rom those which have 
been preyionaly discaflsed, and la of yery great dff- 
ficnlty^ not so mnch from the mere recital, as from 
the mass of contradictory evidence which exists re- 
specting it. The general designation is the Popish 
Plot; thoi^h it has been sometimes termed Oates's 
Plot, and the Meal-Tub Phi. 

OaUii Pfo^has also been termed Shofietbvrifs 
Phi, because Tltns Oates was held as the main 
discoverer <tf the fiicts ; and Anthony Ashley Cooper, 
Eari of Shafiesbiiryi a fiunons politidan in the 
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reigns of Charles II. and James II., was the grapd 
instrument in inducing the nation to believe them* 
A review of the lives of those two remarkable cha- 
racters is necessary in the outset, in order to make 
the narrative more concise and intelligible* * 

Titus Oates, who was actually reckoned at one 
time the Saviour of Ms country^ was perhaps one 
of the most infeunous and unprincipled character 
recorded in history. Hewa0,h«pi about 1619, 
and was the son of iSamuel Dates, at one time a 
ribbon- weaver, and after«iru;ds a preacher among 
the Anabaptists, and, as a consequence, a forioos 
fanatic in the reign of Oliver Cromwell. \ Our 
hero was fixst sent to Merchant Ti^joifs' ^School, 
and afterwards to Claialwidgpe«. wJbei^e. he studied 
successively in two ebUeges, Caiw^Mid iSt Johns. 
It does not appearthat'hetook any degree; for he 
was wont, by way of- >r0pnNich, ^ot asftpniing the 
title of Doctor in IDivimty, to he termed the So- 
lamanca Doctor* He left the JCTniyetuty, without 

* In Amauld*8 '* Apologia pour les Catholiques^" ( Vide 
Life of Tillotson, by Nelson, p. 90), the plot is said to 
hate tfe^n a mere inv^miotir of OaMs ; ^taoA 4atf i niuly mafe 
»oNt appMMd allflnwiids t» be aotfamg else. 

f TheftHlomj^ ncnict of the father of this-maii, who 
nust not be confounded with Samuel Oates, or (^tesVbf 
Norfolk, Rector df'Mslrshilm and'Sotith'KeppeSjiBBtf oift* 
ginalfy of Corpus OhtfMi 'GoHege, 'OB*ibiid9e,4&'Min 
SobaErd** Histoty, vei.liii. -** Being chspIairi'toAXf^ai^t 
vOf.GMn»wdVa forces in Scotland, be waaihere clapt j^ in 
.prison upon Oveiton's plot against the usurper. SiitliiT- 
ing the good forlune to escape, upon ^e min^*s netftint- 
tion, he conformed to-^e -churoh, «Bd got ^^tbeJi^ilMg iftf 
HoiBiivgsIn Sussex, iPirtiin»<he'Cf)miniied%l,hi^*^U0lit fit 
to mtitin to bis Ibrmer Anabi^tistic^ station. ** It daes 
not apx»ear that Samuel Gate's of Corpus iCbn^^. wUo^Hnd 
early in the 17th century, was related to fidslNVCi^^AMU 
bapdst. 
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iMttw ^iaiiiiigr himafllf in any department of learn- 
ing, and was known chiefly for his impudent bold- 
iieBSy and a certain sectarian mode of canting in 
his exercises. * He coutriyed to get holy orders, 
thongh in his youdi he had freqnented a Baptist 
eonirenttcle in Viiginia Street, RatcMe Highway, 
and even held forth for some time for his father, 
who had not then conformed to the church ; and 
dMMtly afterwards, he officiated as a curate both 
in Kent and Sussex. During this period, he was 
noted for some mysterious and extravagant non- 
tense he preached respecting Christianity, and was 
also on one occaaum prosecuted for pwjury* He 
contrived to get an i^ipointment as a chaplain in 
the navy; hut he was soon dismissed for licentious 
and in^uttous conduct, j: Shortly afterwards, he 
received a qualification from the Duke of Norfolk« 
to act. as one of his chaplains ; but at this time he 
became infected with the Sodnian heresy, the pro- 
moters of which, after the RestorBtion* abounded 
in England, especially in Londoui that heresy mak- 

* The following ooooant of Gates at fliis period of his 
life 11 characteristic :— ** In the year 1664^ I was admit- 
ted into Caitts College, in the IMversity of Cambridge. 
Dnrinff mj stay there, I remember lUus Oatas #a8 ei^ 
teied in oar College by the same tekiuif that boih the 
plagns and he visited the Unnmrsity in the tame year* He 
was Tery remsrVable for a csnting fanatical way» conveyed 
to him with his' Anabaptistical education*** Vide A iie» 
dest VindtcaHon of Titus Gates, the Salamanca Dodos^ 
from Perjury, &c. by Adam Elliot, M. A. a priest of the 
Church of England, folio, apud Collection of State Tracts 
in Advocates' Library; 

I Bishop Burnet's History of his Own Times* foli^, 
▼oL iL p. 4S5. «« He was dismissed,'* sajqi that Whig Bi. 
sbopy M upon complaint of tame unnatural prao(ioeB| upt 
to bs aanied.'* 
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ioff ibsirfiEd progress ftnong tiitw6 wua ttid vMBni* 
-siastic sectaries which sprang up m the r^gn of 
Charles I.> and were tritinphant ^nriiig^the giud 
KBnrpation. For this x>fir hero was depriyied «f 
tffs chaplaincy by the Duke of KorfoHc ; «fid» Inrr- 
iiig been gmlty of imooB irregtilarhieSy lie wmt 
flQenced by the Bishop of IJhe dtocess. At lirit 
titte, says Ardideacon Echard, '^ he becatae ve- 
ry uncertain as to his principfestind reBgion, Mid 
itarfamotis as to his monds. '' Omr ^rine, darinig 
liiB residence in the NorfSoilk liunfly, had freqoeAfly 
^coursed with the Popish pfiiests who were «ft- 
tertained liietie ; and^ aifter he was deprived ttnd 
fenced, 'bein^ reduced to extreme povefty, he 
l^retended to become s Jesuit, either for bmad, or, 
ks he a f terw ards boasted, for the paipose of being 
adnntted ittto i^r secrets, %nd betraying diem. * 
A priest named Hutdiinson, who afterwarAs join* 
edtbe chvreh of En^acnd, and was a curate 'for 
tSbore a year in London, though he subsequearfiy ns- 
canted, was the person who conrersed w¥k Oiler; 
and though our hero does not appear to have been 
mucli trusted, he was thought ia hopeful conTert 
Jt was in the year 1677, that he became intimate 
with one of the Landoii clei|;y, named laiarii 
It^ng, or Tongue, a tnasi of some learning, but of 
a restless disposition, whose head was full of pro-^ 
jeeta» and his pen always ready tp be employ- 
<ed €11 tuoh itebjects. Gates at this time wettt 
imder the name of Ambrose ; he was eniertifoed 
"by Tongue, fed, clothed, and lodged at his ei- 

.pflBBQ^ as if it mepb <from mere charity* At length, 

. ■ ■ , » 

* This he always xntuntained, and protested ta Biishop 
Burnet* before God and the holy angels^ thi^t he' went 
among the Jesuits 9oleIy for this purpose. 
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Oates-B dfspoBitioiiy ke propped to w^ her^. n. 
wmd& fagrwUek be wiyukl nUist likaly; imk0 hm 
fMlDBe* The natMo, T0A999 obMrve^ wa» oid^ 
i gf w tty ^peied lo Popery; th^re wa(» a d^^y* 
rooted pnjiidice agaiwit it, wUeli pr€(|ndi«e eenld 
iMiiji b> rovsed by any plot eraWo^ «/th0rr^^ 
poatodbd. Tbaie bad beea tnaay plota a»d coar 
spiracles formed t^restewe P^^ry. The nation 
WBieaowia socb a state that the least alarfiiw^d 
cattle them ) wmd aa popery had beevir #fie» ni^ 
tespted lo be restored before^ it wsA a#t m difcel y 
tbait flone^ SAteipnse was sew hx pvogress by di#. 
Fkaesis aad Jesmts. If Oateis could psove tbi% 
it wm certain that his preferment wonld bd. gveai% 
and hi« popularity with the nation sivpb a» to se^ 
i9n its lestiBg giatitiide : And. allbei$gb tbs^e 
was no plot, yet if he could get the names of some 
Jesuits, and some information agsmst the FspistSy 
it i^ould be an easy matter to manage the rest, by 
accommodating themselves to dircumstanees. Tb^ 
Salamanca Doctor relished Tongue's ]^iaii extreme* 
ly, and pretended to be a convert to the dimrch of 
Kome. It was said that he actually became a 
Jesnity but this has been strenuously denied* In 
April ov May 1677, he proceeded to Valadolid in 
Spain, where he continued for six months, and 
then returned ; but having made no discoveries of 
conseqnence in hk iixp^dition, after staying a montfa 
m Eagknd, he went to the seminary odkge of St 
Omer*s in France, and there entered himself a stu- 
dent of the Order of Jesus* Here he was not 
imadu noticed, and he skulk^d about in great po- 
verty. It is more than probid»let however, that 
during his residence at St Omer's he might have 
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heard die Je«iiito expran themeelvw ia a 
Btmier leapecting die restorfttion of Popeiy is 
England* from the hopes they entertamed of die 
Duke of York, afterwards James 11. Nothing fiv 
ther of eonseqnenoe occnrred in the Salamnica 
Doctor's life, dU he appeared in England as the 
ichief informer in the Popish Plot. He letomed 
to London in Jane 1678, and there set ahons Ui 
contrinmce with his adviser Tcmgae. 

Anthony Ashley Cooper, Eail of Shafteshnry, 
whom Oates, in a dedicadon to one of hia wortaa, 
describes as his ** afi^donate goodfriend, and sin- 
' golar good Lord, "* was a statesman of a very do- 
iioBS character* His eondnct daring the aanipik 
don of Cromwell, when, according to ClareiidoB, 
''* he gave himself ap body and eonl " te the Fb^ 
Uam^nty induced that noble historian te eay^ thaly 

* Sliafte8bui7 was thus designated in 1679, in two of 
Oates's perfoimances, when our hero was in his glory ; the 
one entitled, «* The Witch of Endor, or tbe WitdionAs 
of the Roman Jezebel, by Titus OUes, D. Dl, Miob 
1679 ; " the other, «* The Pope's Warehouse, or tiie Mer- 
chandiae of the Whore of Rome* published for common 
good, by Titus Gates, D. D., folio. ** Shaftesbury had 
many other tracts, in vindication of Gates and hia assod- 
ates, dedicated to him. He waa the father of Aathony, 
Earl of Shaftesbury, the celebrated author of the ClMne- 
teristics. He died in 1683^ and his life was set favourably 
forth in a .small 12mo volume which appeared at the time^ 
entitled, « The Compleat Statesman, demonstrated in ^ 
Life, Actions, and Pditicks of that great BUiiialer of 
State, Anthony Earl of Shaftesbury, cootainung aa His- 
torical Account of his Descent, his Adminisuation of 
Affairs in the time of Gliver Cromwell, his unwearied 
Endeavours to restore his most sacred Majesty, his seal fai 
prosecuting the Popish Plot, " Ac. Ac. • His lit«, in *e 
Biogiaphia Britannica, is ona continuad tMn 
gyric. 
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^ be K^easne an implacable enemy to the rojnd i^ 
mWy, " He was, howeTer, in tiie correspondeiio« 
for rest<mng Charles II., and waa particularly ae* 
tive in that canse. After that period, he appears 
most prominent in the history of those turbuleiit 
tiflses. He has the credit of most actively promot- 
ing, if not of originally inventing, the exclusion bill 
against the Duke of York, which drew upon him 
the implacable hatred oi- that Prinee. It is mL* 
possible to conoeire, tbsnt a man such as Shaftes* 
bury eould be ignorant of Oates's character ; yet for 
feasons of policy, he actively promoted the belief 
ef the Plot ; and hence he receiv<ed part of the 
honour, such as it was, by its being termed Sheika*' 
hwrys Plot He wae particularly seaious in pro-* 
moting the Duke of Monmouth's rebellion, which 
Wm ike eifectof his opposition to the Duke oi York, 
and often met Monmouth, Lord Russell, and the 
other conspirators engaged in that enterprise. ** Hia 
.Virions temper, " obsenres Mr Hume, ^' iiotwitli* 
■tending his capacity,- had done great iojary to tba 
cause in which he was engaged. The riolence 
and iniquities which he suggested and encouragedi 
were greater than ever faction itself could endure ; 
9iid men could not forbear sometimes recollectiagf 
that the same person who was become so zealous 
a patriot, was once a most profligate courtier. *' It 
is said that he had the Fanity to expect being chosen 
King of Poland, and this occasioned him being 
nick-named Couni Tapskpy in allusionto a medical 
operation he had undergone when he was chan- 
cellor; he waa also styled Shifishury^ as a jest 
upon his tiile. It is a curious dreumsta&ce, which 
may l>e here noticed, that Shaftesbury wrote a his« 
VOL. ii# T 9 
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tory of his own life and times, which, when he fled 
into Holland, where he died, he intrusted to the 
care of Locke the philosopher. Algernon Sidney 
had been put to death on a charge of treason, 
gronnded on papers found in his closet ; and Liocke, 
dreading a similar prosecution, committed the ma- 
nuscript to the flames. * 

> It is not so much my intention to discuss the 
history of this turbulent and, it may be said, fa- 
natic period, as to place the contrivers and pro- 
moters of the Plots now under consideration in a 
true l^ht before the reader. There are indeed 
many things to be considered, ere we can pro- 
nounce the whole of Oates's evidence as fiction, and 
ail the persons whom he accused innocent ; for 
his discoveries were to a ceitain extent successfuL 
He was believed by the nation, he was credited 
by the courts of law and the Parliament. Yet, if 
we recollect that this man was rewarded with a 
a pension of 400/. per annum by the party which 

triumphed at the Revolution, by which party, to 

» 

* I am very well aware that it has been often veheinent* 
iy denied that Shaftesbury had any connection with Oates^ 
plot; and it has been asserted, that had it been of his con- 
triving, it would have been more consistent and credible. 
It matters little, however, whether he be viewed as the con« 
triver of it or not ; it is clear that he studiously promoted 
the knavery of Gates to promote his own puri>oses. (Lord 
John Russell's life of William Lord Russell, 4to. p. 74^ 
75.) Drydcn has described this statesmen in a strain of 
exquisite satire in his Absalom and Achitophel : 

— — — «' The false Achitophel was first 

A name to all succeeding ages curst ; 

For close designs and crooked counsels fit. 

Sagacious, bold, and turbulent of wit ; 

Restless, unfixed in principles and place, 

In power unpleasedy impatient of disgrace.** 
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mi, the Wbigs, he was applauded and defended, 
we shall be at no loss to account for the turbulence 
which characterized the opposers of legitimate autho- 
rity, however much that authority may have erred* 
For William of Orange had undoubtedly formed a 
design on the English crown before the Revolu- 
tion ; and hence can be easily explained the pro- 
ceedings of his partisans, the enemies of James II, 
— their promoting Monmouth's insurrection, their 
strenuous endeavours^ to exclude the Duke of 
York from the succession, and even to procure his 
banishment, and their anxiety to excite the nar 
tion ; which circumstances, and former treasons by 
the l^apists, had given them too much occasion, 
by continual rumours of plots and. conspiracies, to 
attempt the re-establishment of the Popish Churclv 
It would be needless, in these narrow limits, U^ 
enter minutely into such an interesting discussion 
as it must be on the history of that eventful 
period ; and it may be sufficient, therefore, to ob- 
serve, that the nation being divided into two great 
parties^ the defenders of legitimate right, and 
those who wished to promote the Whig principles 
and the accession of William of Orange, supported 
as the latter was by the sectaries, and legions of 
enthusiasts both in England and Scotland, nothing 
could be of greater advantage to the Whig or 
Change party, than to keep the nation in a cpn- 
tinuai state of alarm, by vague and fearful rumours, 
as had been done with too much success in the 
reign of Charles I. ; and had it not been for the 
machinations of that political party which after? 
wards triumphed at the Revolution, and for the 
recklessness which they manifested to further their 
purposes, the Popish Plot would never have been 
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iurtched by Oales and Tongue ; the Meal Tub do* 
jcamehts would have remained undisturbed ; the 
Ryehonse Plot would never have been contrired ; 
•nd Lord Russell, Algernon Sidney and others^ 
would have kept their heads on their shoalden. 
For it is of no use to tell us, that the doctrine of 
Hie Jus divinum induced the clergy of the Church 
of England to decry the Popish w Oates's Plot, 
because, during the existence of the Common- 
wealth, they had been, in comn^on with the Pa- 
pists, equally oppressed by the Fanatics, and had 
therefore a natural kindness towards each other. * 
It is true both the clergy and the Papists joined 
in hating the Fanatics ; the former from their land- 
able opposition to schism and extravagance of 
every form ; the latter from their detestation of 
heretics in general, with whom, however, accord- 
ing to their usual practice, they coupled the Chuich 
of England ; and past experience had taught them^ 
notwithstanding Ute numerous treasons whidi the 
Papists had attempted, that while the mmoor of 
a Popish plot was industriously circulated by the 
Fanatics, they themselves mig^t be plotting some- 
thing against the Church of England. The con- 
duct of those immortal seven bishops^ whose names 
are imperishable in the annals of their country, 
abundantly proves, that while the Church of Eng^ 
land hated Popery, from which she had been re- 
formed by the blood of her noble martyrs^ she 
nevertheless made conscience of legitimate antlM^ 
rity, which ought at all times to be treated with 
reverence and respect. 

* See Ibis subject discussed in the Collection of Sute 
Tracts^ published during the reign of King Wjltiam, 
vol. iii. foMo^ London, 1706. 
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It will thas be seen how for the siiople evi* • 
dence of Oates, Bedloe, and the rest of their as* 
sociates, was entitled to that credit which it re- 
ceived. After Oates's return to London from St 
Omer's, Tongae and be proceeded to take advan- 
tage of the public mind, already sufficiently ex- 
cited by suspicions of the King and the Duke of 
York being industriously circulated. Under the 
pretence of secrecy, or feeling it necessary to be 
private, those two men took lodgings at a place 
called Foxhall, on the Surrey side of the Thames, 
which belonged to a person named Lambert, on 
which account, the house in which they met wais 
afterwards designated the Plot-House. Here 
Gates's narrative was formally drawn out, consist- 
ing of forty-three articles in the shape of deposi- 
tions, but without any person's name prefixed. 
The plan or narrative follows in as condensed a 
form as possible, by which we shall be enabled to 
form our conclusions. 

The professed design of the whole, according 
to Oates, was, to re-establish the Popish religion,, 
and utterly to Extirpate Protestantism, root and 
branch. The agents in this grand conspiracy were, 
L Pope Innocent XL, who, in the Congregatio 
de Propaganda Fide, in the presence of 300 per- 
sons, in the month of December 1677, had de- 
clared England and its dependencies to be part of 
St Peter's patrimony, and at the disposal of his 
Holiness. 2. The English Cardinal Howard, who 
was appointed to take possession of England in 
the name of his Holiness, and was made Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, with a reservation of 40,000 
crowna per annum, for msdntaining his authority 

y2 
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as Papal Legate. 3. Various persons who w^e 
constitated Bishops of the Sees in England by the 
Pope. 4 John Paul de Olira, general of the 
Order of the Jesoits in London. 6. Pedro Je- 
ronymo de Cordnba, Provincial of that Order in 
Spain, who was to procure money and other aids 
horn the Spanish government, and who was to 
miwepresent the English King's actions in all 
possible ways. 6. Father La Chaise, a Jesnity 
Confessor to the King of France, with whom one 
Coleman • maintained a treasonable correspondence. 
7. Whitebread, the Provincial of the Jesuits in 
England, the Benedictine Monks in the Savoy, 
London, numbers of Jesuits and Seminary Priests 
Aen in England, who were acquainted with the 
Plot, either in whole or in part ; several noblemen 
and lay persons of rank ; and even the Queen and 
Ae Duke of York were said to be concerned. 
The means by which the conspiracy was to be 
accomplished were, first, to kill the King, which 
was to be done in various ways. Two ruffians, nam- 
ed Groves and Pickering, undertook to assassi- 
■ate him. For this service the latter, who was a 
man in easy circumstances, and withall &/anaH(^ 
was to receive as a reward 30,000 masses ; while 
the other, who liked more tangible remuneration, 
was to be paid at the rate of a shilling per 



• This tnan had been formerly Uie Duke of York's Se- 
^etary, and was at that time secretary to the Duchess. 
He carried on a correspondence in ^he years 1674, 1675^ 
and 1676, between Oie Duke and the French King, 
through the means of Fathers Ferrier and Ia Chfwe, 
th^latter of whom was termed by Gates le Shee. (Lad 
4iAm RusseU's life of William Lord Bussell, p- 750 
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whicli would, of conrw, amount to 1500/.* Lest 
this plan should fail, two Benedictine monksy nam^ 
ed Corners and Anderton, aided by four Irishmen, 
were to stab him ; or, lest this should ako fail, Sir 
Geoi^ Wakeman, the Queen's physician, under- 
took to poison him^ as a reward for which he waa 
to receive 15,000/., 5000/. of which was entered 
in their books as part of the payment. They were 
next to make use of the Duke of York's name, 
and he was to receive the three kingdoms from 
the Pope, to pardon the re^cides, and to extirpate 
the Protestant religion, if he complied with these 
conditions. They were to set fire to London, 
Westminster, and all the principal cities of the 
kingdom, when the King was killed, and, by lay^ 
ing the blame on the Presbyterians and Fanatics, 
would thereby induce the adherents of the Churck 
of England to fall on the extravagant schisms* 
tics, and aid in their extirpation. There was to 
4>e a general massacre of all the Protestants ; an 
army of 50,000 men was to be raised in London, 
to cut the throats of 100,000 Protestants; 10,000 
French soldiers from Flanders, and 30,000 pH- 
grims and lay-brothers from Spain were to assist 

* '* But this scheme misgave ; because, according to the 
evidence, the conscientious and opulent Mr Pickering bad 
furnished himself for the exploit with an old pisto^ the 
cock whereof was too loose to hold a flint. Another time 
$hey were to come to Windsor, to execute their bloody 
purpose with sword and dagger, but could find no better 
conveyance than miserable hack horses, one of which be- 
came lame, and disconcerted the expedition. Such at leaU 
fifaf the apciogy made by Oatesfor not appearing when a 
party were, ujjan his iftformation^ stationed to apprehend 
them. " — Sir Walter Scott's Notes to Dryden, in his edi«> 
^ion of Dryden's Works, vol. ix. p. 2G2, 
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them ; in Ireland, Talbot, the Popish Archbishop 
of Dablin, had received that kingdom from the 
Pope, and his brother was to command there 
70,000 Papists, besides auxiliaries ; the massacre 
of 1641 was to be repeated ; the Dake of Or- 
mond was to be assassinated ; the Pope was to 
contribute 300,000 crowns ; and the French were 
to supply men, arms, and money. In Scotland, 
where the dregs of the fanaticism of the former 
age had fermented sects of fierce enthusiasts, atid 
where large conventicles were daily held among 
the mountains, by men whom persecution had ren- 
dered homeless and frantic, it was merely deemed 
expedient, according to Gates, to foment the fanatical 
commotions, by certain Jesuits disguising them- 
selves, ^nd proceeding thither, holding forth in 
field conventicles to the people, for the purpose of 
districting the government. 

This gigantic conspiracy, in which Gates and 
bis associates dealt so largely in round numbers, 
imd scrupled not to maintain most boldly the most 
magnificent projects, was not concocted in the 
above form at once, but at subsequent periods, 
end was disclosed in repeated examinations. It ia 
very curious to observe, that there was not the 
subtest document produced to prove this mighty 
«nterprise, save Coleman's Letters ; yet, when 
Gates and Coleman were confronted, the former 
did not know him at first, though he bad charged 
him with being particularly active in the conspi- 
racy. But those Letters, which purported to have 
been written to La Chaise in 1674, 1675, apd 
1676, had evidently very little connexion with 
Gates's contrivance. It has been remarked by a 
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Wkig writer,* that << it was not material wbediir 
Oatea was a man of truth or not, the papei^ 
[Coleaouoi 8 Lettera3« without Oates's farther erif- 
deoce, proving the design." This, however, is 
not to the point. Oates was an adventurer, a 
man of abandoned morala ; and his evidence waa 
ao contradietor^r, that nothing but the peculiar 
43ircumstanee8 of the nation, at that time more 
than ordinarily excited, ensured for him any cre- 
dit. But it certunly does appear from Coleman's 
eorre^Kmdence, though Oates knew nothing of the 
matter, that there was some design on foot among 
the Jesuits to attempt the re-establishment of Po* 
pery. '* We have here a mighty work upon our 
'InndB, " he says to La Chaise, ** no less than the 
conversion of three kingdoms, and by that, per- 
haps, the utter subduing of a pestilent heresy, 
which has a long time domineered over this north- 
em world. There never were such herpes of suc- 
cess, since ijie days of Queen Mary, as now in 
our days. " He proceeds to anticipate great things 
Cram the Duke of York's well known reUgious prin- 
ciples, f There ii, however, every reason to con- 
clude, that Oates knew nothing of this but by 
vague rumour; and accordingly, he might start the 
whole affiur, from the very principle which is hap- 
pily expressed by Mr Hume respecting the Romish 
Church, or rather the Order of the Jesuits, that 
** such zeal of proselytism actuates that sect, that 
its missionaries have penetrated into every, nation 
of the globe ; and, in one sense, there is a Popish 

• State Tracts published in the Reign of King Wil- 
liam, vol. it folio, p. 9. 

f Httme, tol. viii. p. 74b life of Loid William Bin* 

sell, bj Lord John Russell, p. 75, 76. 
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plot piHrpetnfllly canying on against all states, IVo- 
testanty Pagan, and Mahometan. '* Had Oates s 
infonnation proceeded from any other source bat 
mere surmise, he would have been much more 
cautious in his story. For the Catholics could 
gain nothing by the assassination of Chades, 
whom indeed they suspected to be theirs at 
heart ; for though he was a latitudinarian in religiop, 
be was strongly suspected of being friendly to 
the creed of those countries where he had been 
sheltered in his adversity: And had the Kii^ 
been cut off by them, the succession of the Duke 
would have been something difficult. " * The Ca- 
tholics, " says Sir Walter Scott, " had given a 
handle against themselves, by their own obecom 
intrignes ; and it was impossible to forget the des- 
perate scheme of the Gunpowder Plot, by whkk 
they bad resolved to cut off the Jieresy in the time 
of King James. The crime of the fathers was in 
this case visited on the children ; for no person 
probably would or could have believed in the €»- 
tholic Plot of 1678, had not the same reli^ow 

* The Duke of York was well known to be an open 
and avowed Papist, as was also his Duchess, the daughter 
of the celebrated Clarendon. That lady pretended that 
she had been converted to Popery, by reading Or Peter 
Heylia's History of the Reformation. See her Motives 
for adhering to the Catholic faith, written by Herself, in 
1670, apud The Church History of England, folio, vol. 
iii. printed at Brussels, 1742. Her first motive is curi- 
ous. <« Henry VIII. *' says she, *« renounced the Pope's 
authority, because he would not give him leave to ppit 
with his wife, and marry anotlier in her life-time. " Pro- 
bably, when the Duchess recollected the circumstances of 
her own marriage, she found an analogy in her own casf, 
and chose rather to allure her Church, than run tha h»> 
sard of not being Queen, by continuing a Protestant. 
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{: zeid meditated something equally dangerous in 
I 1606. It is trae, tbe Gunpowder Conspiracy was 
s proved by the most unexceptionable testimony; 
but the plot in Charles's time rested on the oaths 
of a few bold-faced villains, who contradicted both 
I themselves and each other. " The nation, in short, 
as the same writer observes, was exasperated, by 
beii^ made the dupe of villany and credulity. * 
It is a remarkable fact, as it respects Shaftesbury, 
that on being questioned by a nobleman respecting 
die matter, he replied, '^ I will not say who start* 
ed the game, but I am sure I had the full hunting 
of it. " The design of the whole was evideiitly 
to ruin the Duke of York, between whom and 
Shaftesbury there was a violent hatred. A simple 
anecdote will prove the manner in which they 
treated each other. On one occasion, when Shaftes-* 
bury was sittmg as Chancellor, he called the Duke 
of York to order, when, passing his chair, the Duke 
said to him in a low voice, " You are an impudent 
scoundrel." — ** I thank your Grace, " replied 
Shaftesbury, ** for having called me neither a cow* 
ard nor a Papist. " 

But it becomes us to proceed to tbe mode in 

^ • Bryden's Works, vol. ix. p. 260, 261. Dryden, in 
his Absalom and Achitophel, has admitted that there was 
some intd^e on foot among the Jesuits. He says, that 
the plot was 

*< Bad in itself, but represented worse : " 
And that, 

*' Some truth there was, but dashed and brewed with lies. ** 
Coleman, when he was examined before the House of 
Commons, admitted the correspondence, but said there 
were only three men in England privy to it — the Duke of 
York, Lord Arundel, and himself. This is a proof that 
Dates knew nothing beyond surmise. 
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wbielr <be diseo^eiy was made. On Monday ikfi 
19th of Aagmt, abovt twelve o'clock, Tongue sp« 
plied himself to a person named Christopher Kir* 
by, a chemist, who was sometimes employed ill 
the royal laboratory, informing him, with great se* 
crecy, that there was a conspiracy against tb^ 
King; and ^owed him forty-three articlea in 
writing, requesting him, with the utmost cantioBi 
to reveal the same to the King. Kirby willing^ 
imdertook the business, and went that rery day 
to Whitehall about two o'clock, but could not oIh 
tain an audience, the King being then in company 
with the Duke of York. He returned to Tongue; 
and, after adviring with him what to do, it was oon- 
duded that the discoirery should be made to tin 
King on the following morning, as he walked in 
St James's Pteric ; and Kirby wrote a few linea to 
present to his Majesty. Accordingly, on ihe 1 Mi^ 
they were on the watch ; and as soon as the 
appeared, the writing was presented by 
^Sir," said he, ** keep among your company; 
your enemies hare a design upon your life ; yon 
may be shot in this very walk. ** He was oidmi 
by the King to wsit his return, when he was ex- 
amined on the mysterious expressions he had nsed« 
He said, that two men, named Grove and Pick<« 
eringy had engaged to shoot his Mnjesty^^nnd tint 
8ir George Wakeman, the Queen's physidan, had 
also undertaken to poison him. Being asked how 
he knew this, he replied, that he had seen it m 
writing the day before, in the hands of his friend 
Dr Tongue, a divine of the Church of England, 
" and, if his Majesty pleased, he would introduce 
the Doctor to him. The King of course assented i 
Tongue was introduced, and delivered a paper to 
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ibe Kiagy containing an onttine of die prelended 
ploty divided into forty-three heads; hamUy re^ 
qneetiBg, at the same time, that the paper might 
be kept secret, otherwise Uie discovery would bo 
prevented, and their lives in hazard ; farther pro* 
posing to the King, that they might have acceair 
to himnnder the pretence that they were chemists^ 
to prevent suspicion. The King answered, thait 
be was going the next morning to Windsor, and 
bad not then leisore to pemse the paper, but or- 
dered them to attend the Earl of Danby, Lord 
Treasurer, and lay the whole business before that 
minister. * They waited en Danby on the 14tfa, 
wben Kirby was ordered to withdraw. The paper 
was shown to Toi^e, and he was asked if ic waa 
tbe ordinal docnment ? He replied, No ; it waa 
a copy in his own handwriting. He was asked, 
inbo was tfele afithor, and where was tho original ? 
He said ho did not know, beyond a mere saspi^ 
eioft ; bnt tbe origmal document in his possessioti 
kmdbeen thrust under ike doer efhis house during 
the night. He was lastly asked, if he knew where 
to. ind the author ? But he answered again in tbe 
•egative ; adding, that he had seen him lately on 
the straet, and that it was possible he would soon 
meet him agmn* f 

• " Tongue, ** says Bishop Burnet, " told the King a 
loDg thread of many passages, all tending to the taking 
tmmj Ida life, which the King, €U he afitrwards told met 
knew not what to moke of ; yet, among so many paiticti- 
lars, be did not know but there might be some truth. ** 
distort/ of His Own Times, vol. i. p. 425, folio edit. 

f A Com pleat itnd True Narrative of the Manner of 
tlie 0iacovery of tbe Fopish Plot to his Majesty, by Mr 
Cfaofitopher Kirby, l/oodon, folio, 1679, p* 1, ^ 

\QJs* lit Z 
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ThsB fiur the mslter ptxseeded, Ihe Doelor re- 
markably cautious about commiltiDg binmelf ; and, 
indeed, it appeara tbat Daaby himself did not at- 
tach much credit to his story ; for, as Bam^ .oh- 
■erres, ^^ if» at first, the thing had been traoed 
quick, either the troth or the imposture of the 
whole affair might have been made to appear." 
Danby, however, was ordered to say notb^g jq£ it 
to the Duke. In the meantime, various JetCevs 
wexe sent by the post to Windsor, addressed, to 
Beddingfield, the Duke's confesseor, vho^ afiw he 
had read them, carried them to the Duke, protest- 
ing that he neither knew whence they canie^ hf 
whom they were written, or what they meant. 
They were, however^ laid befoie the King by the 
•Duke, who, having by this time received nentice of 
Tongue's information, conchided that they must 
have been written either by that person iumsidf, 
or by some of his associates. 
* It was subsequently mentioned by Tongue^ t^ 
a person called Oates had got knowiedge of the 
tconspimcy, by pretending to be a Papisty .wid 
thereby learning all their secrets, though he waa a 
Brotestant at heart. • About four days ato"the 
first interview^ Tongue again waited on the Tssa- 
surer with more information, which had been ppe- 
viously written out by Kirby, and told Danby that 
his suspicions, he found, were just ; that he had 
since met a man, who owned that he was the 
author of the papers re^>ecting the conaptcaci^; 
that he had given him another paper on the same 
subject, but earnestly requested, that \m name 
might be kq)t a secret, as the Papists woidd in- 

* King Jamefi IL's Memoirs, torn. yiii. p. .322. 



IX. TUB POLISH PLOT. $7S . 

MKbly murder Elm, were they to discovdr that he 
had mferaied. The information respecting Git>v« 
afid Pickering was renewed ; but ii^en Danfoy 
aak^d Tongue if be knew them, be cautiously said^ 
that they frequently walked in St James's Pai^, 
snd, if his Lordship would send any person with 
Imn, be was certain that he would be able to point 
them out in a little time. He was then asked if 
he knew where they resided. He replied, that he 
did not then know, but he would endeavour to in-^ 
Ibrm himself, and give notice thereof to his Lord* 
ahip. Soon after this, Danby went to* Windsor ; 
send Tongue and his associates set about digesting 
4hm plot. 

It is almost needless to follow out all the.preli* 
nnmasry interviews which those unprincipled men 
had whh the Treasurer, ere the Plot became a pub^ 
»lic question. Had it not been for the anxiety of the 
Duke of York, the affair would probably have been 
'forgotten, as many circumstances tended to con* 
vince the King that it was all a fabrication ; • but 
when the Duke heard that not only various priests 
and' Jesuits, but his own confessor, and even him- 
self, were implicated, he pressed most earnestly 
-for aniiivestigation. The importunities of Tongue 
and Kirby bad also €xcited suspicions in many ; 
and it was t^e object of those worthies, on account 
of the cool reception they met with from the go- 
v^nment, to carry the whole business before the 
Parliament, where they were certain of getting a 
hearty welcome. Notwithstanding the anxiety of 
the Duke, he could not get the government to in- 
vestigate the business till som^ time after the in- 
formation had been given. On the 6th of Sep- 
tember, Tongue and Oates applied themselves to 
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Sir EdflMiBdbiiry Go^rey, a Jitttke of the Phm^ 
in the parish of St Martm, Westminstec, who w 
Iprevailed npon to hear Oates a deposition upon 
oath. There waa in this a constderafate degroe of 
canning, as he had previously been inforaied tlMft 
he was to be examined by the ConnciL * It is 
remarkable, that the villains would not permit that 
magisU'ate to road the partieukie of the isforaaa- 
tion, pretending to him, that the King had a fr«e 
copy, and that it was not convenient it should be 
eeen by any one else. It appears, from «h^ own 
aceonat, that Godfrey was satisfied^ith this elate* 
went, and took Oates's depo«tk>ns, Tongue liaving 
the impudence to make oath that those were 
known to the King, when he'knew*very wall tiiat 
all the King or Council knew were only » few 
cmde particulars, giving an outline of the matter ; 
which outline they had filled up from tame to time, 
as they had weexk caase^ or were able to invent 
from their vague surmises. On the 27th Septem- 
lier, Tongue and Kirby were samuHmed befofre the 
Council, but it had dismissed before they appear- 
ed, and they were ordered to attend the Mfowing 
<)ay. Meanwhile, they appeared in the morning 
liefere Sir Edmnndbury Godfrey with' ntave infer* 
nation, which completed the aarralive as it was 
afterwards published, and having agmn sworn to 
it, they procured two authentic copies. They ibea 
appeared before the Council ; and after being ex- 
amined, Oatea was sent for, who, with Tengue, wm 
allotted lodgings in Whitehall, guards for thdr 

* Oates*s temporal circumstances at this time were such 
that he would have engaged in any plot, as he had every 
«hing to gain, but nothing to 16se. Kirby was obliged to 
«ipf4y htm with daily broKi 
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p«iMi»»' and a weekly sum of money for their enp- 
port. 

When we consider the characters of those- im- 
postoiSy who were themselves, in fact, the conspira- 
tors, wo cannot but wonder at the credulity of the 
age. Whether or not Oates's assertion, that the 
Jesuits had gone into Scotland to encourage the 
Fresbyterians to rebel, he true, it is needless to in- 
quire, as it is well known that the Presbyterians 
needed no additional fomenters of their prac- 
tices against the government, for they inherited a 
Bof&ciei^ portion of the inflammatory and treason* 
able spiriu In order, however, to make this grand 
contrivance more clearly understood, it is neces^ 
sary to give a brief abstract of *' the wonderful in- 
telligence," as Mr Hume calls it, ** which Oates 
conveyed, both to Godfrey and the Council, and 
a&erwards to the Parliament,'* which I shall do 
from Oates s own narmtive, published at the time. * 
The nariBtive consists of eighty-one items, with 
Oates a oath prefixed that they are all truR^ and the 
signature of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, dated 37th 
September 1678, witnessed by Tongue and Kirby, 
with other particulars, noticed in the sequel, aU 
pablished by the. authority of Parliament, and huHi- 
bly dedicated by Oates to the King ; and certain- 
ly, if ever any man was entitled to credit for inveoi* 
tioa, Oates and his associates deserve it in no or- 
dinary degree. 

It was alleged among other things, for these item» 
mast be merely run over, that certain Jesuits, whose 

* This remarkable production is entitled a ** Tnie Nar- 
rative of the Horrid Plot and Congpiracy of the Popish 
Party," &c. By Titus Oates, D.D. Folio. London, 1079. 

2 2 
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namm are giiren^ wera- in o^rrespoodenee willi wmm 
Father Suiman, an Irish Jesuit at Madrid, to fonuiBt 
the rebeliion in Scotland, carried on againrt the go- 
▼erniDent by the Presbyteriana : That Oatea 
letters to Father Sairaan on that subject from 
Jesuits : That the Seminary College of St Omer's 
sent twelve English students into Spain to prose- 
cate their studies at Valladolid and Madrid, where 
they were obliged, by the superiors of the ee* 
miuary colleges there, to renounce their allegianoe 
to Charles II., being taught that Charles II. was 
a bastard, and not their lawful King, but the sen 
of a blcu^ Scotsman .* * That various letters had 
been seen by him, in which was set forth, that if 
the Duke of York did not answer their expecta- 
tions, they would murder him as well as the King : 
That Suiman wrote to St Omera that the KiDg 
would be poisoned, and the Duke also, if he did 
not re-establish the Catholic religion : That 
letters were written by certain priests, the 
of whom were given, to procure some persons te 
despatdi the King, and to " put a period to his 
days:" That Father Suiman received a letter^ 
dated 20th July 1677, assuring him that the hosi* 
oess was or would be done, which letter Gates 
flaw at Madrid : That certain Spanish Jesuits wrote 
to two English priests, named Strange and 
offering them 10,000/, to kUl the King : That 
tain English priests wrote to St Omer's that they 
hoped to stab the King at Whitehall, or alse take 
him off by poison, for which work they were la 

* Oates pretended that this was delivered in a public 
eermOD pnached on September 291 1077, by one DaiM 
AniutroDg, who was oonnected with the Scotch CoUege 
at ValladoUd. 
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lOiOQQI;, then in the haiidi ofond Wonly, a 
jeweller in London, procored by Father Le Shesy 
f La Cbaue] : * That letters mrere sent to the said 
XeiSAee thanking him for his zeal : That letters were 
wiitten to the priests at St Omers and to Le Shetf 
infoming both parties that they had incited the 
Presbyterian fiwatics in Scotland to rebellion i 
That letters were also written, ordering that the 
oath of allegiance should be publicly denounced : 
That letters were also sent, mentioning that the 
black bastard [the King] was not to escape : That 
it "wsa said, that the King's father was not the son 
of King James, but a bastard, ^' begotten upon 
the body of Anne of Denmark by her tailor : '' 
That a Jesuit told him (Oates) that " he hoped 
to see the fool at Whitehall laid fast enough : " 
That it was their determination to fire the city of 
London. Such, with a variety of others similar, 
were the depositions of Oates. He added, that 
archlHshops and bishops were appointed to all the 
Sees in England. The names of the conspirators 
were all giren by the impostor ; and on his show- 
ingt it appeared that they amounted to ninety-one 
priests, of the Benedictine, Carmelite, Franciscan, 
Dominican, and Jesuit orders in England and on 
the Continent, all English; *^ twelve Scotch Jesuits 
lately gone into England,*' says the villain, ^' whose 
names I know not, but I know their persons ; ** 
two lay-brothers, Pickering and Smith ; eight so* 
ci^ persons, to wit. Sir George Wakeman, Cole- 
man, Groves, and a Dr Fogarthy ; and '^ four 

* ** A Spanish prorincial had expressed the like Kber- 
ali^ 3 llie Prior of the BenedictineB was willing to go the 
length of 6000/. ; the Dominicans approved of the action, 
but pleaded poverty. '* Hume, vol viii. p. 69. 
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Irrah niffiaxia. " To these were add^d some 
blemen and gentlemen who had their commiasi4 
from Rome, Lords Arandel, Powis, Stafibrd, 
BeHasis, Peters, Baltimore, Mountgarrety 
William Godolphin, Sir Francis RadclifiPe, ai 
others. Such was part of the dreadful plot Vfrbicl 
Gates, one of the ** most infamous of mankind, 'r| 
pretended to reveal ; it may be sufficient to 8af,i' 
without wading through the mass of nonsense 
which was brought forward at the time, that the 
sole object of the whole, according to the Sala- 
manca Doctor, was to re-establish Popery in the 
three kingdoms, without scrupling ai -morden, 
firings, or massacres. Bishop Stillingfleet was 
marked out for assassination, on account -of his 
controversial writings against the Papists ; so was 
Dr Poole, the author of the Synopsis ; and, says 
Bishop Burnet, Oates '* made me a complimeoty 
by informing me that I was one marked oat to be 
killed also. But he made that honour wlncb be 
did us too cheap, when he said that T<mguevnitt» 
be served in the same manner, because he htd 
translated the Jesuit's Morals into English^ " ^ 
after the assassination of the King, the Duke of 
York refused the conditions of the cons{Hiatony 
to pot James must go, was their significant ei« 
pression. 

To reason on the -utter improbability of tins 
gigantic plot, a very small part of which, fbf 
the sake of brevity, is. given here, would be 
just to assert what every one must assent tOf 
irom the characters of the contrivers^ and. the 

* This nobleman, Oates maintdned, vfos a chief coin 
spirator, and bad contributed several sums of mon^, tiw 
amount of which he pretended he did not remember. . 
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waptMwMtf stmy they teld. The Kin^ fcloMelf 
Bw w«i fally coa?iiiced of its absnrdhyy from varioiMi ' 
]di fals^MKKk whidi he detected in Oates's depoei* 
ir^, tiaite ; but it would hare been dangeTOuS) after 
'iii> the matter had been noised abroad, with inna- 
iotii metable additions by the partisans of the ▼iilains, 
^ and the sectarian fanatics, to have refused to air 
itn low aa investigation. The Earl of Danby, to<s 
loffi w1m» was in the Whig or sectarian interest^ was 
list wiUing to encoarage any romonr. And as Oatee 
le^ bad given iafonnattoa respecting the correspmidt' 
ri ence of Edward Coleman with Father La Chaase, 
js« tlMit gtentieman' was arrested, and all his lettere or 
«r pipem sheared. 

( It certainly did appear* from these letters, as 

fi kaa been formerly observed, that Coleman had been 

l( engaged in a correspondence with La Chaiae, and 

f ether Catbfdies abroad, partly on his own acooont, 

f and partly on the affiors of the Dake of York; and 

hiB seal had led Inm to use Yery intemperate exh 

pseasions in those letters. From those letters, 

meaeover, it certainly appears that intrignea weie 

carried en between English and foreign Papists, re* 

latire to the state of religion ; but it is also equally 

eeNaiatbat they did not corroboTttteOates'sstory any 

Ivther than that particular lettera existed, written 

by and to Catholics. The notorious inconsistendeB 

j ef Gates, his absurd assertions, that not only the 

i King, but the Duke, the only support of the Ca- 

^ tkolic party, was to be ent o£P, weie such as to 

I ia«ididate at onoe those docummits, in which, be* 

j aidc s^ there was no allusion to any of those pecu- 

UttT features of oonspicacies, such as massacres, 

\ -QOQfla|^atioii% assassinationsy insttrrecti<m8. Yet, 
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tboagh these things were not expressed, they wen 
most crednlously inferred. A uniyersal terror seized 
the nation ; Oates was held to be its deKverer; 
and the discovery of Coleman's letters was held 
to be a conclasire proof of the Doctor's veracity. 
The language, too, in which onr hero indulged in 
the tide of his prosperity against the Dnke, plain- 
ly intonated against whom the whole pretended 
plot was levelled. Throughout all his narratives 
and informations, he termed the Duke Rctscai, Pa- 
put, and TraitOT, ^< He will be hanged, " said 
the villain, << and I hope to live to see it : we 
will have no more regard for him than if he were 
a scavenger of Kent Street. " He hoped, he also 
said, to see the Duke at the bar of the House of 
Commons, where there had been many better men 
than he : and if the devil had a place in hell hot- 
ter than another, he hoped it would be bestowed 
on the Duke ; but honest Titus expressed no wish 
to be personally interested in, or to be a witness 
of, that very charitable elevation. It is a remark- 
able drcumstance, that during the national ferment 
occasioned by Oales's discovery, no pamphlets or 
writings appeared by Protestants to allay the tur- 
moil, and es:pose the falsehoods of the macbi- 
nators. • Some pamphlets were indeed written by 
Catholics, but these only made the matter worse, 
and disposed the nation the more to believe Oates's 
evidence, naturally concluding, that these attempts 
of the Catholics to disprove the Doctor's aam- 
tive, betokened matchless impudence to advanttte 
in disproving a thing which the nation were de- 
termined to believe as true, and which, as the 
Lord Chief Justice Scroggs said, '' was. as dsir 
as the sun. " It was, howeveri the (pinion of the 
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XfOsd Keeper Guilford, wbo thoi^t that the 
** devilish imposture " of Oates might have been 
checked by a temperate pamphlet on the subject, 
apd ^irho had actually begun to make preparations 
for such an exposure. Unfortunately that great 
man did not proceed in his design, otherwise the 
distractions of the nation, occasioned by the im- 
posture, might have ceased ; the Old Bailey might 
not have been the scene of the ^* OcUesian storms i** 
and the twelve priests might not have been *^ worried 
oujt of their lives " by the '^ fury of the people, 
whichy like a hurricane, pursued them. *' * 

The news of Oates s Plot soon spread ovjer the 
nation, and excited the greatest aiarm, confirm- 
ed, as . it was by" the disooyery of Coleman's let- 
te^Sy aod inflamed by the representations of Shaftes- 
bury and others, who opposed the Court, and were 
the enfmies of the Duke. The King»c in the. 
xaidst of the heat, Jbad gcoie.to Newmarket to 
pursue bis diversion, so little credit did he give to 
the whole narrative, leaving his Privy Council to 
investigate a business in which he desired to bare 
no copcem whatever, f Yet, notwithstanding the 
alarm which it excited, it beg^n to cool, and per- 

• liife of the Lord Keeper Guilford, by the Hou. 
Roger North, 4<to, 1742, p. 154<, 155. 

.f Tbis is proved from the private MSb Memoirs ef 
J^mes II., publiabed in 4ito, in two vols. London, 1816 ; 
from the Stuart MSS., then preserved in Carleton House, 
by the Rev. J. S. Clarke, LL.B. It is there stated, 
vol. i. p. 582, 523, « The King himself was so fully 
•^aed- o6 the vilany from the beginning, that he intend- 
ed to have nii^*d it in the budd, and hindered it from 
being made publick, which, he sayd, would alarme all the 
kingdom, and put thoughts of killing him into men*s 
heads, who bad no such thoughts before, had he not been 
diverted from it bj.thn Tnmamer [Danby]. ** 
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haps would bftve been soon forgotten, when an \ 
dent happened which completed the deluBion, aod 
rendered the nation iaciaiifole in their belief. 

On the 27th of September, Oates had ^vea in 
his depositions to Sir Edmundbmy Godfrey ; and, 
on the 17th of October, that gentleman wan foaad 
dead in a ditch at Primrose Hill, in the iiD»e- 
diate vicinity of Lcmdon, near Hampstead. He 
had left his home in St Martin s parish on the 
12th of October, and was found on the 17th with 
his sword through his bodf, his neck haTing the 
marks of strangulation, and contusions en hk 
k^easU He had money in his pockets, nBg& ea 
his &igerB, and his cane and gloves lay beaide hiai. 
Nothing could exceed the consternation of- the 
kingdom ; the Papists were immediately blaaied far 
it, as Godfrey had taken Gates's evidenee. -Ra- 
BHwn, surmises, essasskiations, insutrectienai were 
every where talked of; the city of London was 

tut in a posture oi defence, as if an amy of ihe 
ated sect were already at its gates ; mea ef aH 
parties now cordially joined in thed^nsion ; ewy 
stranger was believed to be an assaasin, or Jesuit 
ia disguise ; imd Sr. Thomas Player, the ChaB»> 
berlain of London, wisely remarkedt that were it 
not for these precautions, the oUizeni rf Lomiom 
might aUrimn8xtnu>rm9^wiiktJkir^^tfiai$cmi/ * 
All this tame Gales was Ikingiat Whitehall ia 
a prosperous manner, having guards to attend his 
person, and a pension for bis maintenance* As 
soon as the murder was knowa» he felt some dift* 
eulty in making it to bearapon his plot, aatd knew 
not " whether to bring the assassination to the 

• North'! Exsmin. 4to. p. IM)& 
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^soot/p^pBCYf or ifae conspiracy to i}a» assaBsinalion ; 
biH he cimtrired the matter with such ingenaity, 
that the nnirder became a proof, and the plot ber 
eame a proof of the mnrder» to the universal coq- 
vietioB of the public. " * Meanwhile, every arti- 
fice was employed to excite the fary of the vul- 
gar ; an inquest was held on Godfrey s body, and 
^tte decision of the jury farther inflamed the pnV* 
Mc mind ; it was positively sworn, that the murder 
«raa committed by the Papists ; the body was pub- 
licly exposed on the streets of London ; the fune- 
ral was conducted with extraordinary solemnity ; 
eeventy^two clergymen mardied before, and more 
Iteii 1000 persons after; the funeral sermon was 
preached by a clergyman guarded in the puljMJt 
by otber two i^lo»bodied divines, lest be should be 
■Mrdered in the act by ihe Papists. 

The vrarder of Godfrey must remain a myste- 
ly, nnlefls it be admitted, that, b^g of a melira- 
chply dispofifton, md aAuid of the Fiarliamenly 
for iMMrfaig comniitted a misprision of treasoB^ he 
laid ▼iokuat hands on himself, or was despatched 
hy some of the villatnA in league with Oates, to 
iMlriiUsh the troth of the conspiracy. It is impoe- 
ttUe to thmk that it was committed by the Ror 
inaa Oatholies, who would have been madmen to 
\ulv% ventured on such an act, considering the feet- 
iag excited against them in the nation. For, first, 
it wionid have done them no service at all to havo 
tevenged themselvea on Godfrey, who merely took 
the. evidence of Oatea m an official manner; and 
agaia, he was iatiniate with Coleman, then in 

' *lllr W. ScOtlfsNetsionDiTden, voLix. of DiydmS 
Works, p. 28a 
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prison, and had repeatedly stated that he did' not 
believe the plot^ and that he had taken the en- 
dence with reluctance. Besides, it appears strange 
that so many magistrates should have been flow- 
ed by the Papists to have proceeded in the nest 
Tioient manner against them for more than a cen- 
tury, with impunity, and that they should fasve 
selected the very worst time for revenging* them- 
selves on this unfortunate magistrate. So far was 
he from being so much hated by the Catholicsy aa to 
induce them to murder him, it is well known that he 
lived on the very best terms with many of them, 
and was by no means distinguished for his vigw- 
'ous proceedings against them. This is confirmed 
by Bishop Burnet. " I knew him well, " aays 
the Bishop : ^' He was a zealous Protestant, and 
loved the Church of England, but had knid 
thoughts of the Nonconformists, and' was* not for^ 
ivard to execute the laws against them ; and be, 
to avoid being first in doing that, was not iqtt'to 
search for priests or mass-houses ; so^teafoto men 
of his zeal Iwed an better terms vnih the Papuis 
Aon he did.** The Bishop observes, a little 'be* 
fore, that Godfrey was then ** entering upon a gtest 
design of taking up all beggars and putting tfami to 
ivork. ** If such were the case, and if he didnot 
lay violent hands on himself, or was despatchediby 
some of Oates's associates, which is the mora like- 
ly, might he not have been waylaid and m arder e d 
by some of those vagrants whom he had thus ez« 
asperated ? It is true, indeed, we would natondljr 
conclude, that they would have made off widi-ldii 
-money, yet such a supposition is by- no meaaiB 
improbable. 
It is necessary to dwell a little on the natarder 



of Godfrey, as this b one of the most important 
parts of the narrative. It certainly appears that 
be was considerably disturbed in mind, and ap- 
prehensive concerning his conduct in Oates' evi* 
dence. When the fact of his murder was exa- 
mined, one Mary Gibbons deposed, that he on 
one occasion visited her house, and appeared in a 
troubled state of mind. He asked her if she had 
not heard he was about to be hanged, for all the 
town waa in an uproar about him. She said, for 
what ? He replied, that he had taken Oates and 
Toogue's depositions of the plot, and yet he had 
never informed the Lord Chancellor or the At* 
toraey-General of it. She ask^d, what plot? He 
replied that Titus Oates had peijured himself, and 
it would come to nothing. * On another occasion 
be said, *^ I must not talk much, for I lie under 
ill circumstances : some great men blame me for 
not having done my duty, and I am threatened by 
others, and very great ones too, for having done 
too much. " 

It 18 evident, that had it not been for the mur- 
der of l^is unfortunate gentleman, the whole evi- 
'd^oe of Oates would have been treated with in- 
difiemnce. It appears, that Godfrey left his home 
on a Saturday ; and the last time he was seen was 
near St Clement's Church in' the Strand, about 
oae o'clock that day. His servants were surprised 
•that be did not come home, as he was known to 
be a- man scmpulously punctual; yet it was sup- 
posed that he had gone to see his aged mothor, 
who lived at Hammersmith, and who, it was sup- 
posed, was dying. But when they sent thither, 

^ JSchard'sHistoty of England, vol. ili. p. 502« 
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he had not been there. His two brothers, wbo 
lived in the City, had not heard of him ; and dur- 
ing this interval, many reports were circulated: 
Some said he bad fled for debt, others that he had 
got married ; and suspicions fell on the Duke of 
Norfolk, as it was said that he had been last seen 
near Arundel House. But whei^ he was found in 
the ditch, conjecture was at an end. Bishop Bur- 
net says he saw the body, in company with Dr 
Lloyd, and it was evident that his neck was 
broken. ** There were biany drops of white wax- 
light on his breeches, which he himself nevw used ; 
and since only persons of quality, or priests, use 
(hose lights, this made all people conclude in 
Whose hands he must have been. " * A proda* 
nation was issued by the King, offering a reward 
of 500k for the discovery of the murder ; and lest 
m similar fate might deter many from making the dis- 
covery, another proclamation was issued, declaring 
ihe most absolute protection to the discoverer. 

The Parliament assembled on the 2l8t October; 
and though the King mentioned the plot, he was 
by no means anxious to make it a subject of dis- 
enssion, as he knew the dispositions of the psrtiefl^ 
and the handle they would make of it t^ ioteriere 
in his affairsi But Daaby and Ins party thought 
otherwise. The cry of the plot was univen^ 
A form of prayer was appointed for the occasion ; 
numerous addresses were sent to the two Houses; 
the Lords Stafford, Arundel, Peters, Powis, mad 
Bellasis, wwe sent to the Tower ; and after Qates's 
evidence had been heard, the following was the 
judgment expressed : <^ The Lords and Conun^sas 
are of opmion, that there hath been, and still is, 
History of IQb Own T^nes, voL L folio, p. 429. 
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a damnable and hellish plot, contrived and carried 
on by the Popish recusants, for assassinating and 
murdering the King, for subverting the govern- 
ment, and for rooting out and destroying the Pro- 
testant religion. '' Every day the Parliament sat^ 
and did nothing else but deliberate about the jPlot : 
Committees were appointed ; blank warrants were 
drawn out for the apprehension of suspected per- 
sons ; and Oates, the infamous impostor, was ap- 
plauded by the nation, and rewarded with a pen- 
sion of 1200/. per annum. * 

Yet the credit of the plot was again about to 
sink, when another actor appeared, if possihle, stilt 
more infamous than Oates. This was one Wil- 
liam Bedloe, or Beddoe, familiarly styled Captain 
Be<lloe, a man of base hirth, and abandoned mo- 
rals, who, for his impostures and thefts, had been 
in many prisons in England, and who, by lies and 
contrivances, had endeavoured to pass for a man 
of quality, though he had begun bis career as an 
errand-boy in the family of Lord Bellasis.-f- To 
such a man, the hope of a reward of 500/. was a 
sufficient inducement ; but he took care to be back- 

* Hume, vol. viii. p. 83. 

f <* He had been noted,** says Mr Hume, *< for several 
cheats, and even thefts — ^had travelled over many parts of 
Europe under borrowed names.** — <« He was of base birth," 
says £chard, *< and worse manners — ^he was skilful in all 
the arts and methods of cheating — getting credit for 
watches^ coats, horses, borrowing money upon recom- 
mendations, bilking vintners and tradesmen, lying,** &c. 
— <• He had led,** says Bishop Burnet, " a very vicious 
life — ^he made a shift to live on his wits, or rather by his 
cheats, so tenderness of conscience did not seem to be that 
to wbidi ho was much subiect.** It is useless to enumerate 
farthei; proofs of this man s infamy, 

2 a2 




id liy the fldooDd prodaBanlidii of peisoittl protoe- 
ikMi, ere he atppeared with his iiif(niD8tk>ii. He 
had taken a sadden journey from London to &ia- 
UAf after he had been freed from prison ; and on his 
way, he wrote a letter to Coventry, Secretary of State, 
not a little mysteriously worded, the object of which 
was, that he should be apprehended by the Mayor 
of Bristol. His scheme was suGcessfdl, and ha 
was secured with all the formality of being a great 
conspirator. He left Bristol, however, on the 5th 
of November, and arrived in London, where he 
was examined before the King. He declared that 
Sir £• Godfrey had been murdered in Somerset- 
house, and thence taken to the ditch near Prim- 
lose Hill, where he was found ; and that he had 
been offered 4000/. to assist in carrying it away, 
by one of Lord Bellasis*s servants. He denied, 
however, that he knew any thing of the Plot, 
hut that he had heard that 40,000 men were 
coming from Spain into England. He also de* 
dared that he had no acquaintaDce with Oatesu 
On the following day, however, the 8th of No- 
vember, when examined before the House of 
Lords, he thought proper to admit that he did 
know it, and he made it, if possible, still more ter« 
rible. Oates's narrative, it is to be observed, had 
been by this time published, and he confirmed it 
all ; but he desired to draw up a narrative of his 

* Bedloe published a pamphlet, in 1679» on the subject 
in folio. It now lies before me, among others, and is en- 
titled, *< A Narrative and Impartial Discovery of the Hoiv 
rid Popish Plot, carried on for the burning and destroynig 
the Cities of London and Westminster,** &c He has the 
impudence to say in the title-page, that he was ** lately 
engaged in that horrid design, and one of the Pofttth Goffl« 
mjttee for carrying on the aai4 fires. " 
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oiMu H« accused iwnoiis per«»iu» wbo urana 
ordered to be apprehended. He alleged that ha 
could reveal sererid important matters relative to 
the five Lords then in the Tower. His principal 
eiidencey however, was, that Godfrey had been, 
murdered in Somerset House; which was a re* 
markably cunning 'manoeuvre of Bedloe, as ha 
kaew that the Queen resided there» whom he and 
Oatea afterwards charged with bemg accessory to 
the Plot. 

Here it is necessary to notice the conduct of 
the Earl of Shaftesbury, relating to Godfreys 
murder, and the investigations. It has been al-* 
ready observed, that Mrs Mary Gibbons, who was 
the wife of one Captain Gibbons, a relation of Sir 
£• Grodfrey, had signed a paper, declaring, that, tq 
her knowledge, Godfrey had been extremely me-^ 
hncholy, a week before he was missing, and that 
he told her he was afraid of being hanged for con- 
cealing Oates's depositions. Mrs Gibbons was 
sunuiMmed beforethe Committee, when Shaftesbury 
called out to her, ^' You damned woman, what de« 
▼Uish paper is this you have given us ? " And forth- 
wiih, after railing against her most, shamefully, he 
put her en oath, to make her tell the name of 
the author, threatening to have her worried and 
torn m pieces* The poor lady was so much 
frightened, that she fell into fits ; and she repeat^ 
edly declared, that what she had said respecting 
Sir £. Godfrey was true. But there is a still more 
remarkable illustration of the arbitrary proceed- 
inge of Shaftesbury and his associates, who, it 
must not be forgotten, were great pretenders to- 
liberality, and violent declaimers against arbitrary 
power. I^ evidence of Bedloe, that Godfrey 
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had been murdered in Somerset House, fieems 
to hare afforded them great satisfaction, and 
they were disposed to tnm it to their advantage. 
About a fortnight after Godfrey's body was found, 
they got hold of one Corral, a hackney coachman, 
who, upon some officious information, it was pre- 
tended, had been heard to say,*that he had carried 
Godfrey's body in his coach to Primrose Hill. He 
was asked by Shaftesbury and others, whether he 
had done so, or knew if others had done it. He 
answered, that he did not, and he knew not who 
did. " If you swear the truth," said Shaftesbury, 
" you shall have 500/. ; ** and he produced some 
money, promising the poor man a house near the 
Court, and pledging himself that none would dare 
to harm him for his evidence. " Who should 
those be, my Lord ? *' asked Corral, " no one set 
me to work, nor do I know for what I am brongfat 
hither. " — " We are all peers of the land, " said 
Shaftesbury, << and if you will not confess, there 
shall be a barrel of nails provided to put you in>' 
and you shall be rolled in it down a hill.'* — *^ What 
would you have me to say, my Lord ? ** replied 
the poor man : ^' I know nothing of the matter. 
Would you have me to accuse other people, to 
bring them into my condition ? *' — " Then, ** said 
Shaftesbury, ** you shall die. The Papists have 
hired him, and he will not confess." He was 
committed to Newgate, heavily ironed, and thrown 
into a loathsome dungeon, where he was kept 
for some hours. On the afternoon of that day, 
he was brought in Lincoln's Jnn Fieldsy where 
Shaftesbury re-examined him. " Now, you ras- 
cal, '* said his Lordship, << here is a person who 
will prove he saw you driving Gt)dfrey'8 body in 
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jmjr eoaeh ;*' aad addresiiBg a pereon ti^ ^tood 
mar him, ** Did not yon see him whip hk hones, 
and drive down by Tottenham Court Road ? " 
** Yes, my Lord, " was the reply. « Rascal, " 
said his Lordship, ^< why wiU yon not confess, and 
aave us from all this trouble ? ** " What would 
yon have me confess ?^ said the poor man, " I 
know no more than your Lordship does, and per^ 
haps not half so much. " ** Sirrah, " replied Shaf- 
tesbury, *^ if you will not oonfess you wUl be starv- 
ed to death." The coachman began to weep^ 
which Shaftesbury perceiving, ** Ah rascal 1 " said 
he, " no tear comes after all." The man still declar- 
ed that he knew no mare tkam ike ckUd tmbom^ 
** That's a Popish pkase, " said his Lordship^ 
<^ he has consulted with the Papists, and will not 
confess, so take him away, and let him be starved 
to death. " He was again removed to Newgate, 
where he was imprisoned in the condemned ceil 
from Thursday to Saturday^ and received such 
treatment^ as induced him to meditate suicide. On 
Moi^ay, he was brought to the House of Lords, 
and re-examined by the committee, when Shaftes- 
bury in a cajoling manner, said, '^ Come, you are 
an honest fellow : tell us the truth, and you shall 
have the promised reward, and then you may go 
home to your wifs and children ; we will secure 
you from any harm. What do yon say to this ? 
now speak. ' The poor man fell on his knees, pro- 
testing he knew nothing of the murder, or who 
carried the body, and that, before he would wrong 
any one, he would sooner die. Then said Shaf- 
tesbury, << You are an impudent rogue ; but yon 
shall go back to Newgate and rot there awhile. 
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You win be tried at the seanonsaDd IwiwyicL - Yo« 
had better confess the tnith and get the maaeft 
than be brought before the judges, and condemned. 
It will be a dreadful sentence for you. " << Yes^ 
my Lord/' repHed the man, *'' a dreadful senteaoa^ 
but it would be much more dreadful hexeaitm 
were I to accuse any man unguilty." ^^ I see,'' 
said Shafitesbury, turning to the Peers pro a ei rt , 
** we can do nothing with him : take him away, 
and let him rot in pnson." The poor man reiBiiid- 
ed him of his wife and children : — ^^ Let theai 
Btanre,** said his Lordship. He was deteiiied in 
Newgate thirteen weeks, six of which lie ww 
hearily ironed ; nor was he liberated tillanotfaBr 
actor appeared, who swore that Godfiray a body wm 
carried on horseback to the ditch near St Panens 
from Somerset-Housoi* 

* Sbafteflbuiy, in this.af!kir, appean to have been 110 
bad prototype of the famouB Judge Jeffeiies; and it will 
not be amisB, for the sake of contrast, and as subsequently 
connected with the subject, to turn to the trial of the famous 
Richard Baxter, for libel and sedition. Jefleries thus ex- 
pressed himself in the outset :-^< We have now a flaisfc Hi 
deal with, .and I know how to deal with saints as well m 
rinnerSi Yonder stands Oates on the pillory [as he ac- 
tually then didjy and he says he suffers for the truth, and 
so does Baxter ; but if Baxter did but stand on the other 
8id6 of the pillory with him, I would say that two tt the 
greatest rogues and rascals in the kingdom stood tba«.** 
When the trial was proceeding, one of Baxter^s counsel 
said, " My Lord, I humbly conceive that the passages aie 
natural deductions from the text/'—" You kwnbly eon- 
cetDCf** said Jefieries, ** and I humbly conceive: swear Idm ; 
Bwear him. Sometimes you humbly conceive, and some- 
times you are very positive." When it was said, that Bax- 
ter had spoken favourably of the Bishops^ *' Baxter for 
Bishops," said Jefferies ; '* that's a merry conceit indeed ; 
turn to it» turn to it" The passage was pointed out. 
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A% lemgfti, hommeTf they foond a man who 
' «ewed tbeir purpose exactly. This was one Miles 
Flraimce, a goldsmith, a notorious Papist, who had 
frequently been employed by the Queen in Somer- 
set- House. This man also pretended to recant^ 
'-and to become a Protestant, describing himself as 
. *< a hearty wdl-wisher to the Protestant Church." 
It seems that this man had a lodger named Wren, 
idho was fourteen mon^s in arrears with him 
for rent, and as he wanted the money, Wren 
naed threatening language, which began a quarrel. 
'it happened that Piaunce had been from home 
•bout the time of Godfrey's murder, and Wren 
> thinking this was sufficient evidence against him, 
'lodged an informatiim that he was concerned in 
f tiw ntarder^ though it afterwards appeared that his 
' absmice was on the previous week. On the 20th 
of December, Wren paid his rent, and on the fol- 
lowing day Praonce was apprehended. He ad- 
<mitled that he had been from home ; but he said 
that he had absented himself to avoid being put in 
prison on account of his religion. Whether Wren 
vgot the BOOL for his information does not appear, 
'though it is more than probable; and certainly 
Praonce was liable to suspicion, for besides his 

wherein., it was s^id, ** That great respect is due to those 
who are trtUy called to be Bishops among us.'*—'' ^J^f" 
cried Jefferies, « this is your Presbyterian cant; truly 
called to be Bishops, that is, himself and such rascals called 
• to be Bishops of Elidderminster, and other such: places ; 
Bishops set apar( by such factious sniTcUing Presbyterians 
as himself; a Kidderminster Bishop he means, according 
to the saying of a late learned author, that every pari^ 
shall maintain a tithe pig metropolitan.*' In this way Jef- 
feries proceeded; not at all dissimihur to . Shaftesbury's 
. Gondtict. 
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own w^knowB dba|«cte9^ he was aicqiuniited witb 
Grove and Pickenng, he had two brothera who 
were priests, and two sisters nuns; and it was al- 
leged by the informers that he had hired a iioiae 
to go out of town at the time of the m«rder« fil- 
ing taken into custody, he was carried to a home 
adjoining the House of Commww, for examinatioa. 
His apprehension, being soon rumonred ail otct 
the town, caused a number of persons to resort to 
the place, and among those was Bedloe, who did 
not even know Praunte ; but having inquired at 
some of the bystanders who the prisoner was, iia« 
mediately went away. Some hoars af^nrardsi 
Ptannce was earned to a tavern called MecfvcMf 
where Bedloe was in attendance, who, as aoon as 
he saw the foirmer, exdaimed^ with an oaA, aad 
starting from hk seat, ^< This is one eC tha ragoas 
lliat I saw with a dark lantern about the body •£ 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, but he was thaa la a 
periwig I " Bedloe's declaration waa of ooaras la- 
eeived ; Praunce waa carried to the Comndttta of 
rtie Hoase of Lords, and \dule he waa waiting to be 
summoned, Wren came up to him» and said, <*Nov 
19 your time to confess, or you are nuBed*" When 
he appeared before the Lords, Bedloe direct^ 
charged him with Godrey's murder; but Praunce as 
positively denied it, wishing damnatimi to hhnself 
if he was in any way concerned. He acknowleged 
that he had been a Papist, but had now taken the 
oaths ; that he had wrought in his trade for Grovii, 
Pickering, Ireland, and one Fenwick ; ha .said, 
too, that when these men had been apprehended, 
he had observed in a tavem» thai th^ were verjf 
honesi men, at which some who heard hwi took 
offence, but every thing else he atrc^nnonsly denied. 
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He was committed to Newgate, and closely coin* 
lined; bnt it was so contrired by Bedloe and 
others, that he became acquainted with all the 
particulars of the plot, and at last was so well tu- 
tored, that he appeared as eyidence, and accused 
two Irish priests, named Gerald and Kelly, Ro- 
bert Green, and Lawrence Hill, both connected 
with the Queen's chapel, and a man named Berry> 
along with himself, as all concerned in Godfrey's 
murder. This evidence both surprised and shock- 
ed many; yet it was not received without suspi- 
cion, which had indeed been caused by the con- 
tradictions apparent between his and Bedloe's 
story. It is said, that when the Duke of Mon- 
mouth asked the Earl of Ossory what he thought 
of Plraunce's narrative, his Lordship replied with 
great emphasis, ** It is all a very great cheat. " 
~ It is impossible to peruse the proceedings of 
those yillanous impostors without indignation, 
and without pitying the kingdom which could 
ihllow itself to be duped by their unprincipled 
Schemes. Praunce, after repeatedly confessing and 
denying, at length patched up a story to the 
following effect, — that the priests had resolved on 
Godfrey's murder for his rigorous proceedings 
against them — that they dogged their victim for a 
considerable time — that, on the Saturday Godfrey 
disappeared, Gerald, Green and Hill, lay in wait 
fot him at several places, watching his movements. 
Between six and seven in the evening, Godfrey 
was near the Church of St Clement Danes in 
the Strand, where he went into a certain bouse, 
as it Was supposed, to sup. Green left his two 
iasociates on the watch, and came to Praunce'a 
• voL.-ii. 2 b 9 

A I 
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ihop, whidk was in PriticeVStraety Cevent-Gwdai^ 
•nd found him not there, but ia an adjoining boaseb 
{le informed him that Sir Edmondbmy waa 
then in St Clement's, thongfa he did not Bien- 
tion the house, and desired him to go as soon at 
he could to the Water-gate at Somerset- Honse^ 
where he would find Kelly the priest, and Bmry 
the porter. Prannce did so, and waited with theia 
till nine o'clock, when Godfrey appeared. At that 
moment Kelly and B^ry began a pretended quar- 
rel, when Hill, who knew Godfrey very wi^ 
ran up to him, and said, ^ For God's sake, % 
Ddmundbnry^ be pleased to come in, for here are 
two men quarrelling, and I am afraid blood will 
be shed between them. " Godfrey treated it with 
indifiPerence ; but at length the imp<»rtanitiea of 
Hilt, who represented, that, as he was a tDagistimta^ 
bis presence might have efiect, prevailed. He en- 
tered the gate, followed by Hill, when on aflndden 
lie was throttled ; a large handkerchief was llirown 
about his neck, and he was strangled, recMm^ 
Ht the same time many knocks and blows froni 
Hill> Gerald, Kelly, and Berry* Pk«unoe said, be 
only saw the attack ; the rest he had from then^ 
selves; and that Gerald, when he saw Godfrey 
dead, remarked, " Well; if we could not have en- 
ticed him in here, I was resolved to hare followed 
bim into Hartshorn Lane, that leads to his own 
bouse, and to have run him through with my^ own 
band. " After keeping the body with diem fereome 
days, a sedan chair was procured, and it was canaed 
out in it through Covent- Garden to the.end of Tjwag" 
Acre ; at a short distance from "which place tb^ 
got a horse, and thus conveyed it to the ditch near 
St Panci:^' Gbnrcbi whore it was found* . Framioe 
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y|l«|ipuc|edl tbftt the murder. was observed c^ly ly 
one man, and* 9tran^ to aaj, this man turned 014^ 
%o be Bedloe. * 

Upon this information, Green, Berry, and Hill^ 
were, brought to their trial, condemned^ and exeir 
eoted* Oa^efl^and Praunce were the two ^itnessesp 
•gait¥st tbem» , The .unfortunate men per^iste^ 
in their innoceiiee to the very Ja^t ; but it served 
them nothing* , Not consent with this, however^ 
Praunce also,got up. a narrative of a coivBpiracy tp 
murder the £ari of- Shaftesbury, which, doubtleeti^ 
was very agreeable to ^e plans of that statesman^ 
who. seereUy laughed at the whole affiur. It may 
lie aofficient merely, to enumerate the other vic^ 
.tittui of ibese<abandoAed mep. Coleman was trie^ 
ttud exeiQuted. In December, Ireland, Wbitebread^ 
and Fenwick, the three J^uits, were brought to 
4rial» as were aUo Grove an(i Pickering. .The, only 
witnesses against them were Oates and Bedloe* 
Xhe conduct of the , Chief* Justice, Sir William 
Scroggs, on this occasion, was most atrocious. ' He 
browbeat the prisoners, and denounced them durin||p 
the trial in the most opprobrious manner. When 
the jury brought in their verdict of guilty, he said^ 
^' You haye done, gentlemen, like very good sub- 
jects, and very good Christans ; that is, like very 
good Protestants ; an4 now, much good may their 
30,000 masses do. them. ** The unhappy mem 
went to the place of execution persisting in their 
innocence ; they were hanged, embowelled, and 
4|aartered. Others were also executed. Sir George 
Wakesaa&i the Queen's physician, was tried, hut 
acquitted. To such a degree of phrenzy had 
Oates roused the nation,, that, as Mr Hume ob- 
^ Praunce's Nancative, £»lio, p. 14<, et 4eq. 
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)wrves, *^ dM Mood ab^tdy tked en matommX of Ae 
Pepidb Plot, inBtead of saUilMig tho peq>lis 
only as an incentive to their fory ; and each 
iviction of a criminal, was hitharto n^iarded «• a 
nevr proof of those boirid designs ascribed to the 
Papists. " It is needless to run 09«r all th» parti* 
cakrB of long trials ; with ibe exception of Sir 
<jeorge Wakeman, the a(eeuBati<»s of OaiteB.aad 
Sedloe were equivalent to sentence of death. Bl- 
«bop Burnet dedaresi that ^' money was offioBd to 
4liose who would hriug in new erinuoak. " * 

The murder of Sir Edmundbnry Godfrey is the 
most remarkable feature in this nartatire ; and the 
ifuestion is, by whom was it comnutted ? f Having 
^Jteady ofl^red a few observations on thafr Sttlg60l» 
it may here be simply observed, that there can he 
Iktie doubt that it was done by the contriveia of 
the Plot. It would perhaps he hatfardoua to maia- 
^n that Sbaftesbuiy and the heads of the popabr 
jparty perpetrated the deed, and threw the odium 

* The numerous trials which followed the discovery of 
^Oi^es's Plot, will be found in the State Trials, vols. v9. 
viii. ix. and z. 

, f . 1r a, pamphlet entitled, ^ Intranet of the Bopah 
Plot laid open, by William Smith, M. A^ late School 
master of Islington, ** folio, London, 1685, there is a re- 
markablepassage conceming Oates, and Godfrey's muHer. 
Oates» it appears, had been one of Snutfa's early aiw oc ia iM ^ 
and bad given evidence against him aiao, by whidi be was 
apprehended. <* The. business, ** says Smith, ** happened 
well for Gates, as be afterwards oflen told me* He would 
usually say, < I believe not a word on't; butmyplotwonM 
come to nothing without it : It made well forme. I h^ 
lieve the Council would never have taken any iaitbev no. 
|ice of me, if he [Godfrey] had not been found. He was 
a cowardly rascal ; for when I went with my depositions, 
he wiaa in' k dreadl\il ftight ; and such a smtl! got op^ tttt 
I could hardly stay in the room.' *' 
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of- it «BL tiM I^qiists, ahhbiigh it hte been. as- 
serted thai the whole plot wa» the contntvancfe 
of thoee mes, ond that Oates merely aot6id aa 
tbor agent. The Plot hatched by Oates and hia 
assodates, however, was somoDatroiis, so mcredtblo, 
and ao contradictoiy , that, notwithstandiagthecomr 
motion it at first excited, it was almost forgotten^ 
when its contrivers, having adventured thas far, 
found that a new and more terrible event was ne- 
oesaary to eomphito their impoaifien on the na$iiMi« 
Godfrey, who knew Coleman weU, was selected 
to tfthae die deposi^ons. He had the repntatioa 
of b^ng a zedotts Protestlmt ; he was easiest to 
h^ eotrapped,' as it was his custom to go abovt 
afereete and lanes alone at all hours. Despatched 
by 9«iine of the viUains, it was easy to throw the 
odhim of the whole on ^e Papists, who were a^ 
feady anfficacailly obnoxious to the nation. 

Whatever may be thoi^t of the PofMsfa Plot 
in* tile present day, while it is incontestable that 
Oates wasi tndy what Jefieries termed him at hia 
trials ^* tbe.bladuiBt and most peijored villain that 
ever appeared on the face of the earth, '' it is^noH 
deniable, as subsequent events proved, thai tbeioe 
was a plan in agitation to ro'^stabUsb the Rproan 
Chnrdi. But it could not be by the meana^pra- 
teaded by Oates. The Roman Church accommo- 
dates herself to clrcuqcistances with a wondrotis fa- 
olity ; '. the conepirafiies formerly attempted by b^r 
adherents had been always defeated ; and vident 
measures in the reign of Charles II. woyid have been 
atill less successful than in the reigns of Elizabeth 
and James. There can be little doubt, as the events 
which terminated in the Revolution proved, that the 

2b 2 




adlMflato «f the MleB Ckwdi heptd to aoean^^ 
tMr olgect by a vdigiom toknBtkm"'^ vemm m w k 
«f ftll nligioiiB •diMl^ities. TkM was the gw»fc 
«l»jeet ef James IL dvfiag his bncf and in gl e riii Mi 
teign. Devotad ta tfaa Ronnili m yt ii nU iaa,*^^ 
tealie, wdaed, in that &ith, he began by gMonir * 
eolwatioa la i^ secta^ whidi thereby iaakided tfaa 
Fopish Chimb, for be kaew w^ lliat if he 
iMe ta iiiideniiaa.tfaa Cboreh otEaglaiid, dM 
aidiy of Rana wdiM aeon laar itsetf on ifaa 
«f that bvlwasfc aS FNileataiitisBb it as, pariia|is» 
MM af the noet remarkablaieataMs af the faiat ory 
^ this Ahi and affotds a striking caatraat to dw 
Messnt time, Uiat the Whigs of that age, naBialy» 
Monmontb, Sbaftesbnry, amd Lord R npeeil f 
abase wfaoireee aeakNwiiithair49ndeavaam to> 
^de the Daka of York fiMnn the tbimn on. 
of his religion, and openly danonneed any t oimtUk m , 
4o Pefrisi$^ It onghtako to be noticed, tbaa Lard 
*£nto^ on the aoaft>ld firmly beliOFad intbe Indfa 
«l Oatas's narrativa. ^ As to the share, " said 
4e in a paper delivered to tbaaherifi,.^ I had in 
^thaprosecatian.of the Popish' Plot^ I trisa Godto 
•witness, that I proceeded in it in the ainoaiity af 
my heut, being than really oenvineed, as I am 
-atUly^that thara was a-conspiracy againat tha.King, 
the nation, and the Fratestant naligion." JWn- 
porm fmtianiyr. The Whigs of that period^ the 
enemies of James II., who pnmioted the Revaln- 
•tion, were declaiaaeia against the alleged arbitrary 
«gof«emment, and yet the enemies of vriigisaB 
.totention^^-tfae paitnms of -TiUu Oaiea and bis 
associates. 
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WmiUE CkAe^ wa» re9f»Ag ibe fttiti ef feos iuH 
poBtsre, and appbwied by « ereduloitt aad iirfiiinilrf 
^ ofitioBy bis fellow-wofkera in kiiqmlf, ToBgoie mad 
Bedkw, made tbeir exit £rom this world, the for* 
mer »t Leadeii, befinse he had been rewarded widi 
the benefiee whioh the Parliament wm endeaToiir^ 
kig te piiseare for him ; tbe latter at Bristol, ki ^ 
atarring condition, hmnmg to tbe last, it is said^ 
iMHBta&ed thetmth of fats e^dcace, in the ho;l« 
tjwt 8(»nethin9 might ocoar to retrieve his afiisdm 
Two • ebanusleristie • notices of those grand ineett*^ 
fi&aies evght not to be omitted. The reputation 
i>f Gates was great in the eit j of London, and on 
#ne^oecaakm, about twenty rich eitioens, aJi "firtti 
belieTVSB in the Plot» met our hero, Tongne j and 
aEBother divine, (who had been a kind of oonfident 
«f the King), and they hekl a great sopper in one 
«f 'the lioadmi tavenis. During the evientng, 
Tongue percemd that more respect was paid to 
Oates tbin to himself; and, as he had no sl^fat 
flstimatioa' of • his own abilities, he qnarrelled 
.with Oates, and ended in telling enr hero^ lliet 
4e (Oates) knew nelliing ^of the Plot, bnt what 
he had leamed ihmi him. Tnth will appear, 
ihongh it is sometimes not discoirered till regnes 
iall ont Amongst thenaaelTes. Hie hint given by 
iTottgne was conveyed to die King, who imme- 
diately sent for their clevioal oompanionv and 
<qoestioaed hioi minnteiy on Tongue's expressions. 
That wortby, however, pretended that he did not 
. ipecollect; which so provoked the King, as to draw 
from him- this mbuke: " I/find there is likely to 
be a great deal of blood shed upon this Plot, and 
the times are so troublesome and dangerous to me, 
iJiat I liare not venture to pardon any one d^o 



it coinlemn^d. Tliereforej their tilood foe npofi 
yonrbead, and not mine. I desire to see you im 
more. " • Tbe other notici^ refers to the bill of 
charges, which Gates and Bedloe brought against 
the goTemment for the expenses they had incur- 
red, as they had the impudence to declare, <m be- 
balf of the pnblic good. That of Gates amonnted 
Id' 678/. 128. 6d.; BeHloe was more modest, he 
claiming only 213/. • Hovr those two could littfe 
been able to expend ' that m6ney, or where tfciey 
could have got it, does tiot appear, though no doubt 
dieirferliile brains could bkiye eastilyconcoctedtl^entf 
for cash, as they had siready done' for thefr Plot ; 
for Gates, before this affair, was almost starving, 
having neither money nor credit ; and Bedtoe bad 
been starving in the Marshalsea. It is not said 
that the government paid them ; but it has been 
well observed, that ** many persons have since 
thought, that their bUls and their narrattTes of the 
Plot were- et^fuaHy crediUe." 

Meanwhile, the encouragement which had been 
given by the nation to Gates, and die liberal man- 
ner in wliich he wi» rewarded, induced others to 
adventure' in the same- profitable speculation. By 
a communication with Gates and his associates, a 
new plot was got up in Stafibrdshire by one Ste- 
phen Dugdale, who hud > been steward to Lord 
Aston; and as the nation were now fully con- 
i4nced, that the Papists were a people continually 
disposed to mischief, it was believed with tbe same 
credulity. It has even been asserted, that various 
barristers had been employed in concocting depoi^- 
lions; but be this as it may, nothing waa now 

^ Safanon*ft Sxamhiation of Bishop Bnm6t, dro, roL il 
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VmtA fam rti]|i9ttB of pkit in errary ^nirtirj; mid 
the ftate oi Scodand, where thaPradbytenjuis had 
at the very time mnrdered ArcblHahop Sharpe of Si 
Andrawlfiy joaade aSkm still woise. The King waa 
1»]r no meaDa in an enviable Biliiati0iit more inclined 
to pleaanre and dissipalion^ dian to the oenaidenbf 
tion of affairs o£ 8tate^ he was incessantly annoyed 
1^ nunottxa of plots and assassinations^ and by the 
«n)qiorters of those. mmenia in the Parliament^ 
ifrfao were bbonring at. the exclnsion bill i^iainal! 
the Duke of York* England was. thus distracted 
hj the contrivaocea of a few abandoned impea^ 
aeca; and- Scotland was similarly sitoated by a re^ 
ligionafettdof more than ordinary yiolence. 
> During ^lese commotions^ Shaftesbury and hie 
aaaociates - were diligently labouring at. their main 
4esigB9^-«the exclusion of the Duke of York from 
the throne. In this he was supported by the Duko 
«f Monmouth. But the Earl of Halifax, and 
ether royalists^ who were on bad terms with Shafteai 
biiuy, Goatriv«d to defeat the projects of that states- 
man,, and prooured the diemisHil both of hims^ 
and Monmouth' ^m their offiml situations. Lest 
^ opposing party^ however, should lose their ini 
fluence* and perceiring tfaat}Oate8 8 plot was not 
ao firmly believed aa formerly, a new affiiir waa 
got up, which .served as a sufficient pretext fov 
isash clamours and disoentents. 
:'.£yery necessitous villain, eacomaged by the 
aoocess of: Oates, set hia wits to work to batch 
a new contrivance* Among those wretches waa 
one Thomas Daag^field, otherwise called Wil-y 
lopg^by* Day, and Thomas, for he had a variety 
of names to suit emergencies, a person " infamous- 
ly famous for the former ill practices of hii| Utep 
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wych (hlid moro dmi once Kefidered Ini* cteon^ 
ow to the justice of the law, end anlgect to igne* 
ounioas pankhiiieiits. " * This TUkan,<^— aod the 
erednlitf of the- times enabled oTen him to ^e* 
come of cooraqiumoe,— 4iad been tnusporled,' wfaip^ 
pedy foBT times pilloried, fined for bis^dieatap^ ant* 
hiwed, convicted of coining, and burnt in the > hand 
for. his crimes. He had very lately got oat of 
Newgate, but afterwards he had found qoartera m 
the King's Bench for debt, whence he had hum 
liberated by seme charitable Catfaefics. Being ai 
■Baa of matchless assurance^ he became the anther 
of a new f^ot, which has been tenned the Maal*. 
Tub Plotj for reasons whtdi will iminediatel|r a^ 
pear. He had an intrigue, it is said, with one Mia 
Celiier, a Popi^ midwife, who - was acquainted 
with the Coimtess of Powis, to ^om he was in*^ 
troduced. According to the acoomit whidi he af<t 
terwards published, he pretends that Mns Celiier 
procured his liberty, to employ him in somfriai* 
portent matters, and that, at her instigatifiii, he 
treated with one Stroud, a prisoner ia the King'« 
Bench, to overthrow Bedloe's depositiensi and fe» 
charge him with heinons crimes. At this tine fe 
went under the name of WilWu^iby. .H0 ala^ 
pretended that the five Popish Lords in the Tower, 
had furnished him with money to pay hisslebtB, andr 
get out of prison. He then says that he was sent ii 
Bucldiighamshire, to the house of one Webb, 
a priest lay ooneeakd, who went by. a woman ei 
name, and received his directions for fotheriny 
the plot on the Prasbyterian%»^that. it wa» 'in** 

• A just Narrative of the Hellish New Counter- Pfol« 
of the Fat^sts, to cast the odium of liieir Treasollif >(m> the 
Freabyterians, " folio, .,1679, p. !& . 
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UaMi lo iadiol Ontes tot .ipajary^Auih^mm 
iMDployed, with aewenX atfaersy to gprrad tlie.ni- 
mour of the plot in several ceffee-howee — that he 
WW emplofifed • by Lord Araodel to kill the King 
Ar 2000/., and the EarUf Shaftesbury for 500/i,~ 
and tbaty tbaogh he rejected the former, he em^ 
iMaoed the latter fvroposal, twd made seyeral 
attewpts to that effect ; — ^tfaeee, with some othev 
fartioalarB, for it is needbts to lay before the 
leader the whole eontents of Dangerfield s story, 
tenetituted ti^ pretended eontrivance of the Pa- 
pists, as a coVBteiparft to the PojHsh or Oatss's 
Plot» Shaftesbwry, it appears, was the great ob* 
•taclet and the Meal-<Tab Plot may be (M'operly 
said to hare been hatched against him. 

•Withoat enterii^ raiastely into all Dangerfield's 
impostures, it may be merely observed, as it is 
sot very material to daBOOver the fowidatieii of 
tins aflaiF, that certain writings were discovered 
eottcealed in a Me<d Tuby in the hoose of Mrs 
Cellio', in Arundel J^uUdings, by Sir William 
WiiUer, a man who had nuide himself officionsly 
adtwe in his 9Eeal for Oates's Plot, and sevMt^ 
•thers. The scene of this plot was laid in York* 
shire, and in Ireland. The writings discovered in 
the Meal Tub^ which contained what may be 
truly tersaed the TaJe ijfa Tvhi atteged that the 
IMce of Monmouth was to be supported in his 
pvetensioas to the cvown-«»that a union was to 
he .effected between the conspirators and the Scot- 
tish iasargents-^that Shaftesbury and several other 
noblemen and gentlemen were all to have com- 
missions in the new army to be levied for over- 
tbroi^riog the goveaimentr---and that, for the arrang- 
ing of ^e matter, four clubs were instituted, which 
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mm MTCnlly «t ibe King'* Head, add tte dnpm 
•ttd Drag^ TaT«r|M> fkiel Street, tbe^SvaTavm^ 
htUmA the Royal Eaeliaiige, ia the ctty of IoMs- 
doB; aad at a ^Aiaiidler'e shop m WertiaiasMr. 
£aeh of these dabe, it was preteaded, conebted 
of at ieoit 900 p^^ne, all -mea of rank and ^ood 
Oilatea. Their wittuip, acooi^g to DangfitfiaM, 
wwB-all dictated hf the^oiiiites» of Powiay idded 
hyeoBM otihc^ awalottt Catholic ladifea* 

Dangerfiekl, ho^e^er, femid that hia devicO' or 
cheat wat not eo fliudi eacooniged as that of 
Oatee^ The aatlon were noro iaclided to bdiovfe 
ia the reality of a Popieh, ^a& of a Fre^ytetiaa 
Plot; and though nothing eoold be made of hn 
teetimony, yet it caased a mknt dattioar, aaif it 
had been a ^cooivtiidc, to thiow the otfnn of a 
plot, by ivay of retaHatioa, on the Praebyieriaafii 
trhOHB tbeKing hc^Mrtily hated, aad who p roi s n eed 
a form of religion which, he said, <* wAe aot fit ior 
a gendemaa* '• fVoelamattons, to which the King 
waa obliged to consent, w«to etiU issaed o«t agttmst 
plotten, and eeTeral were seised and tried, hot 
aequittod ; among whom were- the Earl of O aetto 
maiae, Ladies Powis and Tempest^ Sir HioBMi 
GasooigHe, Mm Preswick, and Mrs GelHer; Yet 
it was otherwise with some, whom the testkn^rtf 
of thoee ▼iUaiaa hroaght to the scaffold* Iiord 
Stafierd, one of the five Lords who had been 
autted to the Tower, was beheaded, tad the 
sore of ini^ty was filled np by the execnlaes ^ 
Dr Oliver Plnaket, the Popish Archbishop Of Af' 
Biagh, at Tybam TarntHke, who was broi^|ht p«^ 
poeely out of Ireland to this melaacholy mid^ that 
the publie rage might be satisfied bf tho^J 
<tf iliOBtnoas nctime. 
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' • file (M^lfliMl fMingB which ifistiiigtillh «liy fluv 
ikMi M)r pttrtf, are eertfiin cnteitons of bktorieal «?i* 
•^BtCk The Whi^, hy wfaon sve especkdly ineMfit 
ikib CoMtaDeitty tcted directly eoiitrai7 to these prin* 
^le^ples Iktey p v&km ed to maintaiti, by their ontmge^ 
^Mn ptooeedfDgs on the Plots which had dntraeted 
it» mlioii. By their unjust oommitineiits, dictatf» 
"wl hy eaptiisey and for the pronotioii of their own 
peculiar purposes, it cannot be denied that they 
^riolated the great charter, and the ratification of that 
W>erty by tte Habeas Corpin Act, while the li^ 
%eni lewtt-ds they gave to tribes of infamon^, 
«tarring, and unprincipled informera, in reality 
fisnctioned that riDany begun by Oates and his as- 
uoeiates. On a consideration of those scenes, aaN3 
i^f the history of ^e times, need we wonder thtit 
«be tMenoe of that party dn>^ its adherents into 
%he> conspiracy hnoWn hy the name of the Rydi&UM 
#^to— « conspiracy us reai as the others were false, 
^ich induced the insurreetiott and the execution 
^- Memnouth, as also the executions of Lord Rus- 
oell and Algernon Sidney, with others of lesser no- 
fOfiety, who became the reputed martyrs of a fac- 
^tion, which, howerer disinterested might be its prc^ 
tended 'motives, was netertheless certainly cognise 
iMohyiihe-hiws? 

>' Let us, however, return to Oates. The proflK 
p e w m s career of this man, after the flight of l^mfW* 
linryteto Hollaad, was soon to close, and the 
'grand impostor was himself called to answer for 
liis thousand perfuries. The death of that noble- 
usao, which also soon happened, who was the 
'gfUndsupporter of the plot,-«-who, it has been well 
tt > aii w ijd »' ^ when in powier was the greatest ty- 
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tmty when <mt» the gveafeest .imam^&Hrf ; aiiUtniy 
in one case, seditiouB in the other, " tended nmcfa 
to expose and nnmask the egn^ons impoetar, 
whose name is ideati^ed with baseness and want 
of principle. Gates had indeed been a8«ail^> after 
the public became tired of his plot ; and the SQliie 
to which he e3q)osed himself by his nia]i«?iofi8.n&pn)- 
aentations and falsehooclsy when it had no loiiger be- 
come high treason to call his veracity in qnesitiony 
was not without "its effect. Sir Dennis AJshboofn 
.said of him, that he had on^ property in eomoBMi 
with the devil, nam^y, thai he vnu^a Uar /rem 
ike begintdng, << He prefaceth his oa^s, " .sa^a 
one of his opponents in a strain of exqniaite aatssey 
^^^ with a suitable lie. -He styles . himself, TUm 
OateSf Sacra Theohgia Professor^ wfaich^ rea- 
.dered into troe English, is, TUut OaieSf aZktmmed 
Liary for Tiius OcUeSy Doctor t» JDwmU^.m a 
contradiction to.tmth.«.^J ha>v^ heard of AngeUcus 
Doctor i and Serapkictis Doctor^ but 1 never heaid 
of Doctor DiaboUctis, until Titus Gates ami the 
Popish Plot appeared together. " * 

At the time when the Ryehouse Plot was ia<- 
vestigated, Gates, was committed to ^e .Kiag'a 
Bench Prison, and tried for Scandtdis Ma§naimm 
against the Duke of York, which; the plettaig 
Doctor richly deserved. Gates, when the action 
was raised, had been committed: to the CoBopter, 
not being able to find bail, whence, he was remov- 
ed to the King*s-Bench by a wnt of Haheaa Cor- 
pus. It is to be observed, that the Duke» .who 
had by this time obtained a victory over |us ena- 
mies, was by no means backward in raising. aaeh 

* Adam £Uiot*8 Account of OaCes'» Depositions^ &So 
p. '34s. .. , 
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aeliiliis; ai|d aceordii%ty» he inttitiited fwocMd- 
ingtf againBt, Tiirioiu individuBls, and recorered 
eonsiderable damages. Duncan Colt, a zealous 
Wing, was €ned 100,000/., on the 3d of May 
i684» ; on the Slst, Robert Julian was brought 
into court for publishing a scandalous ballad to 
the tune of '< Old Sir Simon the King ; " on the 
lllb of June, Francis Smith, a bookseller, was 
found guilty of publishing a libel, entitled, the 
Haree Show) on the I81I1, another bookseller was 
foMd guiltf , and fined, for puUishing, a libel» 
temed, " The Presbyterian's Pater Nosier ; '' and 
OBthe 26tii of Norember, Nathaniel Thompson 
was fined for publishing another libel, termed, the 
** Pirodigid Son returned Home, " alluding to the 
Dnke^B recent return from the Contitient and Scot- 
land. The action against Oates was founded on 
expressions which the Doctor had repeatedly used 
in the tide of his prosperity, and he was fin- 
ed 100)000/., and costs. As it^was impossible 
ler kirn to pay the hundredth part of that sum, he 
was ordered to prison, where he remained till 1 085^ 
after the accession of James IL, when he was 
faniught into Court on- the 3d of- May for perjury, 
Mora * Sir Geol^ Jefferies, Lord Chief Justice. 
Ontbis occasion he was also found guilty, and on 
the 9th he was tried a second time for the same 
oSemee* It is needless to detail the proceedings 
of those long trials, as they chiefly relate to the 
minute purts of the pretended plot, and to an invea- 
f tigation df Oates's assertions. He was again found 
guilty, when Mr Justice Withins pronounced sen- 
tence. ^< Titus Gates, " said that Judge, " you 
are convicted upon two indictmentB of perjury. I 
say^ perjury. I must repeat the word twice^ because 
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fon, am dovbly oooYicledi it is <ni9 «f the i^iwg^ 

o«t offisnces that our law litis made cognizance of; 
it k so in its native : but your peijury haa aU tbe 
aggravations that can be thought of. If a vum 
kills anoth^ with his sword, aod there be fmfi^ 
Ihongbt malice in the case> he is haoged for it ; 
but when a man shall draw innoeeot blood upm 
himself by a malicious» premeditated false wd^ 
there is not only blood in the case* but also per* 
jury, corrupt, malicious peijory. I know not hovr 
I can say, but that the law is defectiTo that, audi 
a one is not to be hanged^ I^or, if we- i^gniiiiof 
those dreadful effects which hare followed upon 
yon^ perjury, we must conclude oui: law defee<- 
live ; they are such as no heart can think of vriih* 
out bleeding lor that innocent blood which vaa 
shed by. your oadi, which every hpnest maq. b^* 
lieves and ragretn* " After some farther obaerva* 
tions, Oates was ses^eiiced to pay a fiiie oC 1000 
soarks on each indictment, and to be atrif^ied of 
his canonical habits* On the first indictment ho 
was sentenced to stand in the pilkury bef<»e Wealf» 
minster Hall for two honrs, with a paper orei hip 
head declariag his orime* On the second indict* 
ment, be was ordered to he taken on the foUowi!* 
ing day to the front oC the Eoyal Rirfianfa, and 
there to stand for two hours in a similar manoai* 
He was finally ordered to be pnbUcly whipped by 
the common executioner on two sno^esoiv^ daya ; 
and as an annual commemoration, of his pnnidh 
ment, he was ordered to stand in the piUory at 
four appointed times every year.: namelyi ^ the 
24*tb of April, at Tyburn, on the 9th* of. An» 
gust at Westmineler Ball Gate, ontbellthoC 
August at Charing Ctom; and en the 2d of Sep- 
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feinber at the Soyal Exchabge, and to Be hn^ 
prisoned during his life. Those days wer6 ap- 
pointed as ' dieiioting particular times on which 
Oates grounded his' Plot, and his etidence agailMit 
'ti^e tinfortnnate individuals who were executed. 
' " Those sentences were accordingly performed on 
lliii unhappy man, rather a d^erent reward from 
what Shaftesbury had promised him, when he told 
liim on one occasion, that he hoped to see him Arch« 
bishop of Canterbury. Yet',' although th6 lash was 
applied to his naked back in the most severe man- 
ner, itoch was his resolution j or his determination 
to be obstinately bold through spite, that he flinch- 
ed not duling the putiiislfment, but bore it with a 
courage trorthy of a better cause ; which, as it al- 
ways does, excited the admirlition of the vulgar. 
James haVl the imprudence to ^xult in thispunish- 
iiient.' On oiie occasion, he said to Sir John 
Rerei^fty, ** The Popish Plot is ended now;" 
** And buried, please your'Mftjesty, " was the cour- 
tier's reply. ' Oates was standing in the pillory at 
Westminster Hall during th^ trial of the famous 
Richard Baxter for sedition, as already alluded to, 
which took place on the SOthr of May 1685." From 
a note in the State Tr&ls, it appears that his sen- 
tence ykBJi rigidly enforced by the GoverAmerit 
crvery year^ and the sight was* regularly calculated 
ttpon by the citizens of London; In Narcissus Lut- 
tt^Bll's MS:- Brief Relation, it is said, under date 
August 11, 1688, <*Tittis Gates dtood in the pillory 
St Charily Cross, accordiiig to annual custom, " 

The severity of Oatefc's sentence cannot be dis- 
plited; f(n', though he was'one of the most infa- 
noinr of men, it was surely neither wise nor piii* 

2c 8 



dmi to fisit bim with a fnpkbmeBt 8«d» asibsi 

Awaided bim* . Had the.Uw not been defined in 

awry point on tbe poniabmont of perjwy^ Oniae 

nrooid* to a certainty, bave viaitod Tybwn sa a 

aledg8» and ui£brad deatb, Yet» tbeogb tbaae 

msa a spirit of revenge manifested against Oatea, 

it will at tbe same time be admitted, tbat bia cos- 

dact^ as being tbe meana of piocmingtbe death of 

jnany innocent persona, was peenlkily wackod» 

.wbile the manner in wbieb be casvied lumaalf d«r* 

jng bis prosperity was insolent in no ofdinarydegtao. 

.** I dined, " aaya Sir Jobn Beresby, naidar dmt 

December 26, 1680, '' witb tbat em^ent nan, 

Dr Gunning, Bisbop of Ely. Tbe ftimowo Dr 

.Oates was of tbe company at table, and, flnsbad 

witb tbe tbqagbts of ramiiag down tbe DidKe of 

York, expressed bims^ of bis Higbnesaund Us 

.family in terms tbat bespoke bim a fooL and nnma 

tbing worse ;. nor contented witb tbis, but bemvpt 

.sail at the Qaeen bis motber, and ber present ifa- 

jesty* In this strsin did be bony op, wliila Jna 

aenl daried to oppose bim, for fear of being made 

a party in tbe Plo^ till, no longar aUo to bair 

witb the insolence of the mao» I took ban ^ 

.task to sack porppse, that be flnng ont of the 

•room widi some beat* The Bishop UM me 

.tbat sneb was tb|B general drift of bis diicaniaa ; 

that be bad sometimes checked bim for the in- 

, decency of bis talk, but that, inding bo bad 4sae 

it to no manner of purpose^ be bad desisted 

from any farther effort to set b^nnds to has nm- 

lence.*' Perhaps Jeffecies, who sat as Chief Jns- 

.tice at Oates*B trial, with all bis ia^lte,. took the 

only legitimate view of the Plot, when ba said in 

bis diarge to tbe jury, thftt << there was a taooaalt, 
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attd tben was a oon^iiBey ugaiatt tha life of oiv 
Kiagf^ our govemmenty and our rdigion ; not a 
omnilt at tho White Hone in the Stnod^ hat m 
cdbai and assodation of perfidious rebels and tni«- 
tc««9 who bad a mind to enAroii us in blood a$ael 
iKM^mwfti ; but, God be thankedy it bad not its de- 
aired efibet. The same sort of nllains were par^ 
^ties in this conspiracy, who had too great a hand ia 
abe late great Rebellion^ wfakb we to this day feel 
die smart of ; and they had a mind to make nse of 
she like instraments as they did before, to bring 
aa inta ike Uke misery, as that in which we were 
before involired/'-— *< IMs rery fellow Gates/' says 
Jefferies in another place, ^' was so mach credited, 
Jfaat all other pec^le almost were below him, and 
greater respect was paid to him than to the branches 
0d the royal fimiily. Nay, it was come to iJiat d»- 
f(see oi folly, to giro it no wosse name, that in 
|Hiblir sodeties, to the reproach and inftimy of 
ahem be it spoken, duit profligate vHlain was carr 
xessed, was drank to, and sainted by the naque of 
Ae^Stmour cf die noHan ! O prodif^ons mad- 
aiass I that sHeh a title as that shoiildev«r be giveii 
4o sash a prostitate monstw of impiety ! ** 

if it be eoncladed, as it snrely must, that 
'Oates's Plot was an impudent imposture en the 
aiadaltty of the nation, the Ryehouse Plot is 
idaced beyond the possilnlity of a doubt* The 
aarae agents were concerned, the same motives 
.actuated them—- the overtuniing of the constitur 
tion, and the eapulsion of the royal family fram 
the dirone. The Whig pwty were, indeed, diyidsd 
Baspectiog tbe motives by which they were actuated. 
S}m set were for setting aside the King altogether; 
aseeond, for a pure lapublic; and a thu-d, (in 
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wliich are to be' comprehended tb'e Ryehonae con- 
spirators), were for' making a plausible story about 
Monmouth's title to the crown, which they after- 
wards did to the ruin both of that nobleman and 
themselves. 

I am far from speaking disrespectfully of such 
illustrious men as Lord William Russell and Al- 
gernon Sidney, nor do I wish to excite the politi- 
cal prejudices of the reader of these pages by any 
wish to depreciate them by preferring the opposite 
party. Yet on the abstract principles of right, 
and on the clearest evidence that the Ryehouse 
Conspiracy was a continuation of what Oates be- 
gun, either by himself or' by the agency of others, 
R consideration of the whole case leads to the 
conclusion, that if Oates^s Plot was an imposition; 
the Ryehouse was a real plot. It is needles, as 
it is indeed unnecessary, to refer here to* historical 
facts, or thence to draw those fair and legitimate 
deductions which the events of the so much bohsted 
Revolution of 1688 abundantly prove. Lord Rus- 
sell, as I have already said, declared 'to the ver^ 
last his belief in Oates's Plot, and this wab tanta- 
mount to acknowledging his own guilt.' He was 
as active as Shaftesbur)^ in its prosectition, and in 
violating the Habeas Corpus Act. He nbt only 
promoted, but he actually seconded the motion fc^ 
excluding the Duke of York from l^e throne. What, 
then, was the object of Gates's 'Plot ? To excltldift 
the Duke. And what the object of the Ryehouse 
Plot ? To dethrone James II. And what, finally, 
the cause of Oates's prosecution ? For his inso- 
lence to his sovereign, his lies and perjuries, his 
swearing away the lives of many innocent per- 
sons. This, then, is the conclusion — when the 
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§tim amffmey ymaUmi into air, a teal eae wis 
formedy wbicsfay as it was coimeeted with, wwb nade 
to bear oii the former ; and this eoncliifli<Hi is la- 
Intimate* without justifying the prooeediiiga of the 
govemmentf so far as these relate to the irregala- 
riliea which were ejiiibited in the triab of Rnisell 
and his associatea* That nnfertonate nobleniBay 
donhtleaB, was the most sincere of all the others; 
hut he acted on mistaken principles; he foigot 
tbatt thoogh the Pf^NSts of tibat age were eqnalfy 
sealoos for the re-establishment of th^ soperstitiaoy 
peat experienoe had tao^ then^ that projected 
nasBacieS) oombnstions^ inswErectioos, and assassi- 
tMHioaa wens fraitlessi and that they wefe aiming 
to accomplish it by a relazalion of the penal laws, 
and by cnnnmgly at first proposing a tokreHui. 

A recital cf the Ryehonas Conspiracy being* 
then* a repetition of the foirmw plot» with the in- 
irodnetion of some new actors* it may be stated 
in one word* that the execntioa of Rossell and 
Ihs associates wsa a retribution for that of Sta£fbrd* 
Archbishop Pladcet* and those who fell Tictims 
to Oates's impostnre, encouiaged by the Whig 
interest. There is, however* ^is material differ- 
ence, that while the former were really inrolred 
ina plot against the government, the latter were 
beyond a donbt the victims of popular crednlity. 

With respect to Oates, he continued in prison* 
usdenpiHng annually the punishment he had inr 
curred, till the RcFolation. On the 28th of 
March 1689, bis caae was brought from the 
King's Bench into the House of Lords ; and, on 
ahe 9tb of April* his petition for relief was heard. 
In a paper which he sent to the House* he had 
the boldness to begin his representation with a 
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fneaaMe^ that be had ^eoyered a horrid PbfM 
Conspinicy ** for the deitroetion of the late King 
Charles II., his present Mc^esty (Uien IMnee of 
Orange), and the Protestant religion in these king- 
doms," which had been confirmed' by the Totee of 
several Parliaments, and the condemnation of se- 
veral of the conspiratoiB. After a number of 
debates, the Whig goremment of William of 
Orange, following up the poUdcs of ShafieslMny 
and the Rjehoose Conspirators, sent an address 
to the King, to which the name of %iiop Bur- 
net is prefixed, beseeching William to dischaige 
Oales from the remaining parts of the sentenee 
which he most otherwise midergo. On the llA 
of. Jane, that sagadous Goyerament actually oame 
to the resolution, *< That the prosecatfoa of ^tM 
Oates, npon two mdictments for perjury, in the 
Court of King's Bench, was a design to stifle the 
Popish Plot, and that the verdicts given thereupon 
w«re cormpt, and the jadgments given -therenpoa 
•were cruel and illegal. " Oates, after various pnl^ 
ceedings, succeeded in obtaining not only a pitl^ 
don, but a pension of 5/. per week, as a rennmetfa* 
tion for the pensions of 624il, -60/., and dO§l. per 
annum, granted him by Charles II., of which he 
had been deprived, and to which he had petitioned 
to be restored. He was not satisfied, but went 
about continually grumbling against the Grovem- 
ment, while at the same time he secretly, ami 
sometimes openly, ridiculed his Plot, which had 
caused such a ferment in the nation. 

I shall now, however, conclude these histonea ; 
happy if I have been able to lay before the raader 
9ny thing like a tangible narrative of those 
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i^arkiible erents. Conepiracies are episodes in 
the history of -inaii> or at least in the history of 
Jungdoms.. They are out of the. usual order of 
things ; they are, as it were, by themselyes. Let 
me not be understood, however, as imagining that 
they are unconnected* Sometimes they result 
jroifi.the proceedings of states and kingdoms, in 
the- persons of their goyemors; but they have 
been oftener the results of ambition, fostered and 
Ittten^ted by a few daring individuals for particular 
jKirposes, religious, or political, or both conjoined. 
Jn all cases, visited as they have been, and ought 
always to be, by a stem retribution, they teach us 
aalutary lessons ; — ^mankind learn from them. the 
sage .precepts of experience* No goveniment can 
Jie 80 pure, as to please all; but the nearer it en- 
deavours to4ipproximate to, perfection, the less will 
it have to fear from factions and turbulence. Men, 
]when they^ feel themselves happy, know generally 
}iO]w- to appreciate their state ; nor do they care 
much to hazard their tranquillity for hopes whioh 
are visionary, and prompted by incendiaries* la 
whatever light. we view them, and whatsoever may 
be^the alleged cause, suppoung it the least exoep- 
tionabloy conspiracies, resulting as they do from 
factions, are atrocious acts^ notwithstanding the 
greatness of the undertaking, and the boldness of 
the attempt. They invariably imply crime, and 
involve blood and revolution. He who addresses 
himself to the public reason of mankind, will, not- 
withstanding every opposition, eventually obtam a 
hearing, and his motives must be considered, in 
connection with, his practice, pure; but be who, 
of set purpose, endeavours to underndne, by dark 
and factious cabals, the institutions of his country. 
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or the govBmitteiit tmAe/t wfaieh he lives, is m 
only an object of snspicioDy but of merited ezecra 
tioii ; for, even slioiild Ms pretence be the redirea 
of abuses, and sfaonld be saceeed, he cannot as 
sore vs where the reformation be wonld wish U 
acoompMsfa will tenninate, or to what lengths tb 
spirit of diange and revohition will ran : be can 
ttdt say in any circttmsttances, *< Tbos hr wil 
tiioti go, and no fiEurther." In 19ce manner^ hi 
who. like those whose career we have"%een die 
cossing, sels himsetf, either for the accomplish 
meat of his own purposes, or as the tool of a par 
tjr, 16 excite disorder and tmnult in a state 
by (Use Bud infi&mons romonrs, des^rres nothinj 
b«l the nniversal execration of his country; ani 
experience proves, that this he sooner or later re 
eeives. The history of a ixmspirBcy, then, is \ 
lesson of experience ; the rock on which its con 
trivers split is a memorial of hmnan vanity an< 
bmnan auction ; it proves to ns the tntth of th 
iMiage set forth by tl»s sage of antiqmty, diat wt 
ought lUther, in the le^timate order of things, u 
endeavour to make advances towards that wfaidi i 
best ; and thus, though all men cannot reach thi 
summit, they will at least individually have thi 
satisftbction (MT sering many hr behind. 



THE END 



